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To yoUf good God*, I make my laft appeal j 

Or dear my virtues, or my crimes fevieal 5 

If in ^he maze of fate I blindly run. 

And backward tread thofe paths I fought to fhun : 

Impute my errors to ypur own decree ; 

My hands are guilty, hut my lieart is free. 



/^ - 3 1^^/9/6^ 



e 



I 



DEDICATION 



TO THE 



LOVERS of LIBERTY. 



Gentlemen, 

AN unlimited regard for free-' 
dom, and ardent zeal in en- 
deavouring to deferve your love, and 
to imitate your generous fentiments, 
which heighten the beauty of your 
known ingenuity : hath induced me 
to impart to a free people, in this 
volume, an interefting review of e- 
vents relating to the late revolution 
in Sweden ; which I humbly beg 
leave, Gentlemen, to dedicate to 

a 2 * you* 
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you, as the firft-f ruits of my labours, 
ripened on the Britifh ground, and 
favoured by a mild temperature of 
its climate. 

It is but eleven months, fince the 
remainders of my exiftence were 
thrown on the Britifh coafts ; by a 
naufrage, caufed by thofe moft de- 
ftru6live violences of that dreadful 
ftorm, which crufhed ftates, made 
councils of men flu6fcuate, and expo- 
fed their moft ineftimable proper- 
ties, eVen liberty itfelf, to be de-* 
voured by thofe haughty waves of 
an infatiable ocean. 

Being yet at my Arrival entirely 
ignorant of the Englifli language : 
it is during this fhort interval, and 
under an affiduous application for 
the learning of it, I thus have en- 
deavoured 
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deavoUfed to ttierit your counte- 
nance, as w^gll by ^gathering the ma» 
terials, as by compofing the wof k 
itfelf. And though it may appear 
void of thofe plealing ornaments, 
which have yet been far beyond the 
reach of my youth : the fhortnefs 
of time will plead in my favour, and 
a riper age, countenanced by de- 
lightful fates, and attended with ac- 
compUflied talents, fliall allow me 
to fupply in future, what is beyond 
the expe<Sation of the prefent time. 

Gentlemen,, as this is the moft 
authentic proof I can advance, of 
nay unrefeirved well-wiflies to man- 
kind in general, and of my impar- 
tial attachment to your intereft in 
particular : may it even be a motive 
fuftjciently ftrong, and worthy, to 

a 3 V effe^ 
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effe<ft your relifli for the work, and 
your further favour and protedlion 
towards. 

Gentlemen, 

Your 
, Moft faithful, 

( 

Moft obliged, 

Moft humble, 
and 
Obedient fervant, 



The Author. 
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INTRODUCTION 



THE enemies of liberty, and the 
friends of defpotifm, will, no 
doubt, be difpofecl to make fevere attacks 
upon this work, as well as upon its author. 
But, as it would be far below him to fear 
the cenfure, fo he abhors the principles of 
fuch men, as are fo manifeflly hoflile to 
t]iemfelves and to mankind. And though 
he might eafily obviate moft of their obr 
jedlions ; yet he chufes rather to intro- 
duce the hiftory itfelf, without further 
preface on this fubjedl. 

It feems to be a vulgar opinion, re« 
fpedling revolutions, that they are only a 
fudden change in the political affairs of a 
ftate, attended with more or lefs flriking 
amazement, as the alteration is more or 
lefs confiderable. A deeper refcarch, how- 

everi 
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ever, will difcover in the greateft part of 
revolutions, philofophical, political, and 
moral caufes, of the moft extenfive nature, 
co-operating in a determined feries of 
time, and uniformly confpiring to pro- 
duce the intended event. Thus, the re- 
volution of Sweden was accomplifhed, af- 
ter the machinations of no lefs than eigh- 
teen years ; after numberlefs ftruggles had 
been made, and briberies pradlifed, now 
fecretly, and then more openly, with va- 
rious fuccefs. 

The flames being once kindled, they 
were frequently fupplied by the court 
with new fuel ; and, every commotion 
being eagerly fupported by all thofe who 
were either the real or pretended fayourites 
of the court, the fcheme was at laft exe- 
cuted on the 19th of Auguft 1772 : an 
event that was the more aflonifhing to 

« 

the whole world, as it was the leall of all 
to be orpcdlcd at that time. 

T© 
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To trace a compliete idea of this altera- 
tion of government, which was more 
huftful than advantageous to the Swedes, 
will be difficult, though by no means im- 
poffible, as fomc have thought it, how^- 
ever much the affairs of Swedeji were at 
that time involved, not only with regard 
to their neighbours and other foreign 
powers, but alfo, in a more particular 
manner, with xefpedl to their own inter- 
nal fituation. 

A previous knowledge, therefore, of the 
police, the laws, the cufloms, and man- 
ners of the Swedes, as well as of their fi- 
tuation abroad, at the very time of the 
-revolution, is abfolutely neceflary to 
thofe who would form a proper judgment 
of this revolution. This knowledge, 
however, can only be fuperficially ac-* 
quired from the hiftorics of Sweden, writ- 
ten at a time when the liberty of the prefs 
either did not exift at all, or was too much 
limited by rigorous laws and fevere pe- 
nalties, 
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nalties, to afford any annals of truth and 
importance. 

I Ihall, therefore, divide the following 
fliort hiftoiy into three parts. The firft 
contains a compendious and general view 
of the ftate of the Swedifh a^irs abroad, 
immediately before the revolution. In 
the fecond, an account is given of the 
eonflitution of their government, their 
laws, charters, cufloms, and manners, 
particularly as they had been debafed 
by the corruptibh and degeneracy of 
fome of the inhabitants, in their private 
as well as public conduct. In the third, 
the revolution itfplf, or the introdudlion 
ofdefpotifm, (hall be confidered as the 
mod natural oflfepring of that getteral cor- 
ruption, which was increafed by the pro- 
fligacy of a court, that aimed at nothing 
elft but uncontrollable defpotic rule. 
Finally, a detail is given of the prefent 
ruinous ftate of Sweden ; particularly, in 
tefpeiJl to its cojooimerce j the • trade, cu- 

. ftomSj 
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ftoms, and manners of the Finlanders and 
Xaplanders* 

A hiftory of this kind muft be intereft- 
ing and ufeful to every nation of Europef, 
but efpecially to thofe in whom the fa-" 
cred love of liberty as yet remains in- 
violated ; the more fo, as the flavery late- 
ly introduced into Sweden, was obtruded 
upon the people, by means of the moft 
feditious intrigues, and facilitated by the 
mod bloody tranfaflions, prepared at 
that time, for the greateft part of Euro- 
pean countries* 

Thofe nations, therefore, who enjoy 
the mofl perfe(5t freedom, but, in fimilai* 
cafes, may be in danger of being redu- 
ced to the! meaneft flavery, may, by read- 

■ 

ing an account of the faults and impru- 
dencies of others, coUedl thofe maxims 
of wifdora, which are the fureft founda- 
tion of a free government, and which will 
teach them by what means they may a- 

Toitf 



kiv i K T R o t) t) C: 1 1 o M. 

void the errors of other nations^ in order 
to efcape their unhappy fate. 

In the mean time, it is not my inten- 
tion to blame any forrti of gdverntnent, 
as relative to other nations, feeing there 
i^ none that may not be productive of 
happinefs, when fuited to the genius and 
temper of the people, and condudled by 
wife and virtuous rulers. 

The fubje(5l being in itfelf entertaining, 
■interefting, and curious, ivill not ftand in 
fieed, of thofe flowers of eloquence, which 
are embellifhments unavoidably neceflary 
only to thofe works, which depend en- 
tirely on the borrowed beauty of the lan- 
guage, for pldafing the reader. Inftead 
'of which, the author wiflies, and hunl- 
"bly begs leave, to latisfy the more refin- 
fcd tafte of a delicate reader, merely with 
interefting fadls, fupported by the force 
- of truth, and confirmed by an evidence 

infepsrable from their nature. 

If 
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If his wiflies correfpond with the ex- 
pectation of the public : it fhall, in fu- 
ture, be his utmoft ambition to enable 
himfelf, for the performance of further 
fervices more important to Britain ; fince 
the Swedifh literature, hitherto almoft 
unknown to this country, will aflPord him 
variety of objedls, worthy the zeal, and 
fatisfadlory to the curiofity, of the learn- 
ed Britons* 
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REVOLUTION in SWEDEN. 



PART I. 

Concerrung the Sivedi/h affairs abroad^ he" 

fore the revolution. 

f 

DEsi^OTisM being once before intro-* 
duced in Sweden, in the reign of 
Charles the XI. in the year 1671, 
and ftill continued during the reign of 
his fucceflbr Charles the XII. was, fince 
the death of this monarch, in 1718, al- 
moft abolifhed, and the fliadow of li- 
berty reftored to the Swedifh people. The 

A Swedes, 
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Swedes, in eftablifliing now the new fun- 
damental conflitution, and endeavouring 
to avoid former inconveniences refulting 
from the king's unlimited power, went, 
on the other fide, to as dangerous an ex- 
treme, in refigning the fame unlimited 
power, poffeffed before by one king, to 
the fenate, confiiling mod commonly of 
only twelve fenators, noblemen of the 
firft rank. The four ftates, viz. the re- 
prefentativps of Sweden, had alfo, by the 
new introduced form of government, in 
courfe of time, fcarcely more than the 
name of fliaring in the fupreme power. 
The fenate, therefore, were, in fadl, arbi- 
trary managers of the fupreme, legifla- 
tive, judicatory, and executory power. 
So little, indeed, was Sweden now, in this 
latter cafe, provided againft the defpotifm 
of many, that, inftead of being, during 
the defpotifm of one king, and, in cafe of 
corruption, expofed to the tyranny of one ; 
they now, on the other hand, and in a 

fimilar 
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iirAilar cafe of corruption, were expdfed 
to the tyranny of twelve or more fena- 
torsi Sweden and the neighbburin^ 

V 

powers did prove It in both the periods 
iand gifes ; under fcqual dppreflion and 
bloodflied; aS in the following pages^ 
and chiefly in the fecond part df this 
treatise, ihall be fhown, by giving a more 
circumftantial defcription of the SWedifh 
cbnflitutions, and the execution of them^ 
as maintained, whether by the fenate, or 
its adherents and favourites. 

The new form of gdverhmeht thus com- 
pofed by thfe fenatCj in the year 1719^ 
was not yet, to its fiiU extent, accepted by 
the queen Ulrica Eleotiora^ who fucceed- 
ed her brother Charles the XII. ; but foori 
after, fhe being married to the prince 
Frederick of Hefle CafTel, to whonoi, by 
the marriage, the kingdom was devolved, 
the fefaators eafily extorted the new elec- 
ted king's confent to a form of govern- 
inent, which, in all its extent agreed to^- 

* A 2 -v^as 
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was the ting's road to obtaining the 
crown : as likewife, his fucceffor, the late 
king Adolphus Frederick, gained, on the 
fame conditions, his eledlion of being 
kipg in Sweden. 

The better to fettle themfelves for the 
time to come, in an uninterrupted pof- 
feflion of the fupreme power, the fenate 
requefted the neighbouring powers gua- 
rantee to the eftablilhed iotux of govern- 
ment* By the treaties of peace between 
Sweden and Ruflia, concluded at Nyftad 
and Abo, in the years i^jzi and 1743, a- 
mongft feveral other articles then granted 
by Ruflia, a guarantee was allowed for the 
inaiSled fundamental laws of Sweden : and, 
at the.congrefs at Hamburgh 1 720, the fame 
laws were (as before by Ruflia) now by Den* 
mark and Pruilia recognized ; and in 1 723, 
on the diet at Sweden, further propofed and 
accepted all over the kingdom. — Several 
provinces formerly belonging to Sweden, 
as Lifland, Eftland, Ingermanland, Kex- 

holm. 
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bolm,' Garelia, a^d Wyburg, were refign»- 
cd to Rulfia. PrufSa got fome part of 
PcMnerania* To Denmark was adjudged, 
b^deis the territories of Bremen and Wer- 
den, the duty payable at the paffage of . 
Categat. Lands pofleffed in America, 
the Swedes being in want of money, were 
fold /to England for confiderable fums. 
Upon • thefe principles of Sweden's fit ua* 
tion abroad, was alfo the Swedes atten- 
tion chiefly fixed in forming the outlines 
of the laft revolution, in as much as the 
confequences of it were fuppofed to in- 
fluence the intereft of the above-mention- 
ed foreign ftates : and none: of the Euro- 
pean ftates, France and the Turk excepted, 
could feepiingly, in this regard, efcape 
their utffloft attention; r 

Italy, during the former monarchical 
I government of Sweden, having loft its 
I intereft: and influence in that kingdom, 
was fuppofed, rather to diflike, than agree 
with the reftoration of a Swedifli monar- 

A 3 chy. 
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chy. Auftria, which, under the reigA of 
^bfolute Swedifh kings, had fuflfered ma- 
ny unl^appy fates of the German wars, 
their dominions having been the theiatre 
pf tiifmult and bloodflied, w^s fuppofed to 
refift ^ change of government ;. whiph, 
in courfe pf fime, poflibly might, put the 
3wedes in a fituation once mpre to ppieli a 
J^loody fcene on the German territories. 
But the n^ighbourijag powers weife^. cpnfi- 
dered as (he chjief pbjed, and as the whole 
of pqlitics abrQa4. Lifland was no>/9' pof- 
fefled by Ruffift, but had formerly been 
jSwedeft's only, place of fupply in want of 
corn, and-fliU continued to be fo far necef- 
fary to them, that Sweden annually was 
fupplied from Riga and Revel with no 
lef§ than njillions of tons ; fince the deco- . 
nomical laws of Sweden, in fome meafure, 
prohibited their owif grounds from being 
cultivated ; which made the inhabitants, 
particularly of the northern provinces, 
thoroughly want the neceflaries at home, 

and 
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and accordingly as much depend upoH 
Ruilia. All theie circubaftances^ not* to 
mention more in terefling motives, in re- 
ipedl to agriculture, were fufficient to en- 
gage the attention of the Swedifh mini- 
ftry. With regai'd to commerce, Peterf- 
burgh and the reft of the Ruffian mari- 
time, towns, were looked upon as vaft 
trading places j thither all trade formerly 
carried on in Sweden was removed j par- 
ticularly, fince the late difcovery of iron 
min^s in Ruffia; tl^e moft ample expor- 
tation of which metal, and all other kinds 
of cofiimiodities, being permitted, indu- 
ced the trading countries of Europe to 
export from Ruffia, with greater advan- 
tages fuch country produdlions as they 
foiinerly were accuftomed to export only 
from Sweden. Confidering Ruffia, more- 
over, in the height of its flourifhing ftate, 
wealth, and power, to which, by what 
means fbev^r, they might have been rait- 
ed upon Sweden's ruin ; they alfo, in 
puriuing the fcheme of redrefs from fuch 

A 4 . a ruin, 
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a ruin, found their deCgns by no means 
pradlicable, but in dcftroying,. or at leaft 
weakening, whether by wa,rs or divifions^ 
a power too formidable to be bppofed, in 
cafe it had pretended to put a (lop to a 
revolution threatening the deftru(5lion of 
3 government guarantied by Ruflia. 

In the year 1 765, the Emprefs of Ruflia 
fvas engaged in giving written laws to hei" 
fubje<5ls, they hitherto having been go-» 
yerned by the almpft arbitrary judgment 
of thjeir rulers gr judges. This great 
jnonarch, for wifdom and bravery, blend- 
ed witji the utmpft eleinency and ge-^ 
» ■ « 

jierofity, equ^l}y beloved by h?r patriotic 
fiibjeiSkSj ^pd admii:ed by the wprld, had 
convoked, at the time above ijientioned, 
to her met;ropQUs, a number of reprefen- 
tatives froin eaqh jurifdidlion, and fundry 
cities within her realms, in order to con-r 
fult them about the nqw laws to be enacfl-^ 
^d. The reprefentatives were diftinguifli-r 
fd froni t|ie reft of the citizens, by certaiii) 

i i}TKrowmtie§ 
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i]nmunidesgran4£d.them for life, by which 
they were exempted' from penalties or cocr 
poral pjaniflunents^ (ufwally; iaflided on 
malcfa(ftors.iatha.t countr,y), . in order. to 
infpire ,th6fe ^iiepre;fentatives' with courage 
and intrepidity^ for manning their presr 
fent bufinefs without fear, and with im- 
partiality. The indemnity; thus granted 
theoQ, : though, in its: tendency, moft I^udr 
dblft and uieful, . whenever, vefted in mjep. 
of n^prals ai^4 good fentipaefifs, ferved, 
^n the other haiid,. to, ehcqtiiirage the at<- 
tempts of fome diftontfented perfons, to 
pra<5lire crimes, in hopes of immtmity froni 
any penalty; whatfbever. At this very timie, 
one Baron RiJ^bib^, a Swedifh. nobleman; 
and colonel in th^ king of Sweden's fervice, 
refided at thp jcourt of Peterfburgb,. in 
quality of Swiedifh envoy- extraordinary : 
He did not fail to make ufe of the time ; 
^nd, as much as it was in his power, turn 
the prefent critical circumflances to his 
advantage, whatever might have been 

tlic 
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the iffue of hii no liefi rude than ridicu- 
lous proceedings. This nobleman, who 
died at Peterfburgh, plunged in debts and 
confufion, was, during his life, accord- 
ing to the Swedilh laws, by his birth, and 
a. fmall fortune, raifed gradually to thofe 
important offices he was intrufted withj 
Sbth places being, in Sweden, venal at 
tfalit time. * All his learning was fou&d- 
*d upon the belles-lettres ; and, though 
Engaged in the king's fervice from his 
yftfuth, he leldoin carried on his employ-^ 
t&erit, but by fubftitutes, and diverted 
feimfejf with pleafures, enjoyed in the pro- 
ivincial courts of the goverrtours. This 
i|»feer^ of life rendered him more quali- 
lied for petty intrigues, than fit for ferious 
4>ufinefs ; which latter, perhaps, by any 
other, fupported by his enterprifing ge- 
nius, might have been amicably difpofed 
of, to the common advantage of Sweden 
and Ruffia. Baron Ribbing was fent to 
the Rufliaa court, as a man apparently 

attached 
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attached )EQ.tK<f;Ruffiaa paityiv Aad all **^-' 
4^p»i9^ of tbfi French j whi«h: threw, hbxi 
4ioder /thft ijeftieflity; of. managing all por 
liticM piatteCTy under.a. difguifcdjippciai> 
>a5e of:firien4^p:fQi^LR?jfli*r This ne- 
ceflity jgre^ the mdre uftavi^idable, as lus 
m^fter, theking, Adolph fijederic of Swe^ 
den, knew top well his obligations to the 
BUifli^i^ A<>WflPj to^ the interpofition :,of 
i^Jl^ehih^ .9W^4;bis icmi^j& and {kixlgdcfaa, 
/p¥ }>ei|ig:«^lf to/ei»braGe;X)thcr meafures 
ip^ pr^iec^i^ii^ thq fcheifi^ 6f the revx>Ii;G^ 
^ioHi tha© iiifh aa feriVJsd .to conceal any 
onachination :whatfQev.er, . againft the Ra& 
fian ifiterefti : :;. , : 

. At this very time, the: king 6f Swe- 
den's connfeljprs,, too, or the plurality of 
the fenatpr)5i, ; were ele^ed, on the diet 
,1764^ amongft thofe ^obldi^ea who had 
the appearance of betnjg. wholly attached 
to the Ruffian- party ^in ; Sweden, In the 
number of thefe, was one Baron Ribbing, 
brother tp the envoy above-mentione^, 
;]n this mutual fituaticin of Swediih and 
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Ruffian affairs, thie •^weHifb'^tiVoy-eitra- 
•ordinary, Barob Ribbing, arrived atPeterf- 
burgh in the autumn 1766;' he was re- 
ceived favourably, and entertained with the 
•utmoft marks of friendlhip : ' ^nd he, too, 
.fefemed now to breathe nothiftg but ad- 
herence to the Ruffian intcreftV 
. ." The court pf Ruffia, with the reprefen- 
jtatives above-mentioned, of that empire, 
^appointed for finifhing the neW Ruffian 
JawSy foon removed from' Pet^rXburgh to 
-Mofcow, probably 4ti view of more conve- 
nience! for an undifturbed accomplilhment 
•of their bufineft. Baron Ribbing follow- 
ed the court after, in the month of Febru- 
ary j 767; and his chief aim feemed,- in 
all appearance, to be nothing elfe but an 
affiduous endeavour to acquire acquaint- 
ance and friends among the Ruffians,, 
whofe number, in the meanwhile, he con- 
fiderably increafed, though by expences 
equally exceeding ^ his and his court's re- 
fources. Some of the Ruffian reprefea- 
•' - .. tatives 
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tatiYCS at Mofcow, believing themfclv^, 
bjr the a<ft of iridemmty aforefaid, beyond 
the reach of punifhrnent) and being dif- 
•gufted by fome mealures taken at the afFem? 
blyV made an attempt of rebellion; but 
this, by the nfiiial prudeince and magnar 
nimity of the emprefs, was foon appeaf- 
cd, without caufing any uncommon dis- 
turbance in the Ruffian affairs : however^ 
this rebellion, attempted at Mofcbw, was 
atj:eiided.with fome other evfents, perhapf 
more alarming to the Rufliafn court ; for, 
at the court of Poland, had, even at this 

time, dreadful confederacies begun to 

•i 

threaten the Ruffian intercft. All thefe 
folicitudes at Ruffia, did, however, afford 
the Swedes fcarcely any more opportuni^ 
ty to forward their fcheme of the Swedifli 
revolution pitched upon, except fome few 
eftablifhments now made in Sweden, on- 
ly to facilitate the execution of their 
fcheme ; the workmanittiip of which, was 
the liberty of the prefe, at this time efta- 

blifhed 



14. Afi lii ST OR y- of ihi 

bliflied in Sweden j and the law by which 
this liberty wfis waitrant^d; ' was ^declared 
and reckoned amongft otit-^t thel nationl-s 
ar fundamerit^t cortftitutions, in brderi 
by fuch naeans, the bettdf to fecure them 
againft any perfbn whotiiifoever ; but par-^ 
tictilsrly, to prevent Ruflia, oi' any other 
neighbouring power, being guarantees of* 
the Swedifhfundamentarco'iiftitutiorij from 
attempting to abolifli this liberty of the 
prefs, though, in reality, warrant^ by 
a law, in itfelf only additional, and un- 
happily never before cxifted^amongft the 
charters of the realm. Notwithftanding 
this liberty * bdaig the moft facred, and 
thus fecured in the belt manner, few, or 
none at all, in the beginning, were found 
in Sweden^ who had either knowledge or 
courtage enough to make the intended ufe 
of the prefs ; the danger hitherto having 
been too great amongft that people, only 
by wdrdg to communicate certain truths, 
€ten to their bcft friends,— What danger 
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might not then have been e^pe<3:ed to enr 
fue Jong-concealed truths, if Ikid dow.n 
by writings, and in a manner to be .difr 
covered, not only to contemporaries, bu|: 
perhaps to the lateft pofterity.-r-Nowi : the 
favourites of France, then thpfe of Ruff 
fia, dreaded, on one hand, the refent-f 
ments of thefe their foreign leaders^ re^ 
warders, and protedors ; on the other 
hand, again, they more juftly feared the 
revenge of their intrepid fellow*citizens, 
in cafe they now might be awakened from 
that profound ignorance, which, for fc* 
veral centuries, had lulled them afleep% 
Such confiderations did not fail to ftrike 
the court-favourites, fenators, and fbme 
of the reft of the nobility or officers, with 
the iitmoft confternation ; the more fb, 
as, in the meanwhile, there arofe fbme 
fpirited young gentlemen of the coun** 
try, who, indeed, having got a moderate e- 
ducation at the uni verities, but owing, ci* 
ther to a difregardformer^t, or to theuni- 

verikl 



t6 Jn Jiisto^^ of the ' 

verfal oppreffion then prevailing^ had b^efl 
employed to no public fervice, and con-^ 
jfequently been out of the way, either 
to ihare in the common crimes, or t^ 
pradtife public virtue : thofe gentlemen^ 
no lefs exafperated by fo uni verfal an out- 
rage, thaninfpired by an uncommon zeal 
for r^refs, and lafety of a country thus 
ravaged, began now to write openly, what 
they formerly, as plunged in blind fuper- 
flition, might have fancied an irrecon-^ 
dleablc fin to think about. The truths 
never wanting common alTent, when once 
difcovered, was foon univerfally received. 
The court, on the one hand, as much 
dreading the lofs of a crown, no lefs juftly 
transferable to any other, * than eafily ob^ 
tained 

* The commander in ehief, Heffenftein, wto, by the 
Lady Tauby is a legitimate fon of the Swedifh king Fre- 
derick the I. of Heffe Caflel, pretends a claim to the crown 
by hereditary right. But his family having, in that king- 
dom, boen partly extirpated, partly opprefled, and fhus re- 
duced to a ftate beyond the reach of being able to iiifluenoe 
the'ftate in his favour; all commotions, made with a view to 
fopport the pretended rights of this family, have proved a^ 
bortive. 
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tained by its pofTefTor, if the nobility of 
the higher ranks fhould be reduced td di- 
ilfefs^ and would, coniequently, look fot 
.fafcty any where elfe, than in that order 
of fucceflion tb the Swedilh crown, which 
was eftablifhed in the year 1743 ; fo> on 
the other hand, thefe noblemen, tefledl- 
ing how fmall their number was, when 
compared with that of the reft of the ci- 
zens, and how much, befides, this num- 
ber, was weakened by divifions, for being 
able any longer to counter-balance-^ not 
only a court, but a people too, by whom 
they began now to be rendered equally 
defpifed and hated : Thefe very confide- 
rations, united the views of a great num- 
ber of the nobility, and engaged them 
to adopt, or, at leaft, approve, fuch mea- 
fures as might allow them to reap a com- 
xnon intereft with the court, whatever 
might have been the lofs of the reft of 
the nobility or commons. Nothing now 
remained for them more interefting, than 

B to 
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to employ all means imaginable, in order 
to bring the affairs abroad, into a fituation 
fuitable for any happy change in the pub- 
lic affairs, within the Swedifh boundaries. 
—We may, for a fliort while, leave Ruflia, 
and, in the mean while, regard the fitua- 
tion of Sweden at the other neighbouring 
courts • 

Denmark was, in the year 1 766, allied 
to Sweden, the princefs Sophia Magdalena, 
the king of Denmark's fifter, being efpouf- 
♦ed by the crown prince, the prefent king 
Guftavus the IIL of Sweden. The prin- 
cefs was no fooner introduced at Sweden, 
than, by her charms, adorned with the 
moft accoaopllflied royal virtues, Ihe at- 
tracted the regard of her new fubjedls,. 
and met, with the univerfal applaufe and 
veneration of all the inhabitants. The moft 
part of the nobility of each refpedlive 
kindgdom, nfcverthelefs, perfifted in their 
inveterate jealoufy, defiance and hatred, 
towards one another. • But fome of the 

Swedifh 



/ 
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Swedifli nobility, confidering the court of 
their country, by this marriage, too ijiuch 
flrengthened, grew attentive to that point ; 
and endeavoured to weaken the court- 
party, no lefs by opprefling the royalifts* 
in their own country, than by attempting 
to infpire the Danes with the fame fenti-^ 
ments, for refifting the equally increafed 
force of the Danifh court, in order that 
the relative force of each court feparate- 
ly confidered, might be as much weaken- 
ed, as the whole of them coniidered toge- 
ther, had, by the alliance of thefe courts, 
been ftrengthencd. On, fuch a political 
view, however in its nature impradlicable, 
without damaging either the one of them, 
or the whole, the fcheme,- neverthelefs, 
was to be carried on, even by thofe who 
fupported patriotifm. The Norwegians^ 
dreading their being burdened with too 
heavy taxes^ were difcontented at this 
time, and wilhed for an opportunity of 
throwing off their yoke. Though th?y 

B 2 were 
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were not entirely ignorant of thofe dif^ 
^ orders which threw Sweden into a much 
worfe fituation, they, neverthelefs, were 
eafily perfuaded, to expedl any favour 
from a court, where a Danifh princefs 
not only was foon to mount the throne, 
but likewife her confort, a young Swedifh 
prince, might, after his arrival to the ma- 
nagement of the reins of government, 
foon aflfbrd them relief, by allowing them 
to be joined to a kingdom, more happy, 
in their opinion, than Denmark. Such 
fentiments were the more apt t;o flatter 
them, as, once before, in the fourteenth 
century, conform to the union of Kal- 
mor, Sweden and Denmark had been 
united under a Danifh queen, Margaretta, 
to the great advantage of the Danes and 
Norwegians. The Swedes did not want an 
opportunity of infpiring or fupporting any 
fuch fentiments at Norway, particularly 
at a time when the fituation of the Nor- 
wegians was £6 critical : for, befides many 

Swedes 
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Swedes dwelling in Norway, one of the 
Swedifh fenators, Count Bakfris, a zealous 
adherent to the French party, was poffef- 
fed of lands in Norway, and, by this 
means, had an uninterrupted connedlion 
with the affairs which paffed in that neigh- 
bouring kingdom ; and he was thus no 
lefs enabled, than willing, to influence their 
opinion, without yet perceiving the ifTueof 
affairs,! if once defpotifm fliould be intro- 
duced into Sweden ; in which event, the in- 
tereft pf the king, and that of the fenators, 
might be rendered totally inconfiftent with 
each other. Thus, the Norwegian affairs 
were in fuch a fituation, that not only no- 
thing was to be feared by Sweden, from that 
part of the northern countries, but like- 
wife, ih cafe of fuch a revolt in Sweden, 
as might have given the leaft appearance 
of improving the Swedifh government, 
the Norwegians had been fufficiently per- 
fuaded, leather to fupport the Swedes, in 
hopes of redrefs from the grievous Danifh 

B 3 taxations^ 
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, taxations which they complained of, than 
to aflift thq Danes, in cafe of their at- 
tempting to oppofe the progrefs of the 
Swedes undertaking to alter the conftitu- 
tion ; which, indeed, the Danes were ob- 
liged, as guarantees of Swedifti liberty, 
to protedl. 

One circumftance may dill more de^ 
ferve to be; mentioned, concerning the 
Danifli aflFairs.— — Some prerogatives of 
the Danifli court had, during the reign 
pf the late king, been in fonie relpedl 
abafed, on account of the king's wefeik 
ftate of health, which gave his mi)fti'* 
fters opportunity of limiting hisdefpdtic 
power, and extending their owil,* with- 
out any other influence upon the feft of 
. the nobility or commons, than their fla- 
very being encreafed in the fame p):^por- 
tion as was augmented* the number of ty- 
rants, dividing amohgfl: them, and reftr- 
ving to themfelves alone, the unlimited or 
dcfpotic power. As the faults of a pre- 

ceding 



Late Revolution in Sweden. 23 

ceding government, commcmly fall upon 
the fucceflbr to the throj)e;\fQ, his fpft 
and fucceflbr, the prefent kingrChriftian 
the VII. after having afcended the Dahi& 
throne, could not avoid falling kito thoft 
ftruggles, which ufe to be fo common to 
Jkings fuccecding* too indulgent predecefr 
ibrs; and endeavouring, at the rifk pf 
xheir lives or honour, to recover either 
their private intereft, or, even common 
welfare, lavi0ied by their predeceflbf tf^ 
ia /gratifying their paflionsi merely with- 
in « a fmall circle of the moft villanous 
ilatteriCr^, Thus, the nobility of Denmark, 
top, enraged by jealoufy towards the in- 
creasing forte of their court, fincc the 
jDanifh prinpefs had been married to the 
king of Sweden, endeavoured alfo to op** 
pofe all the defigns of th? court. The 
king of Denmark, proceeding at laft, in 
the year 1771, to remove feveral of hife 
privy counfellors from their offices, in 
order to provide ' thofe moft important 

B 3 places 
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places with men attached to his intereft; 
fuch, far from ftrengthening his force, 
ferved only to increafe the number of 
malecontents, the difmiffed counfellors 
being ring-leaders of vaft parties ; fo that 
the Danifli king, at laft, inftead of being 
Tapable to put the lead ftop to the Swe- 
difh affairs, was, on the contrary, redu- 
ced to the utmoft extremity, fcarcely be- 
ing able to fave his own life, much lefs 
his diftreffed confbrt, or his beft favour- 
ites; out of the number of which, the 
unfortunate Count Struenfee, and Brandt, 
were beheaded before his eyes, under pre- 
text of being the king's epiemies; which, 
to this day, the fimplicity of the greateft 
part of the Dariifti fubjecfts allows then* 
to believe, no body venturing, in that 
defpotic ftate, to difcourfe about that or 
other fimilar matters. The Swedes, thus 
beyond the reach of being obftrudled, or 
in the leaft troubled by the Danes, already 
too much occupied with their own mutual 

diforders, 
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^ifordeFS, were capable, with regard to 
Denmark, not only to accompftfh the Swe^ 
dilh revolution ; but likewife, after the 
king of Sweden had performed the revo- 
lution in Stockholm, he was, twp months- 
afterwards, with 12,000 men atSchone, 
a Siwedif];i province, not far from Copen- 
hagen, ready, either to take advantage of 
whatever might happen at the Danifh 
court, or perhaps to defend the Danifh 
king, in cafe his fu}>jedls had ventured 
to ftretch their violence farther than to 
puniOi Struenfee and Brandt; of which, the 
latter opinion fecmed the more probable, 
as the Swedifh king^ having it in his 
power only to accept the oflPers of the 
Norway malecontents, for joining them to 
his dominions, is faid to have only de- 
clared, that the reafons of his approach- 
ing the Danifh frontiers, were not to 
weaken the king of Denmark's domi- 
nions, but, on the contrary, to confirm 
their friendfhip. With thefe fentiments, 

the 
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the king of. Sweden; mighty i» all proba- 
bility, haye been infpirfed by hisconfort, 
tlie queen of Sweden, {he being the fitter 
of the king of Denmark. 

Before we return ijo the affairs regard- 
ing Ruffia, .it may be more entertain- 
ing^tp .CQpifider previoufly the Swedifh af- 
fairs ini;;refpedl to Jratuie anH Pruffia. — 
In .tihe.ieiKJio£:the yeai?' 1770, th^;ki?ig of 
Sweden^ crown prince .at that time,, fet 
Ctu^fromSwedei}, together with his young- 

' tSi /hrothec, the h^reSciitary prince Adplph 
Freddric; /antd the fenator and prime mi- 
nifter- of, that kingdom, Ulric Scheffer, ac- 
poinpankd^ by fevepal other. Swedifh no- 
blbmen,. in order tp perform a journey 
through fomq European countries, but 
paijticularly , to vifit the courts of Paris 
and- Berlin, The king being at Paris, 
his fafther^^ king Adplph Frederic, as he 
was with fpme of his noblemen epgaged 
in play at cards, dropped down, and di- 

^d fuddenly at Stockholm, The crown 

prince, 
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prince, being his eldeft fon, '^ras, at P«is, 

^hin a few days after, folcmnly congra- 

tiil^«d-Kipg of Sweden J but the affairs 

»t Sweden afiid Stockholm not aHovi^tig 

him a long ftay it Paris, diis y«itig king 

made it hife main bitfinefs, to enjoy the 

king of France's friendfhip,* and to obtain, 

ii^n a: more particular manner, the ^ffnrance 

of an unitfl:ei*rupted enjoyinent of all ima-» 

ginable'friefedlhi^and a^iftance from that 

court : aifter whkh, the' Swedlfli king \^t 

Paris,, 'afnd^ *with all poflibfc fpeed, made 

liis journey to Berlin; -.The Idng^s errand 

et JBeriin 'boiild not; ^efcafrd him long at 

Aat plaecf, fince things had, 'feme few 

ttiornth& ^before, bcfeh'fo' fettled between 

that and 'the Swedifii'c^Wrtj that there re- 

f • • • • 

mained' little or nothmg-for the king of 
Sweden ^t6 'dyfpatcnv which had riot been 
already, tfriotthormigKry decided, at lead 
the outlines of it performed: for, the 
king of Sweden's yoiihger brother, prince 
Charfes the duke of Sudcrmanland, had, 

fon^e 
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fome months before, under pretext of fi^ 
uifliing his marriage with his confort the 
princefs of Holftein, taken a journey to 
Brandenburghj and for fome time abode at 
Berlin and Sans Soufie ; where he had fre- 
quent conferences with his uncle, the kiqg 
of Pruffia, about matters concerning the 
common fecrets of his father the late king 
of Sweden, and thofe of the king of Pruffia. 

.Befides this ma^oevly^e, another, of no 
]ds confequcnce, was carried on by prince 
Henry, the king of Prtiffia*s brother, who, 
fome weeks aftqr, in the fame fumnaer 
feafon, appeared, in perfon at Stockholm ; 
and, after fome days flay at this capital, 
returned to the court at Peterfburgh, and 
from thence through Lifland to Pruffia a- 
gain. The prefent king of Sweden, the 
better to fecure his defigns with regard to 
Pruffia, did agree with his mother, the 
queen- dowager of Sweden, to under- 
take a voyage, together with the princefs 
of Sweden, her daughter, iii order to vifit 

her 
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her brother the king of Pruffia. The queen 
and the princefs accordingly fet out from 
Stockholm, in the fummer 1772, for Ber- 
lin ; and having pafled fome time at that 
court, and feemingly prevailed upon her 
brother in favour of her fon, in whatever 
might conduce to their mutual intereft in 
the fcheme very foon to be profecuted ; 
Ihe, on her return, was informed at Swe- 
difh Pomerania, that the revolution in 
Stockholm luckily had been finifhed ; as 
the court of Pruffia, far from tnaking any 
objedlion to this change of Swedifli go- 
vernment, was ready, immediately after, 
to ratify what was done, and to con- 
gratulate the king of Sweden upon the 
pirogrefs h^ had now made; as it is to 
be fuppofed, the king of Sweden had not 
failed to wifh the Pruffian court an ad- 
vantage no lefs coniiderable over Poland 
and Dantzic« 

To return to the Ruffian affairs. 
Nothing could be either fo facred, nor 

any 
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any thing too abominable, which might 
pot without refcrvc have been pra<3:ifedy 
to fecure the SwediCh aSairs on that fide, 
on account of the formidable power of 
that empire, and the ftrength of its go^ 
vemment; which was managed by a mofl 
accomplifhed monarch, fupported by her 
miniflers, the mofl experienced men Ruf-» 
fia ever produced ;v and who, gained over 
by the wife condudl of the emprefs, were 
by no means eafily alienated from her 
intereft ; and they, bcfides, by feveral 
years mod intimate influence upon Swe-' 
den, were, in many circumftances, better 
acquainted with the fituation of the af-* 
fairs of Sweden, than the Swedifh mini<« 
ftry themfelves, confounded with their 
inteftine difientions and diforders ; not to 
mention, that Riiflia, of all foreign pow- 
ers, was the befV fituated, arid, according 
to its intereft, the moft zealous guaran- 
tee of the Swedifh conftitution, upon 

' which 
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trhicE the liberty of Sweden was found- 
ed. 

It was alio no eafy matter for the 
Swedes, either to find out, or to execute 
thofe meafures, which would be condu- 
cive to the purpofe aimed at, without be- 
ing at any time in the power of Ruflia 
to oppofe thofe meafures which might 
have been adopted. But, what the Swedifli 
court could not eflFedl alone, was not 
wanting to* be iuppKedj by frequent ner 
gociaticHis of the court of France, and . 
the i^nfluence by which the latter have al- 
ways been able to prevail upon that of 
Conftantinople. Whatever might have 
been the particulars lerving to give a cor 
lour to affairs, one neverthelefs faw, at 
Conftantinople, in the year 1768, the 
Ruffian antbaifador, and ail his atten* 
dants^ put in a clpfe prifon by the fultan: 
an event moft difhohourable foi* RufEa. 
— As this was an affront fufficient to 

exafperate the emprefs of Ruffia, and, 

in 
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in reality, was no lefs than an offenfiVe 
war againft her flates, it could not fail to 
call that part of her military force, which 
was not yet engaged in Poland, from the 
northern Swedifli boundaries, in order to 
be fent to the uttermoft parts of Europe, 
there to flaughter and to be flaughtered. 

The Swedes, feeing themfelves, in this 
fituation of / Ruffian affairs, rid of the 
danger hitherto apprehended from the 
Ruffian military ftrength, the French 
party at Sweden began to make a grcatet 
figure; particijlarly, by making a more 
unreferved ufe of the liberty of the prefs, 
lately eftabliflicd in that kingdom. The ! 
chief topics now allowed to appear in pu- . 
blic, were only fuch as difcovered fome 
great diforders and mifcarriages of the 
public affairs ; reprefented always, as re- 
fulting from the bad difpofition, not on- 
ly of the governors, but alfo of the go* 
vernment, or of the conftitutibn itfelf; 
though the former only was true, in fo 

far 
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far as it was the caufe of the latter j and 
^Cbuld eafily have been teiiioved, without 
abolifhing the old conftitution, hat^ there 
been none who wanted laws for being 
thus enabled to pfadlife alone, according 
to the new conftitution, thofe very old 
vices, which, before him, a nuniber of 
rulers did pradife, not in conformity to, 
43ut agaiiift the old conftitution. Such 
proceedings, in publifliing pamphlets^ one 
after another, ferved, indeed, to open the 
eyes of the inhabitants, and to acquaint 
them of the difpofition of their wicked ru-» 
lers ravaging their unhappy country ; but 
thefe concerted writings ferved ftill more 
to difguft them at t;he old government^ 
which was always, in a deceitful manner, 
reprcfented to the public, as the fource of 
their unhappinefs ; yet without in the 
leaft, or manifeftly aiming at any change 
of the conftitution. 

But, however Ruffia Was deprived of 
its moft valuable military force, their 

G army, 
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army, about 400,000 men, being dif^ 
perfed and occupied, fome of them in 
Poland, the reft againft the Turk; it ne- 
verthelefs contained twenty millions of in- 
habitants, which could not fail to afford 
the richeft refources in any cafe of emer- 
gency, particularly to a monarch and her 
xninifters, for their ability and national 
virtue, as much efteemed by their own 
people, as admired by the world. .' The 
confideration of which, feemingly requir- 
ed much more than a Turkifli war, or 
Poland's confederacies, for fecuring the 
Swedifh defigns, with regard, to Ruffia. 
3ut, in the year 1770, a moft dreadful 
rebellion broke out in Ruffia, which was 
carried on by the rebel Pugatfcheff, who 
pretended to be the late emperor Peter 
the III. J and who, with an army of 
no lefs than 100,000 men at Mofcow^ 
in the moft dreadful manner threat- 
ened the Ruffian court, and the whole 
empire ; and endeavoured entirely to throw 

it 
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h beyond the rfeacL of the Ruffian govern- 
ment, to be able any longer to purfiie po- 
litical ineafures abroad, fincetliey fcarce-* 
ly were capabk of faving themfelves. 
This rebellion, however j not carried to 
its height till the Swedilh revolution had 
been accompliih&d, was neverthelefs fo- 
mented in Ruflia fome^ years before; 
where, in the year 1765, it was no more 
regarded as any particular news, to hear 
it reported by feveral, that they had ei- 
ther feen or fpoken with forae man exadl- 
ly refembling the dead emperor ; and it 
wanted only a Pugatfcheff, in order to 
make vaft parties believe it, and, in fadl, 
adhere to this impoflor. 

England^ did the royalifts of Sweden: 
look upon, as an allied potentate to Ruffia y 
whofe extenfi ve and important mutual traf- 
fick, , could not but the more unite their 
interefts, and compel them to afford one 
another all neceffary affiftance. And 
though nothing could be lefs expedled by- 

C 2 the 
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the Swedes, than that the Englifh, as in-^ 
fpired by the nobleft fentiments of liber-* 
ty, would ever approre that iinlimited 
licentioufnefs exercifed by the Swedifh 
fenate, in managiivg the reitis of govern- 
ment, not like protedors of liberty, but 
rather as tyrants and raifanthropes ; it ne- 
verthelefs was thought, that nothing^ 
could be more difliked by a nation ena^ 
moured ctf freedom, than an approaching 
change, not of licentious governors, but 
of the government or • of the c^nfti- 
tution itfelf, which was founded upon 
principles of the utmoft liberty, fo much 
interefting all nations where there yet re- 
mained any regard for freedom. Eng- 
land, however^ was confidered as being 
under a double obligation to join with 
the Ruffians, whenever the day, aimed 
at by the king of Sweden, was to ap^ 
proach; upon which, not the difturbera 
of liberty, but liberty itfelf, jObould be 
once called in queftion. Whatever might 

have 
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have been the femiments of the Englifli 
and 5wcdiih e^urts, a due raodefty does 
»Qt; Miow eyery one 'to enquire into. 
So ^r is certain, that it being be- 
yond, the reach of the Swedes to have any 
coqfiderabie influence upon England, the 
French undoubtedly, and, in fomc meat- 
iiire, Pruffia, were to Sweden now, in the 
iame connexion, as England was fuppofed 
to be in tt^z&. to Rui£a;. and at this 
very inftant :o£ time, feveral ftruggles 
wete heard of amongft. the Englifli coIoh 
fiies ,at. America, by which the Englifh 
<ould not avoid a fpecdy tranfpbrt of their 
icailitary force, to that diftant part of the 
world; which; in the fame proportion as 
\t left England defencelefe, could not fail 
ftill more to abate the relative force of 
the Ruf&anjs within Europe. 

During the Ruffian war with the Turk, 
Ruifia was under the neceffity of borrow- 
ing money from Holland, and Lifland was 
piprtgaged to the Dutch j whence the 
, C 3 Swedes 
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Swedes fuppofed, that it might be for the 
intereft of the Dutch, to ppotedl that part 
of the Ruffian dominions; belides that 
the Dutch had obtained fome advantages 
from Sweden, at the congrefs 1720, at 
Hamburgh. But, at the very time, of the 
Swedifli revolution, Holland was engaged 
in a iconteft with the emperoi? of Morocco, 
and its whole maritime force was employed 
at Gibraltar, and other partjj of the Medi*- 
terranean cpafts. Still, in the year 1 774, 
the king of Sweden fitted out Ibme vcflels, 
ivith 600 men, under the command of* 
•Colonel Crpnftet, which failed for Mo- 
rocco, in order to carry over a prefent 
from the Swedifli king, to the emperor 
and his ministry, confifling of feveral forts 
of china, filver and gold veflels : and it 
deferyes particularly to be noted, that the 
firfl; word the emperor of Morocco fpoke 
to this Chriftian embafly, was, his aiking 
whether the king of Pruffia had yet got 

p^ut^ick into his pofleflion. 
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A great noife was made, at this time, 
.about the Jefuits, all over Europe, but, 
more particularly, in Sweden. Their un- 
happy fate ferved, to deprive Spain of a 
confiderable number of wealthy -iiilia- 
bitants, to people fome uninhabited 
places in Pruflia, and to prepare the minds 
of the Swedes, for a more paffive obedi*- 
cnce towards their court ; as in the third 
part -of this treatife fhall be fhown. 

What might have been more particularly 
the political views of the Swedes in refpe<ft 
to Spain, hath not yet entirely appeared in 
public. It, however, was reported, that a 
prince of Spain had vifited the Swedifh 
court, after the revolution had been ex- 
ecuted ; who, it is faid, had likewife 
taken a journey through fome of the 
Swedifh provinces, in order to fatisfy 
his curiofity, by taking a view of the 
Swedifti iron mines. 

Thus, Sweden was, on all fides, and in 
every refpedl, left in a fituation fit for any 

C 4 inteflin^ 
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intefline commotion whatever; its true 
patriots being partly deprived of all means 
of fupporting their fentimentSj a»d piart* 
ly never imagining, before too late, that 
^ny attempt was in yiew againft their li- 
berty, v^hatfocver commotioijs may have 
been difcovered, as tending only to opr 
prefs the difturbers of liberty, in humr 
bling an infolent and cruel ariftocracyj 
which the people uniyerfally wi(hed for, 
]pnce they^ a few only excepted, had, 
for many years, fuffered by the oppr^ef^ 
forsj who exerted the utmoft cruelty^ 
within and without the kingdom, 
. Nothing therefore remained, but to make 
ufe of the time and circumflancesi in far- 
ther managing the fpirit and fentimcnts 
of the inhabitants, according to the pro£^ 
pe(5ls of the coiirt, which, indeed, was no- 
thing elfe but to prepare the wretched 
people, once to fhake off this grievous 
burden, in order thus to enable them to re- 

ceive another no lefs enormous : a more e- 

» . ■ . 

yident explanation of which is to make up 
t|:ie following pages. 

Part 
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PART 11. 



Of the Snvedijh affairs^ within the kingdom^ 

before the resolution. 



WH E N a nation is to: be examined, 
whether it is in a ftate of liberty 
pr flavery, one may look upon the two 
.different fources, from whence, in all 
Iqinds of civil government, ufc to refult 
integrity, or corruption, liberty, or flavery. 
Thefe two fources are, either the laws, or 
the men by wh<mi the laws are enabled or 
executed. 

Upon thefe two chief principles, are 
founded, the happinefs, or unhappinefs of 
a people; in fo far as it is evident, and an 
^ndeniable truth, that the cuftoms, man- 

ners* 
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ners, mutual obligations, and every other 
qualification of a nation, arc, in the fe- 
cial life, derived, either from the laws, or 
from men. Hence, it alfo happens, that, 
in two different refpedls, a people is either 
in a flate of liberty or flavery. If the 

m 

conftitutions of a country are perfe<fl, but 
the men appointed for guarding and exe- 
cuting them, are wicked : fuch a country 
then is in a flate of liberty, by the confli- 
tution J but in a flate of flavery, in facSl. 
As, forinflance, there may be the befl laws 
in a country, but, at the fame time, a moft 
wicked judgQ, who, according to fuch laws^ 
fhall either free or condemn a citizen or 
his property : It may then happen, that 
wrong judgment is given againft the moft 
evident and the mofl accomplifhed confli- 
tution. The judge, being beyond the dan- 
ger of punifhment, either in cafe of his 
explaining the conflitution in his favour, 
or in putting a wrong fenfe upon the law ; 
pr even on account of his being a parti- 



{■ 
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fan, . having fadious friends, who are the 
iame oppreflbrs and injurers as the judge 
himfelf is J every one of them being the 
more ready to defend the common injufr 
tice, either by fecret briberies, or, in cafe 
pf the utmoft danger, by open violence, if 
they all have a common advantage, and 
an ^united iatereft in opprefling the reft of 
the citizens : there, it alfo is liberty by the 
iconftitution only, but a mean flavery ia 

On the other hand, a nation is faid t© 
be in a ftate of liberty in faft, and enflav- 
ed by conftitution, if righteous men a- 
mongfl that peojple are under the difagree- 
able neceflity of executing incoherent laws, 
intending the oppreflion of ;he people, and 
the devaftation of the country ; which, 
for inftance, happened formerly, during 
popery, in feveral European countries ; 
where kings and governors of accomplilh- 
ed virtue, were under the neceflity, ac- 
^9rding to fpme of the popeV conftitu-? 

tip4§ 
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tions and bulls, to cliarge and oppre 
their own fubje(5ls and country, in ord< 
to procure Italy and Rome exorbitai 
power, wealth, and luxurious plcafures. 

Having previoufly laid down this dii 
tindlion of liberty and flavery, it ma 
eafily be demquftrated, whether Sweden 
before the revolution, was enfliaved eitht 
by confutation, or in fa<ft; Aod how ft 
the Swedes, at prefesat;, after the kin 
had, at the revolution, changed all the 
ibrmer conftitution^, are to be qonfidere 
either ^ as a free people, or as {laves ; ac 
whether their prefent lift very is to be : 
£}fibe4 either to the conftitutions, or 
thoie of the inhabitants on whom it is ii 
cupibent to g^ard and execute the coi 
ftitutions? 

The preceding queftion will now r 
/oive itfelf, by adding light and evident 
to a hiftory of thi^ kind, as foon as w 
in the following pages, Ihall take a vie 
-of the Swedilh conftitutione, and the cx< 

cutip 
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cutlon af them before arid after the rcvo* 
kcrl lutipn j without the ^xpofition of which^ 
ifl' , too much evidence fhould be loll, in gi- 
ving a folid defcription of the Uft revolu^ 
tion, in fo far as. it was fomented feveral 
years before its executioA, The above 
diftin<Sion of liberty and flavery, will af- 
ford farther evidence in examining the 
m prefeiit ftate of Sweden, particularly, when> 
iifj ia the fcquel, it Ihall be fBown, in what 
banner the prefent king of Sweden gain- 
ed over his life-guards, and the reft of 
^Ke inhabitants of Stockholm, to fecond 
Htm at the very moment of the revolu- 
^it>n, by haranguing to them in feveral 
%>eeches, fetting forth his intention to 
^Xpel licentioufnefs, ind abolifh flavery, 
^nd, on the other hand, to introduce li- 
V>erty ; when, in reality, the flavery to be 
cfchevired, was nothing but the licentiouf- 
( '^cfs of men, or, in other words, flavery 
\ in fad ; and the liberty at the fame time 
introduced, by changing the old conftitu- 
A tions. 
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tions, and obtruding new ones, was, in-*' 
flead of removing the 6ne flavery, to e- 
ftablifh both the conftitutional and that 
in fadl, in all poflible extent of civil fla- 
very ; which will be it^n by a more exad 
examination of the Swedifli conftitutions,- 
and their influence, either by themfelvesy 
or by wicked men, upon thofe citizens 
who were to be governed by them. 

In Sweden, as in all other countries,* 
where defpotifm has been baniflaed, tte 
laws are in general divided into two claf** 
fes, viz^ fundamental and common laws' • 
the former chiefly regard the rulers an<i 
the government ; the latter^ the whole pea^ 
pie in more particular cafes. 

According to the old fundamental law^y 
eflabliflied at Sweden in 1723, the repre-* 
fentatives of th^t kingdom, confifting aH 
ways of four ftates, viz. nobility, clergy y 
merchants, and peafants, were chofen \yf 
themfelves, each from amongft men ouc 
of their own body, with fome exceptioir 

witb' 
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with regard to the nobility and fome of 

the clergy. 
^^ * The reprefentatives of the nobility, 
^ J confifting of the oldeft branches of each 

noble family, are fliled capita famili^. 

r 

Qji Such a taput familids is always a reprefen- 
tative . by his birth ; and he aflifts at the 
diet without farther choice. In caft of 
the king's death, he is obliged to appear 
at Stockholm, thirty days after the king's 
jj deceafe, without any particular convoca- 
tion, in order to be prefent at the diet> 
^nd aflifl: at the king's burial, as well as 
if the eledlion or coronation of the fucceflbr 
to the throne. Each nobleman, as caput 
f'^milite^ is obliged, during the diet, to 
ftibfift on his own expences. 

Out of the clergy, each bifhop was a 

reprefentative on account of his office, 

I and was alfo never chofen to it. It was 

■ incumbent on him, in the fame manner, 

ft . 

as is mentioned before, concerning the 






mobility, to appear at every diet j and in 

caie 
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cafe of the bifliopnc being vacant, the . 
confiftory of that place, elecled from a* 
mongft themfelves, one clergyman, who 
filled the biiliop's place in the diet. In 
the fame manner, each colonel of a regi- 
ment was a reprefentative by his office, 
without farther eletflion ; but, as he, ac* 
cording to another law, prohibiting any ' 
others than noblemen from being placed 
in the higher offices of that kingdom, 
Commonly was a nobleman, thi& excep- 
tion may be obferved, that in cafe of his 
being a cafmt famili/e^ he was a reprefen^ 
tative by his birth, as well as by his pf-r 
fice. 

The reft of the clergymen, as reprefen- 
tatives, were chofen by the clergy thfem- 
feivcs, within a certain circle in each bi- 
fhopric, called, in the country language, 
probjiery. Thefe reprefentafives of the i 
clergy, amounting altogether, over the 1 
whole kingdom, to about four hundred ^ 
on e?xh diet, were fupported, during the 

diet^ 
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diet, by a moderate fum of money col- 
ledled for them amongft the clergy, in 
each place where; they were chofen repre- 
fentatives. 

The third ftate, confifting of traders, 
by whom are underftood merchants, and 
others profeiling any trade in a town, 
likewife elected themfehres, and, during 
the diet, fupported their reprefentatives, 
who commonly were chofen from among 
merchants, who had carried on their trade 
for above feven years • From each fmall- 
er town, only one reprefentative was 
ferit to the diet. Sometimes two of the 
fmaller towns agreed, to choofe and 
iupport a common reprefentative. The 
larg^er towns, as ^ for inftance, Abo and 
Gottenburgh, fent two; but Stockholm 
no lefs than four reprefentatives ; the 
number of which, all over the kingdom, 
amounted to about three hundred and 
fifty traders, when affembled at the diet. 

D The 
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The fourth ftate of the kingdom, con- 
fifting of peafants, did, in the fame man- 
ner as the merchants of the towns, ele(5l 
their reprefentatives from amongft them- 
felves> one or two from each country 
jurifdidlion, who were chofen by the 
fufFrages of all the hufbandmen, con- 
vokfed for this purpofe, before the jadgc 
of that jurifdi(5lion ; and thofe reprefecfe- 
tatives, which, at the diet, amounted al-^ 
together to about four hundred peafants^ 
were, during their employment, fupport-* 
ed, each by a fum of money collected for 
him by the reft of the peafants within the 
jurifdidlion whence he was ele<S\ed.— rit is 
, to be obferved, that all thefe reprefenta- 
tives were chofen as often as a diet ap- 
proached, or the ftates in any cxtraordi-- 
nary cafe were convoked^ 

The firfl bufinefs of thefe reprefentar 
lives, when met all together at the diet, 
was to eledl a fpeaker for each of the four 
bodies, who accordingly was chofen from 

amongft 
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aixidngfl: the rcprefentatives themfelves^ 
within each body, Separately one from 
another^ f The bufinefs of thefe fpeakers^ 
(who, within the body of the nbbilityj 
wete ftiledj in their country language^ 
lantmarjkalk\ wa^, to condudl each his 
ftate } to make in their eongrefs the pro-*- 
pofkls of the debates j and, like the head 
pf I3ach btody, every fpeakei*^ without fur-** 
ther^sldditional prerogatives than the pre^ 
ferment of honour, difpofed of afiairs 
concerning his ftate, or remitted them to 
the difcuflion of the body, whereof he was ' 
the head. But the peafants being fup*- 
pofed to waait the neccffary knowledge of 
the laws of the country, as moft part of 
theM-<iould' neither write, nor read writ^ 
ings, their body was therefore allowed a 
fecretary, befides their fpeaker ; the for- 
mer of which was chofen by themfelves, 
out of fuch gentlemen as were thought 
capable of affifting them in that way of 
bufinefs. 

D i /Thefc 
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Thefe. reprefentati ves of the four flate^ 
of the kingdom, or, as they are often 
palled in the country language, atid par- 
ticularly in writings, the high allowed 
Jiates of the realms, were, according to 
the before-mentioned fundamental laws, 
in 1723, in vetted with the fuprenve, le^ 
giflative, judicatory, and 'etecntory pQl?wr 
in Sweden^ But the ftates of the kmg^ 
dom not being called together, or.thiere 
being no diet, the king, and the twelve 
fenators, in the n3fceanwhile, difpojfed jof 
the three fupreme poM^^rs .mentaouedj 
with condfiderable limitation, however, 
in regard to the legiflstiye power j Ja»d 
always in .iuch a manner,^ qs ^end^i^d 
the fenators accountable to the ftates of 
the redm, for the management of the 
reins of government, duyring the £tbfence 
pof the reprefentatives. . The king not bc- 
ijing bound to fuch an account, it.is eafy 
^to perceive, how unhappy thefe mifer- 
able creatures muft be, by each meeting 

X of 
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of the reprdfentatives, when under the ne* 
ccffity of giving account of the admi- 
niftration of public affairs, . which the 
king and his venal favourites did not fail 
to confound, in order to make the go- 
vernment itfelf defedlive, and hated by a 
people who knew not the diftindlion be- 
twixt the dcfeiSls of the government, and 
the faults of the governors. The fena- 
tOFS, notwithftanding the enjoyment of 
their places for life, were, every diet, dif- 
placed from their offices, and new ones 
chofen by the king and reprefentatives to 
fill their chairs ; and the latter were no 
iboner chofen, and placed in their fplen- 

did dignity, than the fame machinations, 

» 

which ferved before to prepare the places 
for them, and to raife them above others, 
now threw them down beneath the reft 
of the citizens : and, in the fame manner, 
all the others, not perceiving their mif- 
take before too late, were overflattered 
by the hope of rifing on one another's 

D 3 ruin J 
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ruin; till, atlaft, the reputation of the coxif 
ftitution itfelf being thijs ruined, they, 
in courfe of time, were eafily precipitated 
all at once. With regard to this method 
of fupplying the vacant place of a fenar 
tor, it was no diflicult matter for the late 
king oi Sweden, to obtain fenators acr 
cordmg to his views. When th6 place of 
II fenator was vacant, it could not be fup- 
plied before the next diet ; and, in the 
mean-time, fome nobleman appointed by 
the king, and feemingly fit for fujoh bur 
finefs, fat in the council. 
•' The firft public bufineft, at the aflenriT 
bly of the reprefen thrives on a diet, after 
having chofen their fpeakers, ^nd walked 
in proceffion to the palace, to falutc the 
. king and royal family, was, to point out 
' members for a department, which, in the 
country language, 15 called ftcreta utjkot^ 
where all the affairs of more importance^, 
which required to be kept fecret, and par- 
ijcpul^rly thofe' regarding foreign coujir 

triesi 
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tries, were debated. In this department, 
too, the fenators were chofen, in a man- 
ner that fhall: fbon be fhown. The 
members of the ficreta utjkot^ were elcifl- 
ed from amongft the reprefentatives ; 
twenty-four of the nobitity, twelve of the 
clergy, and as many merchants. But as 
for the peafants^ they being, thoyght not 
fufficiently qualified for this department, 
none of them were admitted members of 
it. This department being thus eftablifh- 
cd, amongft the firft of its proceedings, 
was to provide xthe vacant lenator's place 
with a candidate ; three pf the nobility 
alfo were chofen by them, and propofed 
to the king's choice, one of whom was 
by him created fenator. But as the king 
and his favourites ufed to have no fmall 
ioflueace upon moft of the members of 
fecreta utjkot^ it feldom happened, that 
any .others; were propofed to the king, as 
candidates for tfe^ ; vacant fcnator's place, 
than fuch as^ for the future, would ferve 

D 4 his 
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his purpofcs in srianaging the public af- 
fairs ; and they being commonly to6 much 
attached to one or other foreign party, 
and, moreover, not often chofen from a- 
mongft the wifeft, or leaft corrupted no- 
bles, it was an eafy matter to condud 
them according to the views of the court, 
and to ^hrow them down at pleafure ; as 
it even ufed to be an almoft common 
argunkent, frequently proffered by the fc^ 
nators themfelves, in pleading their de- 
fence before the ftates or reprefentativcs, 
to harangue upon the frailty of human 
underftanding, and its being circumfcri- 
bed within fo narrow limits, as not to al- 
low them to forefee one or other unlucky 
iffue of the adminiftration with which 
they were entrufted. 

Alliances with foreign powers were con- 
cluded or diffolved \xx \ki^ Jecreta utjkoti 
but as the members of that department, 
not only before their elet5lidn, ufed to be 
well known by the court and its favour- 

. ' ites. 
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ites, but likewife, at the very time of c- 

leftion, briberies were pradifed, fo that 
a favourable majority for the court could 
[ not but fall out : it feldom happened, that 
alliances, or any negotiations in this de- 
partment, were profecuted, otherwife than 
agreeably to the defigns of the court* 
When, for inftance, the reprefentatives 
proceeded to cledi members for fecreta ut^ 
Jhtj it was ufiial, one or two days before 
the ele<Sion, to afTemble all the reprefenta- 
tivesj now elecSlors, in a public-houfe hired 
for that purpofe, and provided with all 
kinds of liquors, fervants, and attendants. 
Here, it was ciiftomary to prepare their 
* minds, and to manage their convidion, in 
order to iuit their inclination to the ap- 
proaching eledlion, which they were about 
to perform. Expences and briberies were 
I the lefe fpared for regulating this auguft 
j affembly, fince the iffue of the mod part 
I of affairs, as being the objed of a diet, al-^- 
moft depended upon the quality of the 

members 
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.members of the fecreta utjkot^ and the 
ipeakers of the four ftates. Thofe very 
men feldom returned from the diet, with- 
out being confiderably enriched with the 
ipoils of the public treafury. But, as fuch 
meetings were public, and the luxury and 
fums of money fpent in this place were 
enormous, and the reft of the citizens 
icomplained, when they were groaning 
tinder enormous taxes, which annually 
encreafed, and never fooner were levied, 
than laviftied on thefe moft extravagant 
diebaucheries : it alfo feemed no lefs neccf- 
fary for the court, to fcreen their friends 
concerned in thefe iniquitous pradlices, 
than to conceal the fources of the money 
thus fquandered. Accordingly, for a courfe 
of years, none knew the court favourites 
being members of this department; and 
hardly were they difcovercd before the re^ 
volution was executed; and yet, fope timet 
after, many endeavoured, though io v;ain, 1 
fp conceal their adhefeoc? to the court. 
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As for the immenfe fums of moneyfquan- 
dered by fuch frequent extravagancies/ it 
was held out to be French or Ruflian mo*- 
ney, which the fimplicity of the inhabit- 
tants eafily allowed them to believe ; tho' 
fonle of them knew top well, that 140 tons 
of gold*, the annual furplus in the public 
treafiiry of Sweden, were fpent in this 
manner. It Was not, indeed, eafy for the 
utmoft fagacity to penetrate the fecrecy of 
thefe iiitrigues ; for the people all over 
Sweden, being for many years divided in- 
to two fadions, according to the old prin- 
ciple, {^jz. to divide and to govern them 
at once), and the court, in order to be a- 
ble, at any time, to head them both, and» 
in any important cafe, take the advantage 
of either fadlious party, the favourites 
made an appearance of being divided into 
as many parties ; and the favourites being 
thus, at any time, and in all cafes, poflefled 
of the confidence of the whole, the court 
alfo had aqcefs to each different party, and 

govern^^ 

f 790^990 L Sterling, 
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governed them all. One party having for 
a. time been fuccumbent, and by opprcf- 
fion brought to defperation, and a deiire 
of revenge ; it was then, that the court, 
ready to foment the divifion, fupported 
the vanquifhed party, by joining openly 
with it, and giving it more force to op* 
prefs its antagonifts. Thus the flame of 
difcord was never extinguilhed, but air- 
ways fupplied with frefh fuel. 

The court, the better to conceal their 
fentiments, and the great advantage it 
hoped fome time to reap from thefe poli- 
tics, ufed now and then to complain o- 
pcnly to the people, about fadlions and 
oppreilions thus ravaging the country. 
The outlines of the whole of tl^efe politics^ 
were chiefly traced, about the year 1 754, 
by the famous favourite Count Teflin; 
who, after having been Swedifh ambafla- 
dor for fome years at Berlin and Paris, on 
his return to Sweden, was regarded with 
imcommon favoiu* at the court, and was^ 

ip 
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Q a ihorc time, created governor to . the 
Town prince or the prefent Jang, priibe 
mnifter of (late, chancellor .of the un»r 
/erfity of Abo, preiident of Ghancelly, and 
f^ator. , 

Fa(^ionSy thus raifed and agitated one a^ 
gainft another, ferved both to exhauft the 
public and private refources,. The public 
treafuries were often fo emptied before the 
meetings of the reprefentatives, that they 
might be heaixl to complain even of Jthe 
mnt of pens and ink in their refpe<9;ive 
departments : there bein^ no public xx^o* 
ncy to pay with, none would, out of his 
private refources, procure ! the neceffaries 
<iiey wanted.jiThe country all over groan- 
ed no lefs under oppreflion, poverty, and 
tncreafing taxes. The (fame complaints 
were repeated Ht StQckholnx, not in order 
to make them eafy, by removing the caufe, 
but the better to conceal the reafons of it« 
Some of thetn making their profit of 
Climes, whiph, during the diet, not only 

fupported 
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fuj^pof ted them, but alfo, allowed the 
all the eittravagant luxury which was c 
pable orflattering a corrupted mind ; ar 
others, vaft fums being beftowed on then 
either for each fuflFrage they gave, or b< 
ing paid by months : they all rejoiced, i 
the liopes of returning to their famili( 
rich and opulent. The favourites of tl 
court wCTe peffuaded, that a country thi 
ravaged^ and impoveriflied by its inteftii 
difbrders, wouldj in proportion as it gre 
weak and feeble, lofe both its former co\ 
rage and ability ; and accordingly, by i 
felf, forward' a fcheme for throwing tl 
nation imder that yoke, which was alwa] 
con£dered by> them with the utmoft ho: 
ror, and which could not be obtruded c 
themi, but when deprived both of the 
mind and power, for being able to refi 

it. *..< . ; ■ ''■•- 

: : Examinationd of crimes committed i 

gainft the ftate, were undertaken in tl 

ftcrtta utjkot ; but, alas ! a departmen 
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in its nature, or according to its eftablifh- 
^ment and the conftitution, fo excellent, 
^ could not be but a fhclter for the greateft 
criminals, and a butchery of virtuous and 
mnbcent citizens, when converted into a 
body, whofe meihbers were deprived of 
wifdbm^nd humanity. Iii fuch a cafe, 
Biayanyform- of government, founded 
upon principles of the utmoft freedon^ 
and happinefs, be the ruin of a nation, 
without -Other faults than' thofe of licen- 
tious men, aiming at their private happi- 
Tidky to be procured by means of the ruin; 
of mankind. 

Amongfl: many other intrigues carried 
. on in this aiTembly, under pretence of 
pradlifing virtue by profecutihg enormous 
crimes, was, for inflaQce, a remarkable 
tranfadlion profecuted in 1 756, by which 
ibme of the. moft noble families in that 
Jcingdom were executed. Count Brahe, 
and Count Horn, Puke, and Stahlfverd, 
i¥crc now facrificed. Count Brahe was 
\ defcended 



I 
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defccnded from the moft ancient and no- 
ble family in Sweden ; bis anceftors were 
diftingnifhed in the anijals oC that ldbg«- 
dom, for their attachment to learning, 
and for the uncommon Jfervic^ they iud 
done their country » Befide^; it ii; tbc 
lichefl. family that ever exifted in Sweden v 
flourifhing market- towns built by them, 
yet remaining ia that country, and retain- 
ing the names of their, founders, tranfmit 
their names^ and repeat their merit to the 
lateft poftcrity. Vaft deferts and wildcr- 
neflfes, cultivated ^ and .made habitable by ^ 
them, and feveral other marks /proving 
how much tliey deferved the affedlion of 
their fellow-citizens, now only ftrvcd to 
haften the fall - of Count Brahe ; and ^ be- 
ing reckoned amongft criminals, he was 
brought to the fcafiTold, meifely on accounti 
of his being, according to his.merit, fuf- 1 
peded worthy of a throne. .Count Brahe,. ^ 
being colonel to the king's life-guard, was 
flattered by the court preferably to .the 

. reft 
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I'cft of the nobles ; and being ricb^ aiid 
happy within himfelf^ his anceftors hav-* 
ing left him wealth, and given him a liberal 
education, he had no thoughts of enrich-^ 
ing himfelf, by fhaf ing in the trimes of 
the reft of his fellow-citizens j as^ on the 
Other handy he could not doubt of the 
court 6 fincerity, fmce he was himfelf a 
man of virtue aiicj integrity* He there-** 
fore undertook to profecute a fcheme, of 
reforming abufes, and abolifhing licen- 
tiouihefs, without hurting the conftitu*** 
tion or liberty ; and he did not {)ereeivd 
his miftake, before too late* The courts 
who flattered him according to his incli- 
nation, only for getting rid of a man, \A 
their eyes, dangerous, on account of his 
merit, integrity^ and valour^ did not tUril 
their back on him before his danger was 
at its height^ and his fall inevitabki At 
that time, liberty was ftill valued, and the 
very name of flavery fo far abhorred, 
that the leaft fufpi<Sion or infinuation of 

E an 
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an attempt againft freedom, were fuflSl- 
cient to bring a man under the penalty of* 
death; but, what Was furprifing, many 
years machinations and briberies confpir- 
ing to deprive them of their liberty, and 
very fopn fubjeft them to the utmoft fla- 
very, vrere not perceived ; fo great was 
their blindnels ! and it fcarqely required 
ftiore to bring a man to the block, or to 
raife the whole country in arms, than on- 
ly to make the people believe, that* he was 
endtavouring to introduce defpotifm, or, 
as it is called in the country language, 
fouvraignity : which became the unhappy 
fate of Count Brahe. — For, this Count, 
being now prepared to difcover, to the ci- 
tizens the iifual briberies and' management 
of affairs, *ih order, either to corredl or 
humble the licentioufnefs of arifto^racy ; 
he was foon feized, his defigns being be- 
trayed by thofe he thought his protedlors ; 
and being reprefented, as a traitor who 
intended to introduce fovereignty, he was 

beheaded, 
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beheaded^ with fcveral others, as before-* 
mentioned. 

The Court, being thus delivered, not 
tinly from a man whofe wealth and repu- 
tation they feaii-ed, but likewife from thd 
lead fufpicion of haviiig ever bribed for 
iny kind of fovereigrity ; they thought 
themfelves happy, fo long as they were 
encompafled only by fuch favourites as 
were, in all reSfpefts, inferior to themfelves. 
In feme few cafes, and in certain focieties, 
it may perhaps be the virtue of a man, to 
conceal his talents ; biit here, it wa§ tiot 

• r 

only a 'crime to pradlife virtue, biit it alfo 
was the greateft virtue arid merit to be a 
criminal, in fe6l# 

Another inftance, lio lefs criminal, 

Happened iil this fecrttd utjkot^ in the 

year 1764, when a number of the^ 

richeft merchants in Stockholm were 

iqcufcd of entering into a combiria- 

I tion, to tranfport copper plates abroad ; 

' ' which, though'it had been ddrie by them, 

' \ in coiifcquence of meafureS taketi in the 

E 2 precedipg 
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preceding diets, for procuring money in 
exchange for copper, to anfwer the public 
exigencies ; yet, the money rcccived^lav- 
ing been, a& ufual, employed by the fuc* 
ceeding diet, in procuring partifans, 
and purchafing fuffi^ages; and more mo>^ 
ney being ftill wanted: the counting- 
houfes of thcfe merchapts were fc- 
queftrated, and all their money fdzed, 
under.pretext of fupplying the pobfictrca- 
fury, but, in reality,, was Ipent in the u- i 
fiial debauchery. Such villany^ ixmcad 
of bemg puni{hed>. was afterwards, oiuy 
announced to the publick, as a I^nd^ of 
open robbery j which, inftead of fuppref* 
fing violence, and ftrengthening the go* 
vernment,, tended to encourage erknes, 

and, at the &rme time, te> fubvert the. re* 

* -■ • ' . 

putation and ftability of the molt happ/ 
fonilitution« 

By all thefe, the court, to.whom it be- 
longed to make ufe of the exectitory pavj;- 
cr, or, at leaft, of its life-guard, in order 
to reprefs iniblence, and defend innocence^ 

thougjht 
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thought proper to delay the execution of 
it, till tiixic, and conjundlures mora adapted 
to thdr private wifhes, might allow tfaem^ 
at thef fame time, to extend tbeir own pow- 
er and happioefs, without in &e leaft di- 
miniihing the unhappinefs of the Aibjefls^ 
when only the weight was. increafcd of 
their chains, prepared for keeping them 
in perpetual flavery. 

Proposals of war or peace were made 
in ftcrtta utjkot^ and ratified by all the 
reft of the reptefentativcs in their refpec- 
tive departments ; but wicked men, aban«* 
dolled to corruption and infolence, and 
endeavouring to fatisfy their private views^ 
by invading ftates and ravaging countries^ 
were xrapable of all abuies ; and nothing 
was to (acred, which they would not pro^ 
fane, in a manner diigraqeful to huma-* 
nity. Thus, for inftance, was the war 
undertaken with RuJJla in 17419 as well 
as another againft Pruffia in 1757, no lefs 
atrocious thau the former. Not (o men- 

^3 ^^ 
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tion all the vain colourings invented tp 
cover the vrickednefs of their conduct in 
regard to the p.uflian, as well as theJPrufr 
fian war : ^he former was undertaken, io 
order to procure King predpric more powr 
er, in cafe he had, by.fuch an opportunity 

as the war afforded, been put at the head 

"i 

of an army j and the latter war was bcr 
gun againft Prulfia, nierely on purpqfe tP 

■ 

get the n>ilitary forge put of the kingdom ; 
for the King AdolpJms Frederic, and his 
a'dh^rents/ were now in d.ng^r of ven. 

geance, in cafe the military force had not 

>k '••■ »...»■■ 

been tranfpotted without the l^ingdom ; 
fince the reft of the nobility, awakeneil 
"by compaflion, and undeceived, after theif 
firft rage was appeafed, began tp perr 

ceive, and refent the bloody tranfacSlions 

• . . • • • 

pf the preceding year j which had ftained 

- ■ ' . ■• ■ » ■ , „- , 

the council of Sweden with the innocent 

*• "• ' .■•••• 

)blood pf the moft noble and ancient fa- 
milies, fixed at Stockholm, in the behead- 
ing of Count Brahe and Horn, who in- 
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tended nothing but ^ what the court and 
its favourites themfelves had been ready- 
to profecutej if, exempted 'from fear or 
cnmes, they had been able to put in exe^ 
cation a fcheme, which, they feared, 

m 

would only ferve to difcover their own 

- • ■ 

mifcondudl, and excite reproiaches and 
revenge. One crime fometimes generates 
an infinite nufnber of others, which al- 
together adhere to each other, like the 
firft and following links of an immea(iire- 
abie chain. The favourites of the court 
having, the preceding year, flied torrents 
of innocent blood at home, they alfo, in 
order to avoid vengeance and punifhment, 
which they feared, in cafe the army, and 
the reft of the nobility, had remained 
within the kingdom, fent them, the fol- 
lowing year, altogether, or at leaft thofe 
they dreaded moft, to Pruffia, to be there 
flaughtered. The fandlion which Gufta- 
vns Adolphus, king of Sweden, had made 
during his reign, and the conclufion of 

E 4 the 
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the peace at Weftpbalia, by which ho 
bound Sweden tp protect ^bc proteftant 
religipn iq Gprpaaiiy, were the clau% 
now ufe4 a? ^ pretence fqr the warj 
and every Sunday, duf ing the war, they 
were read in all the churche§, by tl^c ckrr 
gymen j ^hqugh, in reality, the Swedail^ 
army a(^e4 contfary tp wh^ was contain^ 
ed in the Weftphalia treaty, \)y inyadipg 
and rayaging a proteftant country in thf 
German territoriesi* 

The army being thug put of the W^ayj, 
there w^s no further danger at hpvp^i 
for the cpminoQ pepplg, ^^aying no mcan| 
of information, remained quite ignorant 
of the true * ftate of affairs, as well as 
of tlie reafons of all thef? tranfadUons ; 
and they were glad tp hear, that .Chrifli^ 
anity, and the gofpd, were pp lefs «ar- 
neftly prgcd at hpme, than defended Zr 
broad. Thpie few who kiiew the truth, 
but, being involved in the fame criinesi, 
>vcre afraid of bringing the truth te^ 
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light; aod thaG?:.:^^n who were iooor 
cent^ had no io^er dropped; a word 

ixied, aiul pumped in^xftiibveiiely. .. Twp 

DT ithree inends^^ ; ilq^^ping ibr a momettt 

on :d|^ Areetii of StockhQlm^ to ialute onf 

another, or talk aboitt t^eir private affairs^ 

were, at that time, oft^a Seized on the ipot 

|>y the gi^ard^ imj^lfoQj^»:.9Ad.puxufhed^ 

vkhcni;!; haviag cpmmits:e4 .:. aoty ^other 

ixixQOf Que lady I a gpldAQith's M^ife m 

^Etof^holix^ as. ihe wa$ Qpm^Uifililg of the 

^ommoa 4earQe& 0f Uvii^g^ ^iid want of 

mooeyi was (p unhappy as co.expre& 

fe^plf in thefe wprds } •^ Wi$re Count 

^* Brahey^t aliye, Mviog mtght be cheap*. 

'^ cr ;" itpon wbichr fh« wap immediSfC^lf 

9fi¥|t;ed» and condemned to be whipped 

vrlih j?pds ^t the common pla^ of execu^ 

I la this fituation of things, the cpurt of 
I Sweden, feemingly, thought on thefafer 
J t^ 9f the kingdom J in the ufual way, 
I how^YCrji 



/ 



74 ^ His T OK Y of the 

however, only of extending the king's 
-power ; on which account, their fcbemes 1 
could not but prove abortive at that time, 
though all the military force was then ia 
Pomeraniay employed^ in the war againft 
the king of PruiBai - The fituation of Swc- 
den, with regard to Ruffiaj was the fame, 
the Ruffians bein^ then chiefly bufy with' 
this war J aiid moreover,^ by the fuddcn 
death of the -Ruffian emprefs Elifabethi 
the throne was mounted in 17612^ by Czar 
Peter III. a ^prince attached to the fend- 
ments of king Adolph Frederic of Swe- 
den. But, befides that the king of Swe- 
den, during the whole of his reigri, was 

infclined to cowardice, and however it was 

« 

Yepaired by the queen his confort'6 • too 
great vivacity, he neverthelefs found two 
particular obilacles deterring him from fb 
dangerous an undertaking as an attempt 
to change the conftitutioiis of the king- 
dom. He, with the one eye, looked on 
the quality of his royal family, and with 

the I 
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the other, on that of his fubjedls in gc- 
aera^j and. he perceived, dbat therforiBier 
were yet: yoo . sy oupg, ' and . unqualified to 
giye jhim -a^yaffiftancej.jl;hejCrown prince, 
ius eldqft jfen, being 9t this tii»e.b3lB ele- 
ven years of age; ::.aft4.asi^^ fubieifts^ 
j|;hough tbey werig^CQnfiderably weakened^ 
they, hpwevcF, wpre yet; ftcong ^enowgh to 
PPpofe hiqa^ in caf? theii:. liberty fhould 
jbe called in qji^eftipa. > . !& i^^ indeed, > feme- 
JBvhat vnconunon and furprifing, coniider- 
log the peri^vcr^iK:e of that nation, which 
having for fo many preceding .years been 
ravaged; and defolated by fa<^ions at 
home, and wars abroad, . yet retained 
fomewhat of its former, ftrength and ge- 
nius, which, however,; began now to de- 
cline at every iijftance, , in, a moft vifible 
manner, particularly fince the briberies 
were turned towards deftroying commerce, 
by difcouraging the artSy perfecuting in- 
duftry, and rewarding primes only. A- 
gripuliiure likewifp wa^jiot only negledled, 

but, 



y^ . An MttTo fiY'^ihe 

but, by npeiAed oecoaomital 1^^/ per"- 
nicious in: thdtr tendency^ tht tillage -af 
the grouiid ^as dbftnvft^. '^ Theie pro^ 
ceed^gs eonkid abrbut $3rward the things 
Aurifhed foi<, in tkc -ikiae 'pr^pbmoa as they 
^rendered the inhabitants fo pbor/ wed(!^ 
ind ignoraaV'^ t<i become ixnable t6 
fupport or defdikt'dieii^ liberty; and»<w!iat 
is no left femai^kable^ this nnireHkl calii* 
^tyiQf Sweden- tfi^s -tottietici maturity, ^t 
the ii^ery ti|2tie the crown prihce, the preSpo^ 
Jdngy arrived' at die proper age for motmt*^ 
ing the throne^ in order to reap the in-* 
tended frttits from the fubjeAs long pre^ 
pared miiery. r - 

The reprcfentatites, as b^ing intrafted 
mrith an almoft- unlimited power in aH 
matters concerning the welfare 6f the ci^ 
tizens $ the Jtcrita tUjhot was accordingly 
empowered, in caft of einergency, to borr 
TOW money from abroad, for fupplying 
the public wants of the kingdom* Vaft 
fppis oi money thys bQSTPwed, befides 

. thofe 
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hoic- extoi:ted frcktia. tkc fubj$^ b7;eii« 
3drixH)]M |axe6» ; were ffmoK ia. ihf ufual 
^9^/y ^mc]^lj ia purchafing fnffi-ag^^ ieirr 
tl^ ki the pi!aviQCe9» by ' 6le^ng cbc nh^ 
prdeatsuivQ9i :<)r m .Stockhokiiv by em-^ 
(^)!IPg tht^ vcxeamrc^ • :thus purchaicd^ 
in (be' jt^m^gffstkmt of p^iblic affairs. 

. /'!^be governor of ^actfeptonriace. of Swej 
doiK is al^ysa noblecaaoi according ta 
the $we<difli fandamental laws, ' jeierTing 
the, Qawe important places ifpr the nobili-^ 
tjr ooly^: Hi^.was £ctmtr}j appcnmed to 
bM.pffice.by^the kmg^idvfbiators; in 
(Ucb a ii>|iim^i bQweveTi as always left 
the king, the laft dedfioa m tibe creating a 
gaTierhcxr, or, as iiie :is;cal)ed in the Swe^ 
diih khguage, the Aiif^/^^^)^^^ The mar- 
jprity of thetn alfd, whofe whole mvmber 
in Sweden amounted to about thirty , were 
more attached to the ^ourt than to the ie^ 
nate. As their places are of the greateft 
impiortance^ their employment is of no. 
lefs influence; eacb of them being the 

. ^ head 
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head of the people ' within his proviii(ie> 
and the management of his office having^ 
an influence updn civil,- cefeonomieal, cri- 
minal, and ecclefiaftical matters : the go- 
vernor accordingly, was within the reach 
of difpofing of almoft every civil or mili- 
tary objedt to be maintained; within his- 
province. Some of the loweft officers of 
the crown were appointed or removed 
from their places by him^ and the reft of 
the fubalterns, in a great degree^ depend- 
ed on his favour, as alfo the iecretary and 
the treafurer of the province ; • though the 
former was appointed by the king, and 
the latter by the chamber college. Since 
corruption had got the better, and bribe- 
ries began to prevail even in the provin- 
ces, it was then rather by the governor, 
than by the people themfelves, that the 
reprefentatjves were chofen to affift at any 
approaching diet ;• the people in towns 
and country jitrifdidlions gave their fuf- 
firages, according as they were either paid 

in 
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L money, or gained over by any other e- 
uivalent reward ; or, in fome other cafes, 
hreatened or. perfecuted, to give the votes 
)itched upon. Gonfequently, the eledted 
•eprefentatives, (the nobility, as ndt being 
chofen, in this refpeft excepted,) were al- 
lArays fure to be fuch as they were want- 
edin Stockholm ; and never, indeed, were 
they cheaper purchafed, nor had the 
threatenings proved them more calamity- 
ous, than at laft, when ordered either to 
abjure their freedom, or to be executed on 
thefpot. 

The nobles, t;hpugh they were never* 
chofen reprefentatives, the oldeft noble-, 
man in each family, intitled to this right, 
or the caput familUy being, as already faid, 
reprefentative by his birth, they never- 

• * 

thelefs, and notwithftanding their vaft 
number, amounting, when aOTembled in 
the diet,. to near 700, were condu(5led ac- 
cording to the profpedls, and in many re- 
Ipeds governed more eafily than the three 

other 
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other Hates : For, befides that they neVet' 
wwe fupprdrted \xt their expences' iia V 
hkWful virkyi neither bjr the publi^el^, 
nor by the reft erf" the nobl^ f^iiniHes, 
as wcw the dergy, merchants, itid pea- 
fants,' by thofe whom they feprefent- 
ed } but^ on the contrary, xxLt reprcfcn- 
tatires of the nobility, ot capUa famlu^ 
^ere obKgcd in every thing ro ftibfift on 
their own private refoiirces j and tnaiiy of 
thetti'belnlg in fuch a fituation as to want 
rtidri«yi before he wag able to leave his 
houfe and family, or undertake the jour- 
ney to the diet; this alfo, far from creating 
difikUltics to the governor, or any other 
withiA tfhri ^fovinbe^ folicitotifi how to ob- 
lige a nobleman, it, on the contrary, afford- 
cd a large opportunity for adjoining him, 
if not to his fentiments, at leaft to his 
iUffrages, The ilTue of thefe fuffrages be- 
iiig^ m the prefent time always covered 
with fair pr6pofals, was nev^r difclofed 
but by the event, and fo too late to be 

repaired. 
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repaired^ Moreover, a two years flay at 
Stockholm, the deareft place in Sweden, 
ijx (Ejxe quality of a reprefentative, during 
many and frequent diets, put them under 
the oeceflity of looking for money, where- 
fbevjcr it might begot; and frequently, 
many of thefe noblemen ufed to return 
rich and wealthy, though quite diftreffed, 
at their arrival to attend the diet. 

Another circumftance, no Ids forward- 
ing wickednefs, than adapted to the ge- 
nius of intrigues in ufe at that time, was 
a liberty granted by law to c^ch caput fa-^ 
mili^ey of tranfmitting his warrant, as re- 
prefeijitative, to any other nobleman who 
pleafed to ailifl at the diet in his place. 
A^hence it happened, that difguifed fa- 
vourites of the court, being noblemen 
themfelves, bought, for vaft fums of mo- 
ney, the warrants of fuch of thefe capita 
fatniU^^ who were willing to fell them.; 
Thus, the pur chafer could at once be a re- 
prefentative for more families, and give 

F as 
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as many fuiFrages in each caufe, as he had 
before bought warrants, and was now ii 
|)pfleffion of. No fbonerwas thereanobic^ 
tiaan, whofe virtue and abilities were cap* 
able of rendering him fufpedled^ than 
there was found a eourt-^favourite to buy 
his warrant, if his fituation was, or could 
be flich as to be fatisfied with gold ; and 
the nobleman having fold his warrant, 
was allowed to retire into the country to 
his family, during the whole diet; whicft 
they commonly did with as great plea-^ 
fure as advantage, after having received 
the payment for their warrants. 

Though the number of nobility vaftly 
exceeded that formerly ufual in Sweden^ 
fo that, inftead of three hundred, during 
the reign of Guftavus Adolphus, as many 
tfaoufands were reckoned in the reign of the 
tate king Adolphus Frederic ; he neverthe- 
lefs increafed this number, with the view 
of increafing his favourites, and creating 
partifans of a kind that never before exift- 

ed 
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ed in Sweden. A diftinftion being fbon 
after miade between the old and the new 
hobility, it lerved to involve in jealoufy, 
hatred, and dandeftine perfecutions, a 
body hitherto united to theit country, at 
leaft, by motiveis of eg[ual intereft and ho^ 
nouf. Thus, divided into two formida- 
ble parties, equally oppreffive to one ano- 
ther, they, put of tnutiial hatred and wea- 
rinef^ of each other, rather than a regard 
for their common fafety, forwarded a 
fcheme, the execution of which, never 
could be expeCled from the united inte-* 

* 

refts of the ancient families, derived from 
the merit and rights of tl^elr retooteft an* 
ce(^ors, unanimoufly propagated by them» 
and tranfinitted by each generation to 
their latell pofterity* 

Parties and partilaiis at laft greW fa 
common, that thfey reached the loweft of 
the inhabitants; ladies, and even the 
common fort of women were hot excepted. 
It being impoftible to attach by princi- 

F a pies, 
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pies, fuch as had no difcernment at all ; 
names were invented for each party, and 
thefe were fnfficient to attradl thofe whp 
adhered only through vicious motives, or 
by fentiments communicated to them by | 
others. Hats and Bonnets were the com- 
mon appellations of thofe two monflrous 
bodies, into which the whole kingdom 
was at laft divided. Oftentimes a glaf$ 
of brandy, given to each partifan, might 
have ferved to attach whole villages, ci- 
ther to the one or the other flock ; and 
thofe by whom fentiments of virtue wert 
ftill retained, and who chofe to foUoW 
their own convidlion, rather than the 

« 

empty pames of Hat or Bonnet, could 
feldpm force their judgment beyond a mere 
opinion, founded upon conjecSlures about | 
the integrity of either party, the truth ! 
and conne<5lion of things being then as < 
much unknown, as it made up almoft < 
the whole of the maxims and politics of 
the times, tp conceal the truth, in de- 

ftroying 
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ftroying a government, which they were 
appointed to protedl. Vagabonds, and 
chiefly fiich as were capable of any thing, 
withput the leafl regard to honour or vir- 
tue, were eagerly adopted by each party ; 
and fuch having been for fome time ufed 
to droll round the country, in order to 
fearch out opinions, or in any manner 
whatever to increafe the number of the 
partifans, they were afterwards reward- 
ed; and this became at laft the furefl 
road to employment, honour, and wealth. 
The firft queftion diredled to any young 
gentleman, when waiting upon fome lofty 
one, in order to obtain his countenance, 
was. Whether he was Hat or Bonnet? 1 

« 

If he happened to be of a contrary party, 
the vifit he had paid, ferved only to make 
himfelf known and perfecutedj fo that 
people of better education, and who by 
accident had got the opportunity, not on- 
ly of improving their mind, but had al- 
io preferved their integrity inviolated, by 

F 3 having 
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having avoided to Ihare in the public^ 

crimes, confidered tl^emfelyes as happy 

in retiring, and concealing their virtues; 

as, indeed, the exercife of their talents, 

might have ferved no other end thap 

to haften their ruin, or ^t le^ft to raife ^ 

perfecutipn againft themfelves, had their 

impartiality only been known ; fpr 

primes being univerfa], none but crimir 

nals were fuffere<|, an4 inpopence alonf 

was feared, 

In fecreta utjkai;^ during the diet, anir 

jbafladors were chpfen, and diCpatched to 

foreign courts; but c^^ring the abfencf 
* 

pf the reprefentatives, or, in other words, 
there being no diet, the king foi^ietimes 
?ilone inverted them with their credential^. 
Thofe men, who formerly, difpatched from 
the barbarian countrjes, wpre nothing 
better than privileged fpies^ ^^Ti ^^ a pe? 
riod of more refined manners, and with reir 
gard to the e^jtenfive influence of their bur 
finefs, be confidered as thofe ties of union, 

fo^-med 
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ibrmed, by their abilities, and by their a- 
iinicable condudt abroad, for <:onne<fling 
•different dates, of which mankind is com* 
po^, into one great city, in order to en- 
joy common happinefs, as the moft va- 
luable property; to the enjoyment of 
which, each individual feparately, and 
the whol/s in common, have a fure and 
iocooteftibk claim. Their ingenuity, 
aod their behaviour, being beyond 'my 
judgment, a decent referve might allow 
m^e to pafs them over in filence, and 
teave their charadler to the difcernment 
of chofe who know them, and have a bet^ 
ter right to judge of their oondudt. 

Conformably to the conftitutions, each 
reprefpqtative gave his vote ; but there 
being four diiferent flates, each had their 
hall feparate from the other, and gave 
their fudrages among themfelves, either 
in writing, or verbally ; exprcfling, moft 
commonly, only one negative or affirma'- 
tiye word. The votes being then coUedl'- 

F4 cd 
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ed and reviewed, the affair next in que* 
ftion was decided by plurality. When in 
all, or at lead in three ftates, the majo- 
rity agreed, either in the negative or rf- 
firmative, the queftion was thoroughly 
decided ; but if the majority of only two 
ftates affirmed, and the plurality of the 
other two voted in the negative, the que^ 
(lion was neverthelefs decided ; yit in 
fuch a manner, as left the affair in its 
former ftate, or as a fubjedl about which 
nothing could be either affirmed or de- 
nied. Though no conftitution atbong 
them could be more happy, its al>ufe, 
however, proves, that no engagement can 
be fo facred, which may not, by licen* 
tioufnefs and abufes, be rendered abdmi- 
nable. Villains were hired either araongft 
the reprefentatives themfelves, or fome o- 
thers having bufinefs in the hall of the 
affembly, who, concealed either in the 
crowd, or behind the voters, put the ne- 
-gative or affirmative word in their mouth, 

in 
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\ in cafe any queftion might have been 
I moved, which was not decided the day 
;. before, as ufual, at the publick-houfe', 
where it was the cuftom to pay the votes, 
and live upon them. The nobility and 
clergy, moreover, having almoft joined 
interefts, chiefly by laying on taxes, a 
burden, of which the heavieft part always 
fell upon the traders and peafants, the 
letter being the fupporters of the (late, 
and the former thofe fupported by them, 
it alfo happened, by giving fuflrages con- 
cerning taxes, that the two flrft dates a- 
greed, and it now remained to gain a 
majority only in one of the other two ; 
which, flnce they had been divided into 
parties, was mod eafily efPedled, fome-- 
times without the Icaft payment, or mere- 
ly out of private pafllons againft one an- 
other. 

It was become a cuftom, that the nobi- 
lity married the richeft merchants daugh- 
ters in Stockholm and other towns ; by 

which 
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which they found means to unite the in* 
terefts of thefe two dates, and eafily join- 
ed the plurality of the traders to their 
views. Such marriages between the no- 
bility and commons, being formerly cau^ 
tibufly prohibited, it was, in fome of thp 
diets, reprefented to the commons as a 
matter much refenjibling inceft ; as if the 
commons, in the fame ipanner as beads, 
jhould be prevented by laws, from being, 
by a nearer union, conne(Eled with nobler 
beings ; which might have been fu£Scient: 
to flatter the vanity of thofe who coul4 
not forefee the effedis of fuch unipn, in a 
nation, where, according tp the cpnftitur 
tions, the mutual intereft of thefe (late^ 
had been {o much feparated one from aur 
other. This fituation of things, fo pre^ 
pofteroufly maintained, and expofed tp 
continual mifcondudl, in as many different 
;matters as could be influenced by the fu- 
preme power, could not but fill the couuf- 
)try with violence an4 opprefllon, and leavip 

- the 
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the citizens forfaken, even in their utmoft 
calamity ; which caufed the people to de- 
teft the form of government, in propor- 
tion as the infolence and inhumanity of 
the rulers grew infupportable ; and was 
pever punifhed, but rather encouraged, in 
^ maaner imperceptible to a nation blind- 
ed by parties, and plunged in fadlions and 
ignorance. 

With regard to fciences, fome encou- 
r^emeqt was not wanting for certain 
br^phes of philofophy ; fuch as, botany, 
mineralpgy, metaphyfics, logic, and fome 

m 

mathematical l^nowledge. Political fludy, 
in any other method than that already 
mentioned, was qonfidered as a crime; 
and it frequently was fufficient to exclude 
f^ clergyman from a parifh, if he was only 
reported to be a politician. Thofe who, 
in their fermons, inveighed againft public 
crimes, were faid to politiQif; ; an appella- 
tion fufficient to ruin a clergyman's repu- 
l^tjpn, if ^ not always to condemn him as 
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an heretic, and to be the caufe of his 
banifhment ; > which latter happened to 
the redlor of one of the parifhes of 
Stockholm, by name Rutftrom, a doc- 
tor of divinity, who was thus perfecu- 
ted in 1 7^5 ; and, having returned from 
his banifhment to Stockholm at the revo- 
lution, but refufing to take his oath to 
the new conftitution, was imprifbned, and 
fuddenly died in the prifon. So much 
was the mere name of a fcience dreaded, 
which, if well cultivated and univerfally 
cfteemed, might have fpread much light 
among a people, who wanted to grow 
blind chiefly on that eye, that they might 
be able to become poor flaves. Hiftpry 
was fuffered, provided it contained but 
the chronological and genealogical parts, 
with a few remarks, compiled, not in con- 
formity to truth, but merely didla ted a- 
greeably to the tafte of the times, and 
cither filled with fables, or void of the 
moft important remarks. Thofe who 

knew 
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[^.knew beft the art of flattery, wrote beft ; 
aad many, not afliamed to write poems ' 
and yerfes in praife and favour of the 
moft public thefts, robberies, and mur-r 
ders, were crowned with laurels, and rai-^ 
fed to wealth and fplendor ; a reward, for- 
merly coi^fecrat^d to patriots, and attain-: 
cd only by heroic virtue and truth. Thfi 
dodlrines of divinity were taught by words 
without fenfe ; and, inftead of rendering 
the common people pious, it was thought 
fufficient to breed them merely fuperfti- 
tious,. and to enchain their minds witli^ 
the fetters of darknefs ; fo that the gen-* 
teeler fort of people, rouzed by ftudy and 
experience, perceived the deceit, and were 
foon inclined t^o the other extreme, to de- 
ipife religion, and fcarcely have any at 
all : Whence it followed, that the higher 
ranks were no lefs eafily governed by 
crimes, than the lower fort was enchant- 
ed and conduded by their ftupid devo- 
tion. So great, indeed, was the ftupidity 

and 



94 -^« ri I s T 6 R Y ^ the 

and enthufiafrn of the latter, that, at laft, 

■ 

girls, women, and foldiers began to preach; 
Whole villages and jurifdidlions, being 
moved by thefe extraordinary faints, run 
together, to profefs their devotion for the 
preachers, and to fliare in their phrcn- 
zy* Nothing alfo could be impoflibfc 
amongft a people of fiich a difpofition, 
where it wanted only a pious criminal, ca- 
pable of concealing his hypocrify, for be- 
ing able to enchain them all. 

Since the truth hath thus been unfolded, " 
and briberies have been difcldfcd, it appears 
too evidently j that the ruin of Sweden dc^ 
rived its fourccs, not from the conftitution 
itfelf,but, on the contrary, muft be afcribcd 

to the wickednefs of men who abufed the 

< 

conftitution, and impofed upon the wa- 
vering difpofition of their fellow-citizens, 
by prote(5ling crimes, and forwarding li- 
centioufnefs, exerted in favour of the op* 
prefTors, but againft the moft falutary 
conftitution j which, in proportion as it 

extorted 
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xtorted, from the reft of the citizens, a 
vcarinefs, by thofe deftrudlive abufes of 
iberty ; it infenfibly operated upon their 
blinds a contempt for the foundations of 
iJieir freedom ; haftcned the downfal of 
its fundamental laws, and opened the 
road for thofe, who, defirous to govern, 
invaded their liberty. 

G>nfidering the common laws of Swe- 
den, as entirely excepted from the confti- 
fiitions ot fundamental laws ; they were 
allowed to be changed, though by the 
legiflative power only, when thought de- 
fcftive. Acconiingly, thefe laws were, 
(luring the reign of King Frederic of Heffe 
CaJQfel, in the year 1743, improved, and 
adapted to the renewed form of govern- 
ment. But licentioufnefs and fraud hav- 
ing got the better, the judges and execu- 
tors found means to elude the laws, in ex- 
plaining each paragraph of the law, not 
In conformity to the fenfe or intention of 
the legiflature, but, on the contrary, ac- 

I cording 
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cording to the corrupted mind and the 
vicious motives of each executor. In or:-* 

• ■ 

der to remove this inconvenience, legiflar 
tors thought proper to give the lav^s more 
evidence, by enabling new laws, to expkia 
the former : Thus, in endeavouring to 
prevent tranfgreflions, by increaiing ; the 
bulk of laws, but diminifhing the aum^ 
ber of faithful executors, the laws, in a 
fhort time, became as numerous as the 
profligate rulers themfelves, who both can 
aded and executed the laws- 

The fenate, confifting of the king, and 
twelve, fometimes eighteen fenators, , was, 
according to the . conftitutions, inveded 
only with the judicatory., and executory 
power, during the abfence of the dates ; 
to whom the fenate, excepting, the king^ 
were bound to give an account of the ad- 
miniftration qf affairs at the next meet- 

V ... I 

ing. As for the legiflative power, it was^ 1 
by the conflitution, entirely referved to 1 
the four flates, as the deareft pledge of 

freedom; 
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' ftcedom ; but, in courle of time, even 
diis power ^^zs invaded and abufed, not 
^nly by the fen^te, but alfo by the feve- 

tral colleges, formerly eftablifhed at Stock- 
liolm, merely for managing and executing 
civil or military matters* 

Eiach college confifts of ten or twelve 
members, called counfellors and afTeffors, 
and is headed by a prefident, who always 
18 a nobleman ; which, Hke the fenate, 
are anfwerable to the four ftatcs for their 
public condu(A. Their places, in the fame 
mannei^as all other public offices in Swq- 
. ticn, being affigned to them for life, and 
diftributed, fometimes by the fl;ates, but 
mod commonly by the king and fenate : 
thfey could not be difplaced, but for crimes 
committed, after having been legally tried 
and condemned. The college of admi- 
ralty, feated at Carlfcrona, and where mat- 
ters were adminiftrated concerning the ma- 
rine ihilitia, was fo far different from the 
other coUegeis, that its prefident behoved 

G always 
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always to be one of the fenators. The 
college of war, on which it is incum- 
bent to manage every thing concerning 
the militia in general, and the land-forces 
in particular, whether it concerns the im- 
proTement of their difcipline, or their 
pay J this college, fince the reign of GuP*^ 
tavus Adolphus, was not, like the others, 
provided with conftant members, but they 
were chofen and appointed, according to 
an enadled law, from that regiment, 
which the matter in queftion concerned. 
The reft of them, as, for inflance., comr 
merce and chamber colleges, the former 
for difpofing of the trafBc, the latter for 
managing the finances all over the king* 
dom, were eftablifhed almoft upon one 
footing. This, in the conftitution, fo in- 
comparable edablifhmcnt, could not fail, 
in fadl, to promote the ruin of the (late, 
and that of its liberty j. which, two circum- 
ilances of the utmoft importance chiefly 
concurred to eflfcct} ^viz, the vaftly vor 
.^ creafing^ 
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creafifag number of civil. anid military of-^ 
. ficer^ J fecbndly, the fmall, or no falary ^t 
all, appointed for the civil offices* It nc* 
verthelefs being indifpenfibly neccflkry, 
that their honour, lives^ dignity, and fa-* 
inilies fliould be fupported, the confe-^ 
quences were no lefs unavoidable^ And it 
is furprifing, that^ ndtwithftanding the 
utmoO: evidence and certainty of thefe 
confequetices, confirmed by continual ex-^ 
perience, fince there were as many diftref* 
fed, as there were men or families depend- 
ing on civil employment 1 the king, rie- 
verthelefs, as well as the fenate^ far frdm 
being folicitous to relieve a part of the 
public diftfefs, on the contrary, miedi-* 
tated only, how to make ufe of the flue* 
tuating virtue, of which a ftafving fitiia* 
tion at lad impelled the miferable to fuf- 
focate the nobler fentiments^ for being able 
to tranigrefs its limits* ,Thofe who were 
the moft honeftj were indeed the inoft. 
miierable) in . endeavoujring to/ufferany 

G.a fliing, 
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thing, rather than allow their ' honefty^ or 
their confcience, to be Itained with re- 
proaches of iniquity. 

Heaven itfelf could no longer fqfier the 
inhumanity of cruel rulers, who caofed 

s 

the guilty only to rejoice, and the virtuous 
perilh, in fuch a manner as made human 
nature itfelf fhudd^r with ' horror* 

As for the fenate, it governed by crea- 
tures and court- favourites ; and even the 
fenate itfelf was compofed of penfiohers 
and favourites, raifed to their places/and 
ufed, by their leaders j like thofe half-po- 
Klhed inftruments prepared for handfing 
any dirty matters, which, hahds cleanfed 
in innocence, perhaps would them^ves 
avoid touching. This very ariftocrati- 
cal rabble laid hold on the fupreme power 
during the abfence of the four dates ;' in- 
vaded, and divided among themfelvesi' and 
favourites, the legiflative, - judicatory^and 
executive powerj Bf-infpitin^ the reft of 
the nobiKty, arid p^ic^arly thofe- 6m- 

ployed 
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ployed in the colleges, with their deceitftil 
and poifonous fcntiments, they . were QZr 
pable^ not only of plunging them in igno^ 
ranee conceifning their intereft, quite dif* 
fcrent from that of this proud and infolent 
ariftocracy, but likewife, of joining them 
to <I^fend and protedl a fenate, which ne- 
Tcr flattered them oftener than when in 
danger of lofing their power, and when 
bloodfhed, injuftice, and violence, feenied 
inexpedient for afibrding them the fiipe- 
riority. 

The liberty of the prefs, introduced, 
and declared a conftitutional law in 1766, 
was, by the fenate, and the high court of 
juftice, controlled, at pleafure ; and, be- 
ings perfuaded that the prefs was the duly 
meansby which knowledge could be fpread 
farther than within a narrow circle of dif- 
guifed or concealed ufurpers, and' that it 
would open a vaft profpcfc^:, not only into 
the prefent^ but alfo into paft and fix- 
turQ cranfa^ions i ' this could not fail of 

G 3 ftriking 
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iRrriking the ufurpers with rcfentmcnt a-r 
gainft thofe who made ufe of the preft ) 
an4 engaged them to perfecute knowledge, 
as, much, 3LS they wifhed their unanfWerf 
able mifcondudl to be covered j the com* 
mon igiiQrance of which, was by them 
confidered ^s the only means for pracflifing 
wickednefs without obflacle, and with im-* 
punity, Any one might;, therefore, have 
written what he pleafed, p^rovided he did 
j\Q% difpover the crimes, injuftice, and vior 
lences exercife^l by |he fenate and colleges; 
Wh.i^hjj if lh^ writings cont?iined, the au- 
thor was, l)y prderfii of the innate, feiied 
and puniihed, vmder pretence of hs^ving 
endeavoured, to qprnupt the people, by 
teaching them f vices unknown before, 
l^cargely yf^K clergymen fpared, who 
from thf; pulpit condemned the fame^ 
, frimss, and threatened the criminals only 
with the vengeance of heaven, which they 
feared lefs. than the. indignation of the 

JKRt^l^i ?^- P9Pr cler^^ian wasv ^pon 
t . ; ' > thisu 
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- ^iisy fwarted with accufations of his be* 
ing a politician ; and it, in reality^ was e- 
nough to ruin his reputation. Many o- 
thcrs, who, in the fame manner, inveigh- 
ed againft corruptiOiy, and it being out of 
their power to avoid (hooking Ijbtne few 
corrupters, though without mentioning 
their names, were imprifoned, as having 
intended to raife the people in rebellion. 
Such were the means by which ignorance 
was cultivated, and infolenqe propagat- 
ed ; 'which allowed fome few, who alone 
knew the vices, to pradlife them at the 
expence of all the reft of the people, who 
were ignorant of the fame wickednefs, or, 

< 

at leaft, could not prefume fuch i mif- 
condud, and accordingly, were unable 
to avt)id being deluded and opprefTed by 
the crimes of their leaders. 

Good and evil, though, in their na- 
ture, objedls, quite oppofite to one ano- 
ther, are'neverthelefs, in the human per- 
ception, not capable of feparation, if the 

G 4 true 
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true idea is wanted, either of the one Or 
the other ; whence it muft follow, that 
thofe who never knew vices, never can 
know true virtue in all its extent. It be^ 
ing not the cunning, but the malevolent, | 
who praiflife the vices ; thofe who exer- 
cife virtue, without knowing themfclvcs 
to be virtuous, may often as eafily pradife 
the oppofit'e vices, with all the fame igncH> 
ranee, though wiphin a different circle, 
according to each one's different fpherCrOf 
life. Public vices and crimes^ committed 
within a ftate by only a few in high rank^ 
could never be imitated, but merely re* 
prpached by the people in common ; and, 
in as far as they are imitable, the loweft 
and the meanefl knows them in his own 
circle, without farther new difcqyeries 
than the ufual dictates of his paflioi)S> 
which, to corredi, but not to detrimmit, 
the liberty of the prels^ /was indeed nipfl; 
ferviceablej but, alas! nothing wa$ fa^ 
cred to cofruptaiminds,;^uauatin|i^e* 

twixt 
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twixt committed crimes and feared re«- 
proaches. 

The better to facilitate the invafioh of 

-■ ♦ 

the fupreme power, the fenate, in whofe 
power it was, between the diets, to ap- 
point officers of the firft rank to vacant 
places, filled every place of influence and 
importance;^ with men attached to them- 
felves by the fame views^ fupported either 
]by common intereft, or by common crimes. 
Not only the fenators themfelves were 
mail frequently and carefully chofen 
out of thofe who poflefled grounds, ac- 
quired by invading lands belonging to 
the crown j but j^lfo, feveral capita famili(t>^ 
and other gentlemen, having, in the fame 
manner, and by laws enadted for facili- 
tating fuch invafions, feized fome lands 
.from the crown^ and for a trifling fum of 
money, fervihg only to give fuch rapacv- 
. ty. the naitie of purchafe, had put in their 
pqSkSion many hundred dilT^rent pieces 
of ground, of whicK the crown was the 

former 
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former proprietor : it alfo now remained; 
to put only fuch men in tBe moft impor- 
tant oiKces, in order to procure for the 
ftriate, fectirity and protection in praC- 
tifing abufes and infolences. Whence it 
happened, that no fooner was the fenate 
threatened with an approaching account 
of their inifcondudl, but hints were gi- 
ven of an imminent danger all proprie- 
tors were in, of lofing their lands, gained 

either in a lawful or unjuft way; and 

If* . . . ' 

thqufands were found ready to protedl 

i 

the infolence of the fenate, under pretence 
of defending lawful poffeffions. 

Some prefidehts, counfellors, or aflef- 
fors of the collejges being appointed from 
among men who were mingled in thefe very 
interefts J and the colleges having imme- 
diate influence on all the affairs of the 
kingdom, it, of confequencc, was the 
means the moft expedient to make the 
common abufes of the colleges and fenate 
fledfaft and vracoutrolable j patticularly 

• • • * , X 

as 
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M fbme of the members of the colleges, 
being capita fdmiUdty were repreftntatives 
during the diet.* It equally paved the fc-' 
pate and tKe colleges an eafy • way to 
the legiflative power, as it gave them vi- 
gow ^nd (farength in the 'maintenance of 
the judicative and executive power, which 
they exercifed between the diets. No 
chgoge, however, was made in the writ- 
ten^ confliitutiohs, ftill iadj udicating the 
Supreme power to the four ftates alone ; 
ncvcrthelefs/ one might now fee the face 
of affairs changed, by the common mif- 
condudl of the fenate and the colleges, 
exerted no lefs in enabling new common 
laws, than by fai^idus parties always a<Sl- 
ing againft the cottftinjfions^ This legl^ 
flatf^i was ipradlifed by them, under the 
name i^f explaining the more obfcitre fea-^ 
tences of the eomttion law, by hew bne& 
thus enaiSled ; butj^fi reality, numberlefs 

^ - • 

new laws wereby tjicm frequently ehaft- 
'^ CQUtaiping^ a fenfe ' ijtitt^e contrary to 

tho 



loS An History of ^^ 

the forijaer, which the latter were dc- 
figned to elucidate. Efoubts were xicr 
Ver wanting about the feofe of one or 
pt^her line of the CQnuooon ^aw, as £cK>n 
as, either the malevolence of a judge, or 
the perfidy. pf. any ufurper wanted a new 

}aw^ either to fecure his mifcondudl, or 

• , ft .■'• •■ ' •.. -• 

j:o. 'forward an intended violence. Even 
the proyincial judges, or lawyers of the 
country, and the; imaller towns,, foipijd 
means to xnifunderftand and elude the 
Jaws in favour pf violences by them exerr* 
cifed* Queftions were frequently derived 
from fh? common law, ^nd were prppofed 
to the fgnate, or to the colleges, and by 
theni. pxpKdatedi s^nd (iecided by the ^ew 
laws, , wl^ich it was the cuftppi to.j>ubli(h 
hiy. lJ?e,,5:lergy;,fr<?m. the f8^ io *U 
churchesi: oyer the kingdc^ol,: as iboa as 
hf. had finiflied jhis feripaofl. I : , . - ; 

^ I .^ fiphere now no Ipnger reinained the leaCb 
di^iculty .ini;exeJjcifing; as uacontroUed ins- 
f^lei^e, ias jiniVpFraliobiuQiaQity ; and tko* 
sf\-. one 



! 
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^ncor othCT individual of them, by his top 
apparent or uncommon fhock againflfome 
of the criminal laws, might have thrown 
iumfelf beyond the reach of being fup- 
portedj or his violences proteAed, by the 
reft of his party; and he thus might have 
fallen a facrifice to the criminal law : the 
^whole neverthelefe fubfifled ; and fuch an 
example only ferved, to fecure the wholt 
in an univerfal eiercife of ftcret crimes or 
oppref&ons, in the fame proportion as 
the aUowed punifhrnent of the few indi- 
viduab gave the ^hole an appearance of 
Tirtueuandjuftice. So that fince a more 
xmiverfal corruption had got the better, 
there was within each fmall circlif^ of 
power, almoft as many monftrous ty- 
rants, as there were found claffes of ig- 
norai^e wretches, who fomctimes neither 
knew, nor dared complain of their mi£e- 
ry ; for complaints, proffered in the or^ 
dinary way of law-fuits, -were the xnoft 
common path to the laft- degree 6f fuiSer- 

ings; 
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ings; for the greateft opprelTor and tbr 
judge being mod commonly united by 
party or intereft, and the judge more^ 
over placed in his office for life, ufu* 
ally in fuch a manner as to be able 
to proteA the moft cruel oppreffions, 
and by them likewife to be equally 
proteiSled; therefore, the juft complaint' 
of the injured, was often confidered as 
a crime committed againft laws prohi^ 
biting unlawful accefs to trials ; and he . 
was puniihed before his caufe was heardi 
or often perfccuted, till he was too weary 
to purfue, or too poor to purchafe juftice. 
Human paflions are infinite, and the. ob-^ 
jedls ferving commonly to fktisfy them, 
being only of a limited nature, the enjoy- 
ment of them, inftead of fatisfying the 
human heart, only ferve to ftir its defires, 
and give the paflions more force. The three 
objedls of all human paflions being hcH 
nour, intereft, or pleafure, none, there-* 
fore, in fa^, thinks his honour too great, 

bift 
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tis advantages too extenfive, or his plea- 
fpres too entertaining; and though, in 
cooiplinients only, the words sre ufed in 
a quite diiFerent manner of expreffion, 
experience itfelfneverthelefs proves, that as 
each man 15 born with human nature, and 
CQUfequently with felf-love, he accordingly 
de£u:es and paffionately loves his chief ob- 
jcdl conform to his inclination ; and he 
only wants a convenient opportunity, for 
being infenfibly inclined to think, he caft 
never, enjoy his darling too much. No lefs 
natural grew the defolation of Sweden, 
fince once the fliackle^ of liberty were bro- 
ken ; when once pride, avarice, and volup- 
tuoufnef^ had no more obftacle, each op- 
preflbr could find hi? objeft within the 
fmallefl . circle, and in the lowed ftation, 
and the corruption could not but grow 
the more univerfal, and the moft deftruc- 
tlve. ' 

Juftice, the ftrongeft pillar for fupport- 
ing freedom, and the lafling fupport and 

i ' comforc 
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comfort of each governor, even when all 
other means of fecuring himfelf fhouid 
appear fludtuating and uncertain, was 
thoroughly negledled in Sweden; and it 
grew a cuftom and a kind of complai- 
fance, to commit the molt villanous in- 
jury, and to opprefs virtue and inno- 
cence, merely in order to do a favour to a 
friend, 

4 

The jurifdi6lions of Sweden, the coun- 
try being exteniive and thinly inhabited, 
ufe to be of very great extent, and' of dif- 
ferent eftablifhment. Each town had its 
own magiftrates, divided into two bodies, 
headed by one mayor or conful, in the 
fmaller towns ; but in the larger, there 
are two mayors ; the biie appointed for 

civil, and the other for criminal niattiffS. 

' ' • • 
A third body exifted, when matter^ Cdfi- 

cerning the cuftbm-houfe, or frfiuggmig, 

were tried. The fenate, and particularly 

the king, nominates the* inayot pxA of 

three, chbfen by the inhabitahtS of the 

town 
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tdwn from amongft the lawyers, and pro- 
pofed to the king's choice. He keeps his 
office fot life, as well as the twelve coun- 
fellors adjoined to him ; who are chofen 
by the inhabitants from amongft them- 
felvcs, and are ftipported by the traders 
of the town, in the fame manner as the 
mayor, by an annual, though fmall falary. 
The country jurifdidlions, of which there 
are two or three in each province, accord- 
ing to its extent, are diftinguifhed from 
the jurifdidlions of the towns, by different 

« 

laws and judges ; for the judge, though 
appointed by the king, in the fame man- 
ner as the mayor of the towns, is, howe- 
ver, riot chofen by the country people, 
but, on the contrary, by the high court, 
(in Swedifh, Hofrat.) Three lawyers are 
appointed, and propofed to the king's no- 
mination ; and one of them having ob- 
tained his warrant from the king, he is, for: 
life, judge of that jurifdiftion, together 
with twelve peafants chofen. by himfelf, 

H and 
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and adjoined to him, under the name of 

■ 

tivelfmen. The eftablifhments of the city 
and country courts agree with one another^ 
in fo far, that the mayor, in towns, has tw6 
votes, and each of the counfellors only 
one ; and the country judges (called^ in 
Swedifh, haradfhofdinge) have two, and 
each tivelfman has one vote, in judg- 
ing caufesj however, particularly in Fin- 
land, where the peafants know only their 
own language, quite different from the 
Swedifh, but the advocates are ordered to 
plead in Swedifh, and all the j udges- wri- 
tings and difcourfes being carried on in 
the Swedifli language: the tivelftnen ferve 

« 

only to fill up their number appointed by 
the country law. 

From both thefe courts above mention- 
ied, the difcontented part had liberty to 
appeal to a higher court ; and according- 
ly, the fame matter was tried a fecond 
timCy either in the Lagtnatis court, ia 
Landchancelly^ or in the Hofrat ; in the 

firfl. 
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firft, if the caufe is a civil matter ; in thtf 
fecond, if oeconomical ; but criminal mat-* 
ters arefubmittedto a farther difcernment 
of the Hofrut. In matters refpedling tradd 
and commerce, the caufe was remitted 
fropa the towns to the college of commerce 
at Stockholm. To thefe trials above men- 
tioned, the party complaining is bound 
to lend his complaints, or, in fome cafes^ 
to appear in perfon, within a certain timS 
appointed by the law, and by the firft 
judgment. But no time being fixed^ by 
theSwedifh lawsj to the judges, for finilh* 
ing the caufes, each matter was often re-* 
t^rded in fuit for many years at each court 
of trial ; whence it happened fometimes, 
that the perfecuted either never obtained 
juftice, or, if he did fo at laft, he gained 
a fmall matter, in exchange for having 
loft his wealth, his time, and his beft 
years j while he who did the injury j in 
the mean-time, grew wealthy and proudi 
on the ruin of the complaining party • 

Ha thid 
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This happened the more frequently, when 
the fame caufe was tried a third time, at 
a ftill higher court ; which, according to 
the variety of matters, was performed in 
the different colleges at Stockholm, or by 
the Ho/rat ; and the fame fubjedl being 
yet the fourth and the fifth time judged 
by the fenate, and then by the ftates du- 
ring the diet, a perfecutor wanted but a 
matter of trial to be able to do any thing, 
if he was an adherent to the judge^ and 
if the latter was as much dependent on 
him ; and fome of the judges, from the 
firft to the laft, being all joined by the 
fame ties of common mifbehaviour, their 
intereft became the fame, in protedling 
one another's fentences and judgments. 

Sufferings, in proportion as they grew 
common, generated a common defire of 
fafety, the moment of which, the enemies 
of liberty attentively looked upon, as the 
day mod fuical^le for affording them the 
viaory. 

, Commerce 



I 
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Commerce or trade, the cultivation of 
nines, and agriculture, now began to Ian- 
i^uifh and evanifh, as foon as they were, 
iO an uncontrollable manner, difpofed of 
by^thofe refpedlive colleges, who could 
jxert no lefs the legiilative than judica- 
:ory and executive power and influence, 
Lccording to their private intercft ; and the 
noft induftrious people, who lived by the 
:ultivating of fuch trade, took their flight 
Tom the country, in proportion as the 
lifficulty increafed of fubfifl:ing and fup- 
sorting their families' in the way pf their 
>uiinefs. 

The colleges of commerce, mines, and 
:hamber or finance, as if they had loft 
:he fenfe of fight, and nothing had now 
-emained to them, but that of feeling what 
?ell into ^heir private hands^ loft the view 
^f the whole national intereft ; and only 
[bme few fraall bodies and places, or of- 
:en fome fidgle individuals, were regard- 
ed, and allowed, by explained laws, to exr 

H 3 ercife 
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ercife monopolies ; and all the reft of the 
citizens being excluded from the faxntf 
prerogative, and their only bufinefs to liv? 
upon, being the cultivatiori of trade, they 
were, in a manner, as much commanded 
to ftarve, as prohibited from living by 
their profeffion. 

The college of commerce, having in its 
power the management of matters relat-r | 
ing to traffic and trade, did, for inftance, 
by enacted law^, prohibit foreign yeffels 
from arriving at Stockholm, with any o* 
ther cargo but that of ballaft of fand or 
ftone, in order to refervc the gain of exr 
portation to the country, and extend their 
own navigation, in proportion as no 6r 
ther but their own vefTels were permitted 
to c^rry on the traffic. This law alfo want- 
ed nothing tq make it effedual, but only 
another law capable of prohibiting all fo- 
reign vfflels from failing to any other 
plnce than Sweden or Stockholm; but 
{l^^s latter being ridiculpus, the former 
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could not but at once deftroy all trafEc in 
Sweden ; and in the^ fame proportion as 
it fhut the harbour of Stockholm, it open- • 
ed thofe of Pecerfburgh and Riga, for the 
trading nations of greateft intereft to Swe- 
den. England and Holland, chiefly, find- 
ing it far from their intereft to export 
from their flourifliing countries, i^othing 
but fand or ftonc to Sweden, in exchange 
for which, they could not obtain the Swe- 
difh iron: they rather began to export 
valuable commodities -to Ruffia, for ob- 
taining, not only Ruffian iron and flax, 
but lifcewife feveral other rich produc- 
tions of that country. Within a fliort 
tinie, were alfb feen in Sweden, ruined 
merchants, and nothing heard of but 
bankruptcies, and beating of drums in the 
ftreets, in order to catch thofe miferable 
people, whofe ruined trade and credit had 
forced them, fince they were incumbered 
with irifolvable debts, to look fecretly for 
their fafety* abroad. Nothing bears con- 

H 4 ftraint 
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ftraint lefs than commerce, it being 
carried on by each individual's delire of ^ 
gain ; the motive is too natural, and can^* 
not be effaced by political rcftraint, but, 
on the contrary, irritated to exert itfelf 
with more force, in a hurtful way. Smugr 
gling and deceit are the firft effecls of it, 
though attended with the ruin or deftruc- 
tion or thofe who pradlife it j and wheni 
no other means remain, either for fup^ 
porting life, or fatisfying the defir^ of 
gain, they mud leave the country, sind 
retire to another, where there is a poilibi-f 
lity of fatisfying themfelves ; like thofc 
rufhing torrents, which, flopped in their 
natural courfe, firfl flagnate, and then 
break out like an inundation, in a direc* 
tion according to the nature of the 
ground. 

The artifans experienced the fame fate 
as the merchants. The traffic and circu- 
lation of money being flopped, the arti* 
fans were under the neceffity of felling 

their 



f 

% 



Lat^ Revolution in Sweden. 121 

eir tobby and locking tlie doors of their 
3rk*-boufcs. Money having been grant- 
[ by one party of rulers to certain arti- 
QS, in order to encourage arts and ma-* 
i£iiflures, it was no Iboner employed 
r the receivers, but another party rofe 
govern, who fequeftrated the artifans 
are^-houfes, and extorted from them the 
anted encouragements, juft when they 
n*e going to reap the intended fruits. 
30ut 500 workmen, of the mod important 
ts, reduced to the utmofl diftrefs and 
tremity, were feen, in the years pre- 
3U5 to the revolution, to leave their 
itivc country, ^ and retire with their 
milies to Ruffia, in order to get their 
ead. The patrons or pofleflbrs of iron- 
ines, commonly the richeft people in 
veden, (there being about 430 iron- 
ines) were, in a few years, reduced al- 
toft to the fame fituation with the mer- 
iiants and tradefmen; for none of the 
merchants being any longer able to pur- 
chafe 
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chafe the iron from the proprietors of the | 
•mines, and few, in courfe of time, want- 
ing the Swedilh iron : all this brought on 
the poverty of the patrons, and the ruin 
of their iron-mines ; they having, more- 
over, been the bafis of Sweden's former* 
Jy flourilhing ftate, their ruin could not 
now but thoroughly and fpeedily weaken 
that kingdom. The college of mines, very L 
likely as corrupted as the other courts, 
and to which the management belonged, 
not only of civil and oeconomical caufes, 
but likewife the adjufling of matters, con- 
cerning all thofe inhabitants of Sweden 
who were employed to work in the mines: 
this college might, in all probability, have 
contributed to their ruin as much, as did 
the fame, the intimate connexion of a de* | 
ilrucflion, infeparable from the trade and 
the mines, fince the traffic had been once 
deftroyed. 

. The college of chamber managing mat- 
ters concerning the finances and agricul-' 

I turc 
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* 

tiire of Sweden; and being, moreover, 
^joined with the chamber of revifioriy which ^ 
received and looked over the treafures ga- 
thered by taxes in the different provinces 
pi the kingdom, was capable of taxing 
the people at pleafure, without the people 
being in the leafl capable of perceiving this 
mifcarriage in all its extent. The ilew- 
ards of each country jurifdidlion, whofc 
bufiaefs it was to levy the taxes, each 

* 

of them within his circle, wiere all ap- 
pointed to their office by thife college, 
in exchange for the enormous fums of 
money which they bound themfelves to 
pay to one or other of the members of the 
chamber college, for the obtained (lew- 
ardfhip. The ordinary annual falary 
of fuch a fteward, being but a trifle, 
icarqely fufficient to fupport a fingle man 
during the courfe of a year: it could 
not , fail to make this fteward, although 
one iof the loweft officers of the crown, ^ 
^^^er, and a ravager of ?ach jurifdidlion; 
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and he commonly was but the inftrunaent 
of the chamber college ; the more efpc- 

I 

cially, if the governor of the fame pro- 
vince vras by private views attached to 
the college, which almoft always happen*' 
ed. The taxes in general, and the land- 
tax in particular, are in Sweden divided 
often into twenty diflFcrent fums; each 
of them being of different and variable 
quantity, the common people, and cfpe- 
cially the peafants, never knew how much 
they muft pay, but only how much they 
had paid ; the fum of which being writ* 
ten in their books, they ufe to be fatisfi- 
ed, whatever might be the quantity paid, 
either of money, corn, or other kind of 
duties. In many cafes of complaints, 
which ought to be diredled either to- the 
governor or the chamber college, or to j 
the country judge, where the injured 
ought to feek redrefs : he foon was flop- 
ped in the ufual way of courts and trials. 

Privileged 
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Privileged courts of trial had been e- 
(lablifhed conformably to chsirters grant- 
ed to certain bodies of the ftate, in order 
to be judged by themfehres, fuch as the 
nobility, clergy, univerfities, and the mi- 
litary body. But each court ferved, fince 
corruption was introduced, only to pro- 
pagate the corruption ; for, the maintain- 
ing of order and juftice being no more 
their objeft, violence, injuftice, and cruel- 
ty, increafed with the number of thofe, 
who could bell pra<5life thofe very crimes. 
So that, if ever it is tyranny, to bring 
inaocence to the utmoft imhappinefs pof- 
fible in human life, as, indeed, it is the 
greateft tyranny : there alfo were almoft as 
many tyrants as there were found judges* 
A fcafibld, ax, block, or hangman, when 
prefented to innocents, are horrible £pec- 
tacles indeed ! but if death is the only 
comfort of the mod miferable ; then thofe 
Swedes who yet loved true virtue and ho- 
nour^ might rather have wifhed to have 

among 
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among them as many hangmen as they' 
had judges j for the former could end, but | 
the latter only would prolong an unhappj^ ! 
life. The hangmen might have done their ; 
bufinefs openly, and thus, perhaps, ftir- 
red fome compafBon yet remaining in the 
country, to relieve diftreffed virtue ; but 
now, on the contrary, the judges main- 
tained their employments fecretly ; for all 
trials in Sweden being carried on with 
fhut doors, fo that none, except the judges, 
the purfuers and defenders, are • allowed 
to be prefent during any trial ; and the 
judges being, befides, concealed under 
mafks of falfe virtue, and fplendid pride, 
few alfo knew them, and none could favc 
the wretched vidlim. 

The military, and mod part of civil 
officers, had it in their power to refign 
their places whenfoever they pleafed, and 
fell their oflBce to whomfoever paid the 
greateft price; which, in the country lan- 
guage, was called accordera. Though 

t}his 
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» 
this cuftom might have ferved to give its 

office the more value, if, together with the 
fum of money paid for the place, perfonal 
virtue and ability had been required of 
thofe who were employed to fill fucb pla- 
ces ; but the latter being no more the 
We, this eftablifhment only contributed 
•to promote fuch candidates as either could 
have moft uncontrollable accefs to the 
public treafures, or by briberies could de- 
ferve the countenance of the fenate, or 
that of its favourites. It was indeed the 
cuftom, to examine fome few officers be- 
fore they were admitted to their places ; 
fiich, for inftance, as were to obtain em- 
ployments by fortification or gunnery ; 
but, the candidate knowing too well, that> 
conformably to the eflablifhment and cuf- 
tom, his purfe was firft and chiefly to be 
examined, he accordingly was felicitous 
to prepare his fkill rather in that, than in 
the other career of learning, in order to 

be 
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be an ufeful officer, either in the civil orl'^ 
military fphere. "^ 

One opportunity more remained to offi- 
cers in the military fervice, for gettii^ 
annually vaft fums of money. A fbldief'j 
payment, being a trifle when confldei'd 
feparately from the whole fuin deftined 
for the fupport of a regiment ; each fol- 
dier chofe alfo rather to get his officer's 
leave to abfent himfelf from the regiment, 
in order to gain, by his working in the 
Country, a larger fupport for him and his 
wife and children ; but, for the obtaining 
of fuch a permiffion, he was obliged to re- 
nounce his fmall falary within the regi- 
ment ; which payment, the officers, from 
the lieutenant to the colonel of the regi- 
ment, both inclufive, divided among thero- 
felves. Whatever might have been the vices j 
of the military ftate, they are excufable ; 
befides that they in general had a fmall 
fhare in the government, their falary was j 
too fcanty j and foreign kings had for a 

botu 
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-hwtt^ftj years, goveraed tfeenivwho kne^ 

better how to i*eckon their origin from old 

Siw!iR{k kittgd, than to imitate the real 

afb^fUoa and qtiKititiea g( thofe Swedifli 

ifirngB^ 'v^/twcWefly exerted their tendernefs 

'la cmneinlAy fMro^idiag for their milkia^ 

tn^bea they were 4ifidiA:urbed by wars a* 

bitoad. ^any y^apsfuidedngs, by violence 

Ifcnd injjyiftice, liad made them w^ary of th€ 

gOMfnuneiK, withidut perc^ vkig the faults 

o£th6^gove^nore{ who, unoofindfal of th^ir 

^uty, is^nd c^peleis of the common wel-^ 

fag^, .peHecirted true m<*rit and honour, 

aftd f*e warded ^uoh only as were willing 

tb^parts^e'iQ their vices, and pfoj:e<ft theii* 

crkiaes. 

IThe^du^ prinoes-o^'Sweden, *whcn they 
had attained the age of manhood, turned 
this jStnaUoa of the militia to their ad^ 
vantage; Mid, by foothing the difcontent-* 
^ 'party, and entertaining them with 
liopes of more favourable times for pro- 
^curing them once fatisfa^ion fw fuflfer^ 

I ed 
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ed injuries; they gained each in thdr 
fphere, as many fecret friends aa there 
were fuflFerers ; however, none of thofe m 
officers could yet prefume, that the ex- 
pedled fatisfaflion was one day to be 
extorted from the ruin of liberty, rather 
than from the ufurpers of it. The reft of 
the court*favourites imitated the pribces; 
and there grew, by and by, as many dific- 
rent parties of fecret friends, as there were 
leaders at court to head the different fenh 
timents of each divifion. Thus, within 4 
ftate, where, merely by its cor^uptk>fl| 
things were already difpofed for altera- 
tion, it grew, in a fliort time, an eafy 
matter for the Swedifh king to raife him- 
felf, from the mofl limited ftation^ to a 
moft unlimited defpot. 

The corruption of the clergy, particu- 
larly of thofe clergymen who were em- 
ployed in a higher ftation, did, more unir 
formly than the common civil difordersii 
abate the genius and the manners of the 

people^ 
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people, and retard all heavenly blef- 
iings from that country ; and, on the o- 
ther hand, forwarded npthing biit fin and 
ihanie ; for, there were found dlmoft as 
many facred moiifters, as bifhops and 
confifldrials, who had changed and ab*- 
jured the do<5lrine only, but, in reality, re*- 
taine<l in theit- condud, and protedled at 
their ecclefiaftical courts, all the vicious 
pra.i^ices of popery* Offices bf the larger 
and more important parifhes, were fold by 
the biihops and confiftofies to thbfe cler»- 
gynnen only who could pay them the moft 
enormous fums of money. Among the 
civif and . rpilitary officers, though they 
were oppfefled, and fuffered by the en- 
joyment bf the moft trifling falaries ; there 
neverthelfcfs were found within them, tax- 
ed or fixed J)aymehts for places, and their* 
errors were moreover fupported and au-* 
thorifed by laws^ which they thought 
juft and equitable. But, in the eccle- 
fiaftical fphere, though the clergymen en- 
. I i joyed 
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joyed fuperfluous yearly incoiAe$^ they, 
however, regarded not the kaft meafuit 
in emriching themfelvefe with the fpoife 
of th€ lower clergy^ or their poor Vridei*(fii 
and orphans ; who, in regard* to tfcek 
fubfiftencc after the death of their !i«f- 
bands or parents, depended in fome mea- .. 
furc, and according to the itcckfifl^SSaS 
laws, on the care of the bifhops ind 'ttit- ' 
fiftoiics. The confiftories and the ttAtSk 
having united interefts, at kaft,. in proecft- 
ing one another's iniicondu<5l, the -one %e- 
ing worfhipped amidft fan(3;ificd piNgudi- 
ces cf a religious zeal, the others fopport- 
cd by this ecckfiaftical authority, in ^jieir 
-common praftice of abuies: it aSfb 11- 
nited them both, and it was dahgifr'OHis 
to attack, and impoffible to refift, tht vid- 
knees of a bifhop or his confiftory, . 

<]lonformably to the ecckfiaftical taWSi 
•each biihopric, of which there are ' twe»ty- 
fix in Sweden, contained one or two con- 
fiftories, coniifting of one prefes^ being 

* the 
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bfi hiOiop) and fcven, or fometiaies twelve 
lergj^cn joined to him as members; 
^ho^ by tbc univ^riities, ufed commonly 
Q be the profeffors of divinity. The pre- 

3i?s h^d two yotes, and each member one, 

. ' ' ' • 

A deciding caufes 4ZoncerniHg the difci- 
pH^e of the churches or fchpols within 
dhciir diftrids. 

]$dides the ecclefiaftical confiftories, at 
Mch \padvcrfity is eredled an academical con- 
(iftory, which is divided into the confiftory 
pii^or and minor; where, according to the 
iicad^mical conftitutions founded by king 
Charles Guftavus, June 27th 1655, civil, 
oeconomical, and criminal matters are dif^ 
puf&d, in fo far a$ they regard any indivi- 
dual within the learned or academical ibcife- 
ty. Members of the major or minor con- 
fiftory, being, in the former, the redlor of 
the univerfity as prefes, affifted by all the 
profeffors ; and, in the minor, the pro- 
rcAor, prefes, and feven or more joined to 
bim from aniongft the tutors or matters 

' I 3 of 
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of arts, io quality of his coi^nfellorsj k 
they, moll commonly^ (the juris-prpjfef^ in 
fors at Upfal aud Lund excepted,) uftd to 
be withput the leaft knowledge either in j 
|:he theoretical pr pradical fcience-of laws} 
which iludies being of fo great an extern, 
particularly in Sweden, where the laws 
are fo numerous, and corrupted, the alnlity 
pf JcQowing and executing them cannot 
be acquired, but by thofe whofe bufinei^ 
it has been defignedly to ftudy the lawsj 
which haying never been the bufinefg of 
the judges, either philofophical or facrcdj 
they, in every judgment almoft, were, rea- 
dy to commit as many faults through ig* 
nprance and prejudice, as by want of 
motives produ(5live of juftice or huma'- 
nity^ From the minor confiftory appeals 
were allowed to the major; w:hich, in Finr 
land find Abb, very qfcen ufed to be only 
from pqe room to another ; the perfonal 
judges being the fame. Betwixt appeal, 
jkj^Una{iQ^ juJicisy and exceptb forU they 

feldom 
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fcldom made any diftin<flion. So great^ 
indeed, was either their ftupid ignorance, 
or unlimited infolence, when defigned to 
protedl one another's inhumanity ! The 
difcontented party could further, accord- 
ing to the academical conftitution, pur- 
ine his complaint from the major confif- 
tory to the pro-chancellor, who was the 
bifliopj and from him, to the chancellor 
of the univerfity, one of the fenators, who 
was alfo chofen to his chancellorfhip by 
the biflio;p and academical confiftory ; but 
he confcquently did nothing but confirm 
the fentences pronounced by the fornjer. 
— From the ecclefiaftical confiftory, an 
- appeal was allowed to the king. 

One inftance more, concerning fome of 
the bifhops and confiftories, may here 
find a place, however, with difguft rather, 
than any propriety ; fince it ferves only 
to prove, how polluted even thofe hands 
were, which, one would be apt to think, 
could deal out nothing but heavenly 

I 4 bleflings j 
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bleflingd. The place of a profeflbr of law, 
being, feme years; ago, vacant at the urn* 
veffity of Abo; conforniably to the coafti" 
tutions, three candidates of jnerit aod a« 
bilicies, did each of them publifti and de- 
fend their tlicfes, written upon fome fub* 
je£l of law ; but, inftead of their being 
propofed to the king and fenate's nomi- 
nation, that one of them might be crear 
ted profeflbr of that fcience ; the famous 
bifhop Brovalius, being a favourue of the 
court, propofed, on the contrary, one named 
Olaus Pryfs, who was not included in the 
number of the three candidates, and had no 
other merit, than that heufed tp attend the 
bifhop at his houfe, when drinking liquorst 
Such were, moreover, for their ftupidlty, 
looked upon by the bishop, as the moft 
proper tools for intriguesj^ which could 
not be carried on but by igaorants, who, 
as placed within a fociety of learning, 
could not but retain the chara^Sler and 
fplendpr of learned and honourable men. 

In 
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In. order to come nearer to the:dUpoii« 
toon of eccleiiaflxcal matters ;« aqcordmg 
ta the eccle^afUcal laws, a fi^udent of divi«- 
nity^ hating reached the age of tweatyrfivc 
years^ and obtained vocation fix>m any ch- 
ther clergyman, or from ibme churcb« to 
affift t]iem in the office} he prefents his 
iFocation, and a petition to the bi&opv and 
the confiftory^ in order to be ordained ; 
if his petition is. proved lavrfal, he is, by 
the bifhop and coniiitoryy coniecrated, 
and fefit to his place^i The means for ob-* 
taining fuch a vocation, was no more tht; 
ordinary way, but; moft commonly by 
addrefllng himfelf to a clergyman'^ daugh- 
ter, and demanding her in marriage } he 
iJien obtained the father's vocation in or- 
4er to b^ his aid. With this vocation, 
returning to the bifhop and confiftory, 
he thus was confecrated for the fer* 
vice of the church • Never was a cler- 
gyman who had a daughter, without aid ; 
which increafcd the cletgy libove five 

times 
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times the number requifite in the- Iting^ * 
dom. Their falary, which was paid them 
by the clerjgymen of the place, being the 
moft trifling, they were under the necef* 
fity of fubfifting on the gencrofity of the 
pariihioners; which altogether contribu- 
ted, on the one hand, to burden the 
common people, and, on the other, to 
weaken the ftate, by increafing the num- | 
ber of diftrefled clergymen, who were 
ready to be bribed for any reward adapt' 
ed either to their, genius or to dicir exi- 
gencies. 

When the place of a chaplain or reftor 
of the parifh was void, the Probjl^ a clergy- 
man over feveral parilhes, did, by letters, 
inform the bifhop and the confiflory a- 
bout the vacancy happening by the dc* 
ceafed clergyman's death. It being, by the 
laws, adjudged for the widow, or the or- 
phans to continue one or two years in 
the enjoyment of the ufual incomes of the 
O^ce poflefled by the deceafed ; another 

clergjrmatt 
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clergyman is alfo appointed by the confi- 
liory for carrying on the btifinefs in the 
mean while. During thefe two years, 
And within three months from the firft 
day of the vacancy, each clergyman with- 
in the bifhoprick, who wilhcs to fuc- 
cced the deceafed, muft fend his pe- 
tition to the confiftory, which, with- 
in thefe three months, forms the propo- 
fal, by pointing out three clergymen from 
among all thofe petitioners, in order to 
fend them to the vacant place, to preach 
each of them one fermon fucceflively, 
on difierent Sundays, for giving the au- 
ditors proof of their gifts and abilities. 
This being done, the Pr(?^, within whofe 
diftridl the vacancy happens, or any other 
clergyman, ordered by the confiftory, muft 
be prefent in that church the fourth Sun- 
day after, in order to aik the congrega- 
tion, whether they have any thing to ob- 
jedl againft thefe three clergymen, or not. 
If there is no objedion made, the congre- 

gatioi^ 
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gatuHi {XFoceeds to give, in the churcI^ 
ifae following Sunday, openly^ their fuj^ 
rages for thefe three propofed candidates 

One of them having obtained the pujoritj 

I- 

of fuffrages, and, as fuch, being announced 
to the coniiftory, he is, by the bifhop zxA 
confiil0ry, invefted with that place. But, 
in cafe of objediqn, further proceedings 
are delayed, till the complaint has been 
decided, either by the Idng or the coun* 
tryjijdge. Thi^ conftitution wants no- 
thing to re{id<ir it the xnofl happy, bu( 
good men to maintain and execute it 
J^ut now, the good men being out, and 
wicked iQfSi placed in the manager 
melit of thofe things, their conduct was 
{Rained wi(h lewdnefs, avarice and pai^T 
tiality. From among the petitionei^, 
chc&n by the confiftory, and propofed to 
the CQRgr^atioq, the moft defcrving, 
learned, pnd able men for that office, were 
negleded, pr perfe^uted ; 9nd, on the 
<^Qtr»$7» '^9( yicheft, qx xhf woft fervicc- 
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able for the intrigues aiid the ^ifual bri^ 
besies pradifed by the confiftories, were 
tntich regarded, and preferred to the fo»^ 
mer. for l^eing able to e&dude &om t^ 
propoftd, a man univerfally renowned for 
lias naerk) without beifnfg liaMe to any. pu^ 
Wcreproach, dlie confiftofy t^ed to inftigatb, 
•by letters, fomc very old <:lergymen, to 
{MAitiofiL for their bemg only once propofed ; 
^iid thuis, their numbefr of years employed 
m the drndtj &r^d to ^ekolude ano- 
liier, who wtts youngeft", ^^and "WheiB the 
conilftory Wds willing «6 hafve ^scepted 
•from dhe ^opoikl. Such old men were, 
*fl9w0ys fotind, lin great numbers, within 
-die biihoprick ; and who, in reality, nei- 
iihier de£red, nor could obtain the vacant 
•places but, on the contrary, and moft 
^frequently, if two of fuch old men were 
^propofed, and the third was a favourite of 
^5 biAiop ; theft two ferved only to pro- 
•cure a plurality of votes to the third, 
'who was the favourite } and thus, the 

•confiftory. 
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confiftory^ at any time, could forward it! 
defigns, if only valuable oblations were 
Offered upon their altars. Within the 
congregation, were, belideis others, fbme 
favourite clergymen, fecretly employed^ 
to procure a plurality of fufirages, b]f 
whom each fuffrage was paid with confi* 
derable fums of money, diftributed, chief* 
ly, amongft thofe within the Congreg^tioOi 
who had the ^eateft influence upon the 
hufbandmen, as being voters in the 
pariih. Vaft and turbulent parties were 
ufed to be ftirred up, and fupported, in 
fuch a cafe, on purpofe to divide the fiif- 
fragers, and manage the votes accord^ 
ing to the profpcdls. If, by open vio- 
liences and briberies, a zealous and ami- 
able candidate happened to be injured} 
and if, for inflance, he was capable of 
proying, that money and liquors had been 
ufed, in order to influence the fuffragcrs 
in favour of his competitors, he thus, ac^ 
cording to the laws; was obliged to give in 

I his 
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his. complaints in writing, to the confilto^ 
ry, the governor of the province, ancj 
to the country judge j but he foon wa^ 
flopped, in the cuftomary way of courts j 
trials, and judges. The fame thing hap^ 
pened if he had addreffed himfelf to the 
Idng, for proving that, the confiftory had in- 
jured him, when, by making the propofal, 
his petition had not been attended to at 
all, but, on the contrary, men of lefs merit 
and candour had been preferred to hinu 
In fuch a cafe, the confiftory being oblig- 
ed to give to the king a declaration of 
their proceedings, they not only reported 
the injured clergyman to be younger by 
feveral years, than the books at the place 
of his birth, and the archives of the con^ 
fiftory proved him to be ; but, were he 
even the moft learned and accomplifhed 
man among them, the confiftory now em- 
ployed all their cunning for reprefenting 
him to the king and fenate, as the moft 
iimple or wicked one, that ever was pro- 
duced 
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dnced in their fchools ; and for Ac rdt^ 
he was certain to be pcrfccutcd by the 
blfhop) as iong as he lired,. and never gef 
his Thread, if it happened not i3iat there 
aicofe another Pharaoh, whb, by chancei 
knew Jofeph. 

There are, teTpedfing their rights -ta 

the grounds which they dffl, four ibrts ^ 

peaffants in Sweden, -viz. fuch as are 

proprietors^ the ground they cull^rTace) 

fccondly, &o(cwho inhabit andtillgFeuadd 

belonging to the crown-; tShtrdlyj thdft of 

the nobility^ and fonrflily, peafaats tiil^ 

tivattng grounds belonging "to ^(bme ofthi 

gentry. 5iut they ttfed iStll to be ^in«d, 

and xaiied in -parties, only by the periecm-^ 

tions of thofe who were moft oaparble of 

threatening tfaora. 7he £rft claf^ feared 

the judge, who, in any care, could, 'bj in 

jriftice, -deprive 4She wpetc^ied prop/rietor ^ 

his pofleffion. The (econd dreaded this 

loweft officer df the crown, df whom d^m 

is QtK ^Imoft 'wichia each ^ariih, or, ac 

lead, 
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leaft, aver two patifhcs 5 and who, for any 
pretended fault attributed to the crown 
pe^ifa^Lt) can turn him out, with his wifd 
lind children, froin the crown's ground^ 
find tbi^ow them into a dairying condi-^ 
tipn ; a:nd this the more cafily,if the crown- 
pfBcer a<S conjointly with the judge^ which 
they never fail td do. The nobility and 
gentry, being pofTefled of grounds, are 
abld to do the fame to the holders 
of their lands. There alfb was no 
country place fectire againft perfcctition ; 
and few, inde^d^ among thefe poor fpoils 
qf manlynd, who groaned under the hea- 
Vieft burdens of the ftate, found dorapaf- 
£bh, oi* could efcape the moft inhuman 
{>erre($titions, when their oppreflbrs found 
the leaft intereft in it. Never were they 
iefs pitied; than finte lately the ufurpers 
had invaded the liberty j for thefe wretch- 
es were now deprived of their lands, and 
publickly whipped with rodsj only for' 
having complained about open violence j 

K their 
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their advocates too, who ventured, to con-^ 
demn fuch cruelty, and to plead the cauft 
of thofe human vidVims, were imprifoned, 
and punifhed, fome by being fed on bread 
and water, and others with confiderablc 
fines, befides feveral years confinement. 
. Relating to the clergy : One inftance 
happened, fome years-ago, in Finland^ re- 
garding the famous Bifliop Brovalius, at 
Abo. The governor of fome of the FiA- 
nifh provinces, having refufed to admit a 
certain man to one of the lowed places of 
a crown officer, in a parifh fituated with- 
in the bifhoprick ; the petitioner, having 
heard that nothing was impoffible to this 
biihop, he alfo addrefTed his petition to him ; 
the bifhop, in fpite of the governor, af- 
fured the petitioner, that, within a certain 
limited time, he fhould be in 'pofleffion 
of the office petitioned for ; which accords 
ingly happened. It was great pity, that 
this fpiritual did not live longer ; he, 
certainly, though a proteftanty might, ija 

courfe 
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tourfe of time, have mounted the pbpe^s 
, throne at Rome ; for his paffions knew no 
bounds. A vaft number bf parifhes iri 
Sweden are confidered as regalia ; which 
are immtediately provided by the king with 
clergymen, as foon as the cdnfiflory have 
informed the court of a vacancy in any 6^ 
fuch pariflies; In Stockholm, befides a few 
Other places in Sweden, the pariflies are lefs 
fubjecl to the influence bf the confiftorieSj 
than in general ; however, fince wicked 
toen have begun to manage the reins of go- 
vemmeiit^ no place, nor aiiy eftablifllment,, 
. could be guarded againfl; the viruleiiCe 6^ 
their adlions ; and the bribei^ies wete, in 
tXi places^ much the fame ; fo that, What, 
long agoy people df reafoning had thought 
or foristold^ now the common people, and 
fomeenthufiafts, began to confirm, though 
in their own language of crying, preach- 
ing and prophefying. Some amongft them 
imagined they ftw legions of devils ; others 
looked for Chrifl: coming to judge the 

K 2 World; 
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world ; and another part diverted their fool- 

ifhnefs, in endeavouring to explain or invef- 

tigate the infallible fenfe of the myfteriesof 

St. John's apocalypfe. Thofe, on the other 

hand, who yet endeavoured to prefcrve con- 

flancy, reafon, and manly virtue, but coul(i 

• fcarcely avoid, however dangerous it waj, 

the betraying of their virtue, either by 

fome languiihing air, or gloomy filence: 

their lives were fecretly attacked, by thpfc 

who deiired all citizens to become either 

fanaticks or partifans. 

\ . ► 

A vacant bifhop's chair was filled in the 
following manner. All the clergy in the 
bifliopric being convoked withia each 
probfiery^ they gave their votes for any 
clergyman whom they confidered as the 
beft qualified to fucceed the late bi- 
fhop^ The votes having been thus ga- 
thered, were fent by the Probft to the con- 
fiffory . Three of thofe clergymen who had 
obtained the majority of votes, (who moft 
commonly ufed to be fome of the mem- 
bers 
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bcrs of the confiftories) were, by the con- 
fiftory, cho(en, and propo(ed to the king 
and fen&te, \^bere one of the three eandi* 
ddtes wks 6le<^edi and created bi(hop« 
Tht Probji^ being a recftor of a parifii, onr 
#botti the coiSfiftdfy ednftwed this hdno- 
fify title, aiid the furVe^ of mer^ parilhes, 
Hiritli^^fome iticreafe of his aniiua) falaiy ; 
fci'acctyrdingly ufed to bt thorio^ighly ad- 
dS£ted to one or other mendber of th^ 
confiftory, to- whofc briberies he thought 
Uiaifelf chiefly indebted for his hono- 
ratjr' place. There were befides, feve- 
ral ref£^rs of parifhes, on whom the! 
cdncfiflory ufed to confer the mere hono* 
fary title of Probft^ without further pecu-^ 
liar influence in public, or any augmen- 
tation of his annual falary ; till fome of 
the former Prob/ls^ whole number was fix- 
ed, left, by his death, his enjoyed prero-^ 
.gatives to be further difpofed of by the 
bifliop or the confiftory. The bifliop to 
be created, behoved alfo, either by him- 

K 3 felf, 
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felf, or his partifans, to bribe in three dlf* 
fcrent places, for obtaining the bifhopric; 
The ProbJIs were employed in the pa-» 
rifhcs ; mutual fervices prevailed withift 
the confiftory ; and obligations to fur 
ture fei:yices were more efppcialjy :r€quirc4 
in the fenatg j and ip ?U the three places, 
inoney, pr other kind of prefents,, effe^led 
the reft j wl^i^h f xpences were afterwards 
reimburfed by a kind of traffic carried on, 
in felling fouls and pariflies. 
. There is but one archbifhop in Sweden, 
who is qhofen by all the ponfiftories^ moft 
commonly from araongft the bifhops, al| 
Qver the k'^ngdpm j and ; the plurality of 
Yote3 being prefenred to the kipg ^i>d ft? 
nate : he who ha? furpafled all the others by 
his attachment tp th^ court, is^ in all pro- 
bability, nominated archbifhop. His pre- 
jogatives confil^ almpft entirely in the prer 
ferment qf honour, or permifiion to perr 
form at the court the more folcmn admir 

niftrations 
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xiiftrations of cctlefiaftical rites, when he 
ois wanted by the royal family. 

In as much as iihe arthbifliops, in almoft 
everyone of the preceding diets, have been 
*chofen fpeakers^f the clergy, their public 
conduO hath not always been without 
ilainj To increafc their private intereft, 
and to prefervc it, by propagating among 
the' people ignorance and fuperftition, to- 
gether with a flavifh devotion, and bru- 
dfli ftupidity, ieem rather to have been 
tK^' obj^s of their zeal, than to promote 
. the comthdh welfare", by ciiltivating true 
*irtrife^,'*or" byehSlbling the minds of the 
pedple, either to know the value; or to a- 
fpirc to the enjoyment, of their freedom. 

To ih^W, laftly, and before *his ie- 
cond part is finished, how corrupted this 
(late was from the t6p to the bottom ; and 
ho^ univerfally ignorance and inhumani- 
ty had occupied the minds, and penetrat- 
ed thehearts, as well of thofe who were 
bora and bced to fave the human race, as 

K4 of 
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of thofe who were faid to.be the very rar 
vagers of mankind : we may^ for e^ 
ample, here mention fonve few adventures' 
pf a Swedifh gentleman; who^ after.hftv^ . 
ing, during his travels fp.r many ye^rs itk 
feveral European countries, got an oppoiT' 
tunity of fome better education than cpQl4 
be expedled, at that lime, in his c^fdv^ 
country, returned to Sweden, merely out;- 
pf compaflion for fonxe of his connjtj^- 
Kien, more th^n for any bene^t to hifii'^ 
felf. As« on the one h^cQd^ he could, ne^ 
ver think that the court had any iivtoa^ifuik 
pf changing th,e Swedifh coj*ftitvM;ioaS|>. prr 
to overthrow the Uberty; fo, on the other, 
hand, he could not but certainly pepfvu^de; 
himfelf,, that if ever the; moft iafolent li* 
centioufnefs fhould be ch;ecked, ajQ«d; ik^ 
pride, e^rted by an iahun^a aj^Qpi^raGy^ 
ibould be humbled, it could apt; Init;- be. 
expedled preferably fr^om tlioCb wbooi! 
he thought providence hadj by their birch^ 
^nd education, raifed above the reft ©€ 

men. 
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bMq, tbit they might be enabkdy zs^ 
siuch ta iuirpaifs them in goodnefs and hii-^ 
waaity* Accbrdiogljr, as foon as he war 
-^kbiii; the SwedHh territories, he tum^dr 
luft.yt«w(S fiow^d^ t:hc prdrnit king, who^ 
^l^rthftt.Ume, wai only crowa prince of 
SWwita^r aiid wrote to him a letter; The 
gflMlemi^il iJeiig youngs or about twenty-^ 
tbree j9Vi o£ agd,. when he iet out from 
ht$ country le and having, during his. trai-f 
ifeU, m fiat oc iS?ven years^ learned, howe-' 
wif, ift tbei^o^orre o£ hiis education, more 
1^taf9 by hia owjp experience, to know die 
ji^euaties^:. /of )m mother-country ; he ac-> 
^dijigjy Jfene*^ too little, fincc the cor-* 
i^plioa of hia country wa& far above wbatf 
be could imagine: the court being too 
codnrupttd^ In his moft fubmiffi/ve writing 
to the; cwiwn:* prince, by which he endea- 
voured to do his country fervice, he alfo 
OQiiid not avoid fome general expreflions, 
Ihod^g to the prince's paffions, on ac-- 
Gouttt of their not being exempt from the 

common 
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common weakiiefTes/ His writings alfe 
were regarded with contempt, and his 
perfba left expofed to the injury of thofe 
who imagined themfelves molt ofiended' 
by him. Within two y ears v the prince 
was attacked by all thofe < misfoituheS*' 
which the defpifed gentleman had^' in his 
writing, defiredJiIm to avc^d. ^he prince, 1 
now finding that he had ^bii&d the.gdod^ 
intentions of this gentlciaian,; made the 
laft error w:or£e t;han the firil j for, idftead 
of following motives of gen^rofity, .by 
reCogaizihg human frail ty^ as ia<a^ftble' 
of being exempt from &uk&^ the ptinc*^ 
en the contrary, imitated the exaiiiples of 
thofe monfters of men, who iare reafdy to 
perfetute.thofe whom they themfblves are 
conftious of having injured 4- on purpofe 
to efface their own faults, by aboli&ing 
the pioft precious of human.virtues. Such 
i^ight the prince's condudl have J>e€n with 
regard to many others who pitied him ( 
ifpr^ yrxih^n a fhoxt time, he fcarce had a^ 

»7 
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«y friends at all; as fuch princes, indeed, 
are the moft unworthy of having any. 
"His favourites too, who formeriy flattered 
his paffions, merely in order to fatisfy 
^heir own, now beg^n to Ihow thofe of 
%he princef to the people in pubHc, in or- 
der to make him as much detefted by the 
lower fopt, as he was hated by themfelves. 
This gentleman, not daring, for fome 
tiihf, to approach Stockholm, hid himfelf 
in fbme Imall country place, for two rea- 
fons ; firft, for retiring himftlf from the 
ibaring in public crimes, inevitable, ift cafe 
he had been forced to enter into public 
fervice ; for he faw men of the utmofl: 
integrity, who, fince they were engaged 
in the public fervice, took, part in the 
common vices, which they could not for- 
bear to pradlife, without expofing them- 
felves and their families to be infulted, 
perfecuted, and at laft ruined by the fury 
of partifans. Secondly, he having, dur- 
\xxg bis dwelling in fcyeral European 

countries, 
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countries, embraced this principle ats s || 
facred law, never deiignedly to undertake 
or approve of any thing not agreeinff 
with the laws and intereft of that coioi^ 
€ry where he lived ; as being, perhapit^ 
the true fundamental law for prefbrving 
dbe common rights of the human rac6 
But it having happened, that when he^ 
fome years before, had travelled into Ruf- 
fia and Peteriburg, that rebellious^ at that 
time,( were there fomented in dmofl^ e* 
very, comer ; which he had endeavoured to 
difcorer to thoie whom he thought attach-^ 
ed to the Eraprefs, and the government 
^ Ruffiaiy AS much as he poflibly couldi 
within a ilrange country and language ; 
for be found, that the old fcheme of^thtf 
Demetrius; fo^ remarlcable in the hiflory 
of that country, was, at that very time^ 
carried on in Ruffia, as, indeed,^ it was 
Uiree yeaFS after put in execution by^ the 
rebel Pugatfcheffl He, at his return to 
bifih najdve country, feared tkat fome |}«r* 
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tf in Sweden might have been concerned 
[ in thi^ Ruffian afiair } and, as he not on«- 

r. 

r ity experienced the greateft difficulty in 
I ikving his life in Ruilia, fince he had ut- 
. tered his difguft for thofe ruffians ; but 
li]^ewife, being now in Sweden, he heard 
that the very rebellion was going on, 
.which he had foretold the Ruffians when 
ht was in Petcrfburg ; and, confequcntly, 
he feared the more his not having been 
miftaken. He accordingly kept ^imfelf 
|irbvately in Sweden for fome years ; and 
when, neverthelefs, ibmetimes attacked, 
lie defended himfelf publickly, accord* 
ing to circumftances, and defpifed thofe 
who had nothing to defend but their 
crimes only. He once vifited Stockholm ; 
and finding, that the corruption there, far 
exceeded what he had heard or read a- 
. bout, he, after one year's flay in that ca- 
pital, returned to the country, overwhelm- 
ed with double horror j and was now fully 
determined to leave his native country al- 
together. 
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together, in order to get his employmefflf 
abroad, either in Pruflia, where, having 
before frequented the uiliverfity, he had 
(bme acquaintance ; or in Eiiglafid, on 
account of the invaluable blefling of li*- 
berty ydt remaining in that country. As 
he meditated thofe things^ during a twelve- 
months flay in a fihall country village, 
he heard news from Stockholm, that there 
had been a remarkable revolution, and the 
king had faved the kingdom. Glad off 
this news, though no body yet knew iii 
what the fafety confifted, he returned to 
Finland, and demanded the place of a tu* 
tor in the univerfity of Abo ; which 
was granted him by the confiftory and 
chancellor, though out of a falfe complai- 
fance, and without any falary. But his 
chara<5ler being known to the confiftory 
before, and he being noted by them as 
a perfon, who, by many years educa- 
tion received at home and abroad, now 
furpafled them in real experience ; and 

whom^ 
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whom, moreover, nothing could force to 
'partake in their common vices, v^hich be 
regarded as a {linking dreg of poperjr, 
l)y many years fermentation rendered 
^ more heavy rather, than purified : they 
^ had, therefore, agreed among themfelves 
to keep him at a didance, and employ him 
only ih fuch affairs as neceffarily would e^ 
ther haden his fall, or make him tired of 
them. This he foon obferved, but gave 
himfelf no trouble about matters, which, in 
no cafe, could be worfe than what he the 
year before had meditated, and would have 
eagerly put it in execution, had not his 
honed fentiments prevailed upon him to 
offer his faithful fervices previoufly to his 
mother country, whatfoever might be his 
danger amohgd thofe who feemed to dif^ 
like his perfon, in proportion as they 
hated his integrity, and feared his obdi- 
nacy, though in no other matters than 
what concerned a compliance with their 
Common wickednefs. 

I It 
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It may here be mentioned, though hf 
a fhort digreiQop from the chief fubjci^ 
that thi3 gentleman, the preceding yeurg 
had t^ken fon^e imprndf^nt ftep, (hprtly 
after the l^te king Adolph Frederic fud^ 
denly dropped down and died at 3tocl;'' 
holm. This gentleman had, two nighn 
before, been attacked by a fuddeii dif^ 
eafe, which for fbroe time bereaved him 
of all hopes of recovery ; but neverthdefSf 
by good carCj he was in a few days cured 
in fo far, as to deprive him, perhaps, only 
of a bejter ufc of his fenfes ; in whiph fi-^ 
tuation of health, he was fo imprudent 
as to write a pamphlet with this title^ 
•* Memorandum againft Ghrift'a . work- 
" ing falfe miracles, and exerting fecret 
** violences and murders/' The time at 
which he wrote, confidered together with 
the tragical event at the court, which 
happened only two or three weckjl be-* 
fore, might have been capable to roufe I 
againfl: him the attention^ though not the 

tefentments 
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l^ftiitments of thofe who were not con- 
Cerned in fuch indignities as he condemn'* 
ed in his pamphlet. In this pamphlet^ 
be inveighed againfl fome iqjuries and 
Tiolenees committed by the fenators^ 
aqd court- favourites in preceding times } 
and much defended either the innocence 
or the fimplicity of the reft of the nobili- 
ty, which rendered them incapable foi* 
the partaking of, or promoting, tranf- 
greffioQs, which equally exceeded their vir-^ 
tue and knowledge \ and were pradlifed in 
A iphere as much above their ftation, as it 
17^9 beyond the reach of their imitation. 
He fent copies of his manufcript to all the 
four univerfities of Sweden, exhorting 
tho(e Jearned focieties to join their fkill, 
in order to prevent the farther working of 
miracles, or their being extended any far- 
ther {than either Chrift himfelf had or- 
dercd» or were compatible with Chri?- 
ftianity« Though his imprudence pro- 
ceeded from motives of too much fen.- 

L fibility 
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fibility and tendernefs, he nevertlieleft was, 
a few weeks after, by orders of the fe-' 
nate, brought before the high court of 
juftice at Stockhohn. As he loved no*- 
thing more, during his flay at Stock- 
holm, than folitude and good books ; no 
body was particularly acquainted with 
him, except fome few clergymen, or o- 
ther^gentlemen who were known for their 
learning, or were of his old friends and 
acquaintances, and whom he, now and 
then, ufed to vifit. Accordingly, the high 
court of juftice, or Hofrat^ at Stockholm, 
were under the neceflity of calling for all 
thofe who knew him, and by whom he 
was lodged. They all, to his own fur- 
prife, witnefled and prdtefted^ that, fince 
his childhood, they knew in him nothing 
but particular raodefty ; and that, in learn- 
ing, he furpaffed all th^ countrymen of 
his age whom they knew; and that he, 
during his ftay that year at Stockholm, 
had fometimes ufed^to preach in the Ger- 

maa^ 
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f 
man, and at other times in the Finnifh 

churches, on account of his having llu- 
died divinity before his travels abroad ; 
and now had only changed the objedl of 
his ftudy, but not the niotives of it, nor. 
his fentiments. The court of juflicc exa-^ 
mined him feveral times, both publicly 
and privately, and heard his defences, prof- 
fered more from the hiftory, than founded 
on the laws of the times. Though, at 
the beginning, they were enraged by their 
own ftupidity, and exafperat^d by the fe- 
nate, yet, at laft, they grew aftiamed of 
continuing to embrue their hands in in- 
nocent blood; and privately demanded 
of him, that he would adl the fool, for 
affording them an opportunity of faving 
their confciences, without expofing their 
heads to the vengeance of the fenate; 
who, pretending the breach of the laws, 
urged nothing more than the execution of 
an innocent. He at firft refufed to under- 
go the required foolilhnefs, protefting it 
•' . L 2 ta 
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to be much eafier for the high court io dd 
juftice, than it could be for him to de- 
prive himfelf of his reafon; adding, that^ 
though he , would ferve them, he never- 
thelefs was incapable td fatisfy their de- 
inand^ as it muft already be out of thd 
fenate's poWer to coticeal their cruelty \ 
fince all the foui^ univerfiries might at 
leafl: know the truth of both, if even they 
were not capable in all cafes to defend it ; 
and he moreover ^vas wilHng,*rathir to ex- 
poft his life to an open violence, than 
fave it for more cruel and fecref perfecu- 
tions. During fuch debates on both 
iides, a furgeon Was broujght into the 
court of juftice, whom the gentleman 
knew not before; and he neverthelefs 
took it upon the oath of his bulinefs, that 
this gentleman, during the difeafe, and 
in the litmoft difturbance of his healthy 
had written this pamphlet : he was then 
difmiffed from further trial ; perhaps that 
they might avoid to difcover their fhaniei 

by 
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by opaily perfecuting jufticc, and opt- 
preffing inn'ooenc^, or in hope of better 
opportunity for pcrfecuting him fecretly, 
ia fome other way more adapted to their 
wi£he6« This piece of imprudence, or 
perhaps ktudahle virtue, was committed 
by him only about two years before j and 
be was torn fettled at the univerfity of 
Abo. 

This gentleman, daring his travels, 
chiefly applied himfelf to the ftudy of 
law, and fome part of the belles lettres j 
and it being commanded by the Swedifh 
academical conftitutions, and Iikewife by 
ibme particular laws, . for every one who 
intend3 to lay claim to an employment, in 
th<5 fphere of lawyers^ to publifli and de- 
fend, beforehand, fbmething upon that 
fubjeA, at the univerfity : he according- 
ly applied to the confiflory ; and, as ufual, 
humbly begged leave to print his work, 
and publickly defend it, in the hall of that 
univerfity. This demand, which never 

L 3 before 
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before could be denied to ^ny youth of 
learning, but w^s uniyerfally allowed 2ifiA 
commanded to them all, particularly m th^ 
cafe above-mentioned, was^ now rcfufed W 
him only; for. they had, by confaUidg 
among themfelves, uttered,; that ifthiJ 
was allowed him^ his abilities ^might b? 
known, and applauded by the publi<:k ia 
general, and by molt part of the learned 
within the kingdom ; and,' accordingly, 
it would then be impofliblf for them, any 
jnore to put a ftop to his being accepted and 
patronized by virtuous friepds, and tncft 
pf integrity. Upon this illegality, exerts 
cd againft the common and particular- 
Jaws of tl^at kingdom, the injured gentler 
man turned his cpmplaint to the fhancelr 
Jor. Thp chancellor ordered, that he 
iliould be allowed to publifl) ^nd 4rf?nd 
his work, in fuch a manner a3 he demand- 
ed. If e, therefore, as is ufual, g^ye in 
Jxis treatife to a department of the qor^ftftr 
pry, called %\\t faculty, of jh? la:i»>s^ iaoxr- 

4?V 
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der to be <:c;afared by them. It was writ- 
ten ia the Latin language, uppn the fubje(5l 
^e jfir^ ptihlico^ priy^ato^ et gentium. The 
corififtory deelarecl, by a bill, that his work 
'Contained matters belonging to jus ttaturts^^ 
Jus uuivdrfakj jus prwaium^ and jus gen^ 
iium; apd, confequently, could not be re- 
garded at all as a fubje(3; relating to the 
jurifprudence or law knowledge ; where- 
fore, it could not be allowed to be publifh- 
«ij or publickly defended, under that title. 
Whether owing to the ftupid ignorance, 
or the contemptible meannefs of thofe 
learned men, it, however, wa^ the reward 
they gave to a countryman, who, on bis 
private expences, and with great labour, 
had, for many years, travelled for his edu- 
cation. The mere effacing of the title of 
this work, was the fame thing as effacing 
the intended fruit of it, with regard to the 
laws of that country before-mentioned. 
Nothing, however, happenec'**, but what 
\xc had forefeen ; and he ftill forefaw what 

L 4 CQuld 
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could befal him, within a circle of crimi* 
Xials, who had now joined togetlier, am} 
waited only for an opportunity of beittg 
able to haften his fall. 

In order, however, to divert himfelf with 
their ignorance, and, on the other hand, to 
attempt all means poifible, and lawful for 
an honeft citizen, before he vroukl Ifeave his 
mother country, and o6fer his fcrvifce to any 
other part of mankind, he enterfcil into a 
difpute with thefe learned men, ahd pai!Ssd 
through all their courts and triab ; but, 
whjit was ftill more {hocking, his moft iiv 
ritated -enemies ufed pomrtjonl jr tq be his 
Judges, 

After having gone through the minor 
and the Tuajor confiftory, wherp thi&gs 
werp much the fame as u^ual, he purftied 
Jiis complj^int before the tphancdlof at 
Stockholm, his excellency (he ^natbr and 
pritnc miniflcr Scheffer, who did but con* 
firm what the confiftory had begv^n. He 
fttrtber advanced to the high cojart e>f 

fh^npelljr^ 
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ih&ncelly, where matters concerning karn- 
tng ufed to be reviewed and dilbufiM. 
The councillors 6f that court being the 
tnoft polite and learned men, declar4$d co 
kim, that they were very forry at not be- 
ing abk to do him juftice, on account of 
th^ chancellor's bdng the prefident of that 
college) and his having tefore, as chancel- 
lor of the univerfitV) put his hand to, and 
eonfifined, the decree of the ccHififtories. 
Tl>€ king and fenate now only remained, 
to whom he at laft pre^rred his com- 
plaints, after having laid before the pub- 
lic, in print, the chief arguments of his 
complaints, and having, befides, had an 
opportunity) by private audiences, twice, 
to give the king himielf notice of his own 
Aidfeiing6, as well a$ of the injuftice com* 
mitted againft a great number of citizens, 
both nobility and commons, whofe cafes, 
he like wife, as a lawyer, was pleading e 
but all was in vain. And the fenate^ how* 
^yt:^ wiHing to punifli him, ddier for his 

writings 
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writitjgs or printings, or merely under 

pretext of abufe of trials, which latter is 

•uitial, if one lofe a caufe before the kingi 

which hath before been loft before the 

lower judges; yet the evidence was ib 

•clear, and the publick fo well informed of 

the truth, that they durft not venture to 

fun the ri£k of any further perfecutioD, 

befidcs jthofe enormous expences which 

. unavoidably . muft have been incurred by 

, this gentleman, during the courfe of thrpe 

years, While he was engaged in theie cqn- 

•tefts/ 

: During thefe proceedings, the king, 
.'likewife, either feduced by his flatterers, 
or by his paflions,' had given him fhock- 
• ing anfwers, as at fome private apdi^nces, 
he had folicited the royal interpofitioij, in 
order to procure his people j uftice* 
■ . Further, during the king's ftay af Ek- j^ 
^holmfund, a fmall diftance from Stock- 
holm, where his majefty ufually refided 
■during the f)immer feafop, this gentl^- 

maq. 
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nan^: on the igth:of Auguft, m the year 

1775^ had approached the king, m qrder 
torhslate tbhjs niajefty the mifconduft of 
(eTxrfcf^l fenatora aiid judges, w^o had de- 
prived a.ivaftmumher of the nobility, genr 
try^ iirid peafants of Finland, of their 
lands and property, by violence and o- 
pen inji^ice ; whoie caufes, amounting 
to' tw.enj:y-frve nioft injured families, this 
gentleman was ncJw entrufted to plead be- 
&irc fgveral: courts ;. but the king, being 
iaaSM^medr at Ekbolmfund qf the gentle- 
manias eirand, refufed him an audience, 
fiarfcycn days. The gentleman, at laft, 
.dt^r fiifpeding: the briberies of feme le- 
.Bators: and favourites fuixQunding the 
king ; dr imagining that hi?;roajefty was 
under a miftake ; peneti'ated into the hall 
where the king s.Ufeguafds vifgd to ftand, 
:4ncl wtfich vr^s the king'§ only paflage, 
where he alfo thought to gain a^ unavoid- 
ibtle opportunity of fpcaking to the king, 
put his q^^^efty, jiaying Uflidoubtedly 4q- 
r- figne4 
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iigned to avoid taking notice of tliis gen- 
tleman's errand, that he might not be xmr 
der the neceility of fhocking his criminal 
favourites, by doing juftice to a comphun** 
ing people, opprefTed and ruined by them: 
the king, in order to avoid it with cer-* 
tainty, took a (lep, perhaps, unprecedented 
by any age: he went out through the 
window* This (hocking «vent, which 
iiappened the 19th of Auguft, the year 

m 

above mentioned, ftruck tlie gendei- 
man with inch horror, that, from this 
very moment, he determined, within a few 
days, rather to leave his native country^ 
than either to expofci himielf to an open Jm 
injuftice, or fupport himfelf as a lawyer^ 
in a country, where his fupport depwded 
on the ruin of thofe unhappy fellow cxOr 
zens; whom, all uniformly conifHredto 
plunder ; and to whom, none would procure 
joftice and fafety. 

If fuch be the reward of loyalty, chkd- 
ly towards fubjci^, the lower €la& of 
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'horn, icarcely have it in their power to 
ive any offence to a king, but, on the 
oixtrary, might often do him great fer- 
ices: what then may thofe not fufier^ 
rho are neareft him^ and continually ei*^ 
b^r partake in hb heavieft burdens, or 
oiitate his moft iplendid qualities \ Or, 
rhat encouragement is there for good, if 
be world is to be ruled only by crimes, 
^d wkkednefs alone is the objedl wor- 
hj a mcmarch's protection, and kings, 
onfequently, by fo many who penetrate 
nto their moll concealed adions, ihall be 
ODUtated, not as the fathers of their people, 
nxt, on the contrary, like the enemies of 
rirtue, and the tyrants of good men? 
Nothing is more frequently imitated than 
he court ; and hence it is, ^alis rex^ 
alts grex. 

Numberlefs difguftful fates befides, 
narked by the meaneft attempts of his 
memies, and by his own uncommon 
lardihips, this gentleman often under- 
went j 



1 74 jrirt H I s T o R V, ^e. 



. h m. 



went; merely foi* his having efpoufed 
fome juft caufes of his moft diArcfled 
friends t but it would be ho lefs tedidtis 
to a reader, than unbecoming an atithcr, 
to entertain the thoughts upon a prolixer 
enumeration of private events. His fuf* 
ferings flowed from public fources, and 
were conveyed towards him, by thofe fil* 
thy channels, through which, when ma* 
naged by wicked rulers, feldom run but 
malicious fentiments, and virulent adliops. 
But his virtue being unftained : his pa- 
tience, with which he fufFered, and his 
vigour in the defeat of his undefcrved 
perfecutors, may, together with hi& in- 
nocent conducEl, and his prudent mea-/i 
fures, be the only objects of this detail^JQ 
worthy the imitation of any honeft man. b 

As far as I know, this gentleman. iiath 

now for ever left his native country Swc- 

;den aiid Finland^ and travels abroad, till he 

finds a better one in his tomb ; his name is 

George Georgeson Stahlberg. . 
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PART III 



The execution of the revolution ; and fome 
affairs of Sweden after that time. 
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TH E king of Sweden being crowned 
on the 29th of May 1772, he fwore 
moft fblemnly, to rule the Swedifli people 
according to their conftitutions and laws; 
to prbte<5l the liberty, and not only, in his 
own perfbn, to abhor unlimited power, 
but alfo, to regard him or them as his e- 
nemies, and enemies of the kingdom, who 
fkould endeavour to procure him that un- 
limited power, or, in any manner what- 
ever, aim at the introduftion of fovereign- 
ty. He being, the year before, in Trance, 

I when 
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when his father king Adolph Frederic di'* 
ed, February nth 1771, and mounting 
the Swedifh throne the fame year, on the 
1 3th of February, at Paris : he avoided 
this oath till the day of his coronation^ 
which happened fifteen months after. Du-* 
ring this interval, and after his fpeedy re^ 
turn to Sweden, the revolution was fere* 
ral times intended to be completed ; but 
* the firft meafures not being ui^iverfally a- 
greed to by thofe who were concerned in 
profecuting the king^s defigns, the refolu* 
tions were often changed^ and the delay 
fcvrtd to give the ienate, and the. fccnU . 
Htjht^ now prefeht at the diet, H hint of 
fome iecret machinations, of dangerous 
confequences. The king^ therefore, wa& 
under the neceflity, in order to cpnceal his 
defigns, to allow bis coronation to be ce* 
lebrated,^ and tx> take the above-^mentloned 
oath, as being ufual at all the coronations 
of the Swedifh kings. Not only this oath, 
but alTo the fuddea deadi of his £ither, 

during 



Late Revolution m SWed£n. 177 

during the abfence of his ' fucceflor . from 
the kingdom, ferved to remove all fufpi- 
cion at Iffixne and abroad about the inten-^ 
tion of altering the gfoveramcnt;. which ^ 
n0w^^eemed rather to be thoroughly in 
the hands of the fenate, than "at the king's 
difpofal; and this, at the only time when • 
any change could be expefted, if attempt-»> 
ed in the ordinary way ; or^ as it had 
iametimes before happened in Sweden, al 
in the reign of Guftavus I. or Charles XL 
As fooii as the coronation was over, by 
which the king took the ufual oath, o£' 
preferving the conftitutions \ and, confer 
qudntly, no body expedled any mpre at- 
tempts againft the liberty from that fide : 
the whole of the fcherae was executed 
^thin three months from that very time* 
The day being fixed for the rupture^ 
qach of thofe who were more particularly 
entruded -with the king's fecrets, and 
were to fecond him in the provinces, as 
fbon as he (hould begin the attack at 

M Stockholm, 
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Stockholm, were now difpatched to the 

* 

provinces) in order to take pof&ffion of 
the moil important places and towns. 
The king's mother, *and the Princefe So- 
phia Albertina, her daughter, were in 
Pomerania, under pretence of their re- 
turn from Berlin. The king's younger 
brother, Prince Charles, being colonel of 
the regiment of cavalry at Schone, wa» 
difpatched to that province, where he at- 
tempted to get poflefliou of Chriftian- 
fliadt, a fortified town \ and was chiefly 
fided by the Captain Heilakius, afterwards 
made a nobleman, and who is now called 
Guftavfkiold. The king's youngeft bro- 
ther. Prince Frederic Adolph, who was 
colonel of a regiment df infantry, was 
ordered to fecond the king at a fmaller 
diftance ; he accordingly occupied fbme 
provinces about twenty miles fouthwards 
firom Stockholm, called Smoland, and 
Sudermahland. Colonel Sprengporten, 
and, immediately after the revolution. 

Colonel 
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Goifonel Cail^nal, were fent into Finland ; 
both of whom, afterwards, were made 
generals. - Colonel Sprengporten eafily 
hl2tde himfelf mailer of Sweaburg, the 
firft and ftrongeft fortrefs which Sweden 
is poflefled of on the Ruffian frontiers, fi- 
tuated in Nyland, and by^ the city of Hel- 
fingfors. Colonel Carnal, with his regi- 
inent, was foon after in readinefs for the 
diftriifts of Abo and Biorneborg^ in cafe 
any reludlance • fliould be ihown by the 
citizens to obey any orders ifTued by the 
king. But neither Colonel Sprengporten, 
nor Colonel Carnal, knew the whole of the 
king's defign ; they having been inform- 
ed- only of his intention to humble licen- 
tioufnefs, and fecure liberty. Both of 
thefe warriors, of whom the latter fud- 
denly died foon after, and the former is 
crippled, were men of as much intrepi- 
dity as ever filled the heart of a Swedilh 
foldier ; with this further character, that; 
Sprengporten, being a man of the utmoft 

M 2 exaftnefs 
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cxaiSnefs I» polat of honour ; and Car- 
nal, from religious motives, being fcrur 
pulous of any matter in the lead {hock- 
ing to virtue J they, accordingly, were 
both as eafily gained by the Idng to his 
greateft advantage, though with a defign 
only to opprefe infolence ; as, on the o- 
ther hand,, they would have been the 
readleft to oppofe the king with all theiF 
force and fpirit, had they known thenx- 
felves to have been abufed, in being em- 
ployed merely to increafe the kingV 
power; as, moreover, SprengpoFten did 
not hefitatc to anfwer the king, when fiirft 
invited to fecond him, that his body was 
too honourable for deferving to be buried 
under a gallows. Wherefore, at his return 
from Finland, the king, feemingly to re- 
proach bis anfwer, by rewarding his fer- 
vice, went out to meet Sprengporten at the 
place of execution, where, a fmall di- 
ftance from Stockholm, the criminals ufe 
to be beheaded j and, ordering Spreng-> 

portea 
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porten to difmount from his horfe, drew 
liis fword, and, at that very place, de- 
clared him geaeral of his guard, and 
commander of the order of the fword ; 
but he, being foon after difgraced at court, 
refigned his place, grew fick, and flill 
continues in a moft pitiable Hate of health* 
Each one being, as above mentioned, 
difpatchcd by the king, to fecond him, 
and manage his orders in the provinces : 
couriers frequently run between the king 
and the country places, which could not 
fail to awaken, if not the fufpicion, at 
leaft the attention of the fenate, and like- 
iwrifc of fonle of the members of the fe^ 
creta utjkot. Some intercepted letters, and 
others received from the fpies and in- 
formers ufually kept by the fenators in all 
the provinces, did inform and affure them 
of the fcheme; but too late. Prince 
Charles, and Guftavlkiold, being now in 
readinefs at Chriftianftadt, and there per- 
ceiving better in the province, than the 

M 3 king 
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king in the capital, that their fcheme was 
penetrated by the oppofite party, and that 
the fenate and fecreta utjkot were taking 
meafures to obftrudl the execution of the 
revolution, and to punifh the king and 
his adherents : the prince, and Guftav^ 
fkiold, therefore, found thepifelves under 
the ncceflity of beginning the motion at 
Chriftianfladt, and difpatched a courier 
with a letter, to Stockholm, which he was 
diredled not to leave but in the king's owa 
hands, wherefoever, after the utmoft fpeed 
and diligence, he could join the king. 
The courier arrived at Stockholm about 
ten o'clock in the morning, on the 19th 
of Auguft, which was the day before thaf 
on which the king was to be arrefted, ac-^ 
pording to the meafures taken by the fe* 
nate, and the fecreta utfkqt. The courier, 
on his arrival at court, being informed 
that the king was in the fenate, where all 
the fenators, at that time, were likewife 
prefeat, he iijjni^diately went into the 

hall, 
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hall, and delivered the letter into the king's 
hand, with a compliment from prince 
Charles; which was fufficient to inforni 
the fenators of the contents of that letter. 
For, General Rudbak, land-marfhall, or 
fpeaker for the reprefcntatives of the no- 
bility, and a zealous patron of liberty, had 
been, fome days before, fent incognito^ by 
the fehate and fecrtta utjkot^ to Chriftian- 
ftadt, in order to put a flop to the prince's 
and Captain Heilakius's machinations ; 
but he not being admitted into the town, 
and it being told him by the centinels, 
that they did not want a general, and, if 
he did not retire, that they fhould fooni 
Ijay him down : he, therefore, returned to 
Stockholm in a hurry, and informed the 
fenate and fecrcta utjkot of their danger; 
which could not allow the leaft delay in 
purfiiing mcafures in order to prevent it. 
The fenators, now fuppofing, that the let- 
ter received by the king in the fenate, 
from the prince, could not but contain 
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fome particular notice of that danger w^icl; 
could not fail to approach t;he king : on? 
pf the fenators, by name Calling, attemptT 
?d to fnatch fuddenly the letter out of th^ 
Ring's hand, when he was reading it, 
^ithput, however, being able to get but 
fi piece of the Iptter. The ki^^g^i roufc4 
]iy the received outrage, tjut ftill more by 
|:he coi^tent§ of the letter, which inform^ 
cd him of a greater danger : he, at that 
very moment, turned the \>zclfi qf his 
tjirone towards the table, retired himfelf 
from the h^ll, ordered the doors to be 
fhut, ^nd guarded by centinels, heade^ 
\>Y Colonel Carnal ; and, pn the fppl, h^ 
went dov^n and approached his lifpguard^j 
•vvhich confided pf about two hundred 
men, cpntinually {landing, by his patlacej 
Iput, when the whale of his guard§i are or- 
dered to afleaible oxx their wat^h, amountr 
ing to two thoufand men on foot, ber 
fides the artillery. He alfo firft made a 
1p<??9h tP ^hef? f?w of \ns guard, Chewing 
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theo^i the ganger of his own life, the in- 
fol^ce of the l^nators, and the fituation 
of the kingdom j which latter, long before, 
had, by common pppreflion, as well as by 
the prefe, or more private informations, 
|)een made univerfally known. He ex- 
horted , th^m to aflift him, in humbling 
an infolent ^riftocracy ; in faving his own 
life ; in deprefling violences, and procur-r 
ing happincfs to his fubjedls. Thefe were 
words, which, particularly in fuch a fitua-* 
tion of gommoa aSairs, and when fpoken 
by a l^ing to his foldiers, were capable of 
?i^gagi^g them to any thing whatever. 
They, vvearied with fufferings themfelves^ 
and encquragcd by fome few of the king'9 
favourites, who firll anfwered in his fa-^ 
your, foon cried put, all with one voice. 
That they were willing to facrifice their 
laft drop of blood, in the defence of their 
king, and of their country. They then 
immediately took the oath, to follow, an4 

The 
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The fenators, in the meanwhile, con 
fulting one another about their present 
bufinefs, and what to do in the meantime; 
as the king did not return : his excellency 
Calling, anfwered, That they might be- 
gin to correal the records of the affairs 
judged that day in the fenate^ But the 
fenator Walwick, (landing at the window, 
and fhewing them with his finger the 
king arranging his foldiers, told them, 
that the king was correcting the records, 
and that nothing remained undone for 
'them in the fenate, but to prepare their 
heads for fbme other kind of bufinefs. 
At thefe words, one of the fenators at- 
tempted to get out of the hall ; but colo- 
nel Carnal, with the centinels keeping the 
door, threatened him with execution on 
the fpot, if he would perfift in his at- 
tempt. 

The king having thus gained his life- 
guard, advanced with them to the artil- 
lery-yard J and, partly by his fpeeches, 

made 
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aadc to them in the fame manner as be^ 
ore to his life-guard ; partly by the af- 
iftance of fome of his favourites among 
he artiljery, gained admittance. The door 
>f the court being opened, and the foldiers 
)f the artillery having taken the oath, hc^ 
vithia the fpace of two hours, had joined 
ioth thefe forces to his views. 

The merchants, and the reft of the in- 
habitants of Stockholm, making up four 
regiments of cavalry and infantry, pf the 
finefl; appearance, were almoft gained by 
the king beforehand j and they now all 
ruir to arms, moft of ^them in the king's 
defence j and thofe who were of oppofite 
fentiments, feeing their number too fmall^ 
did not attempt the leaft refiftance. It, 
however, was ordered by the king, that 
thofe who were his friends, fhould all di- 
ftinguilh themfelves, by tying a white 
:loth, or a handkerchief, on their left 
irm ; which was formerly wont to be 
ygrn in Sweden, by thofe who aflifted as 

officers 
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/fficcrs in cxtinguifliing fires, brokenxMit in 
any houfe in Stockholm ; but now, iincethe 
revolution, are univcrfally worn by all mi- 
litary officers, who either arc the long's 
friends, or choofe to appear as fuch. 0^ 
ders were iffued by the king, that none 
ftould prefume to appear on the ftrccts 
of Stockholm, during fome days, and the 
windows Ihould be Ihut. 

Orders were like wife fent to the pro- 
vinces, and publiflied in all the churches, 
that nothing but what the king or the 
princes ordered, fhould be attended to; 
which, in moft places, caufed the peafants 
of the nobility to rife againft the latter, 
in order to fhake off all obedience hither- 
to fhown to them as proprietors, either of 
the ground, or of the taxes. This con- 
teft, joined to fome others, have ftill con- 
tinued in Sweden to difturb the nobility 
and gentry in the pofleflion of their 
grounds ; and to ruin the peafants at the 
courts of juftice, where they have gained 

nothing 
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>thing but enormous cxpcnces^ and cruel 
iniihments. 

Other orders were iflued by the kingy 
mtaining fome fhort digrefBons upon 
le diforders^ vices, land crimes ravaging 
le Jdngdom ; and fetting forth its wretch^ 
1 and ruinous fituatioa> which bad en- 
aged him to un4ertake the faving of it y 
ley, laflly, contained his command to all 
le fubjedts, to take the oath of allegiance 
3 the king. The inhabitants of Stock- 
olm w?re accordingly aflembled in the 
hurches, the reprefentatives of the four 
tates in their halls, and thofe who would 
lot fwear, were imprifoned ; of whom 
here were found feverals. The fubjedts 
saving before, under former reigns. 
Worn loyalty to the conftitution and to. 
he government, and likewife engaged 
hemfelves, by the moft folemn oaths, to 
acrifice all, and not even to fpare their 
aft drc^ of blood, in refifting any means 
ending to encreafe the king's power; and 

now 
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now to take an oath'contrtry to the foN 
mer, could not be conliftentj eitbtr withf^ 
the education of the people, or good rca 
ion, religion, confcience, virtue, or ho- 
nour For this reafon, there were- found p 
many, who, at the beginnidg, refufed td 
take the oath, and who were confequent- 
ly imprifoned ; and others, who could 
no longer avoid fubmiffion, fince eithtf 

■ 

the mod part had already taken this oath, 
or the utmoft danger threatened thofe 
who fhowed reludlancy : they alfo alto- 
gether did what was ordered them. But 
neverthelefs, and in order not to load 
their confcience with a double {lain, by 

« 

promifing, and executing a promife, which 
required an obedience contrary to thcif 
former moft facred obligations ; they a- 
voided the fulfilling of the latter promife 
thus extorted, by efcape, as foon as theit^ 
circumftances allowed them to leave the 
kingdom, without being expofed to other 

lofTes than thofe of their eftates, or othc* 

» 

private 
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i^yate fortunes. Among others, one co* 
tonel Pecklin fled to Pruf&a, wher? he was 
Bivourably received, and happily placed } 
however, by political reafons, perhaps, more 
than by motives of virtue; fince Pruffia, in 
fome refpedl, feems to have been concern^ 
ed in the promoting of this very revolu- 
tion^ One Baron Rebinder went to Ruf^ 
Ba, and there made his fortune ; which 
be yet enjoys undifturbed. 
• The king being now in pofleffion of his 
guard of 2000 men, and of the artillery \ 
|>efides four regiments out of the inhabit- 
cants of Stockholm ; he ifTued an order to 
the reprefcntatives of the four dates, who 
were prefent in the city at that time } 
which, in the mod terrible words, com- 
manded them altogether to appear on the 
aifl of Auguft, in the forenoon,, in the ' 
great hall of the realm ; ilnd thofe who 
would not obey, were that moment to be 
executed. In this point of time, none, ci- 
ther iQ Stockholm, or in the whole king-* 

dom^ 
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dom, knew yet the king's real inteadda^ 
excepting focne few of hU mpft ; intimate 
favourites. The aijft of Aiiguft^ the mi- 
litary force being colleded by him, head- 
ed by his favourites, and provided with 
ammunition and military (lores, were. pla- 
ced all around the king's palace, where 
even the great hall of the realm is, whi- 
ther the reprefentatives were ordered to 
affemble. 

The reprefentatives appeared at the titoe 
appointed, amounting altogether, viz. no- 
bility, clergy, merchants and peafadtSi 
to about 1 700 heads. They being af- 
fetobled, the king mounts his throne, 
furrounded by his favourite&i and makes 
a long fpeech to the reprefentatives, which 
was afterwards printed, and is contrnu- 
ally preferved, and expofed to publick 
view in all the churches in Sweden. In 
this fpeech, the king, in the ftrongeft 
expreflions, repeated to the prefent repre- 
fentatives,^ almbft the fame things which 

I had 
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liad been publifhed in his former fpeeciiesi 
<Mr other printings, in the courie of fomtf 
years before. He repeated his complaints, 
9Liad ^xprefled his compaifion for all kindfi 
i>f fnfferlngs^ both public and private, of 
ins fubjeds ; but, mod of all^ he pitied 
the fufferings of thdfe who were now pre- 
&dt ; he exaggerated the wickednefs and 

* * * 

ibe public difdrders^ in attributing the 
jcauie of it, not to thoie who w^fe prefent 
ntker^ dian to the mod falutary conftitu*- 
Inoti itfeif } he prdmifed faftty^ and ^con- 
c^bjkled his fpeech with the difCbVery of 
^hat he had hitherto concealed : he told 
thdm/ that he had laWs which he would 
caiife to be read before them; and now 
k ^as, that the new fundamental laws 
were publifhed, and the old conOitutions 
aniiihilated ; and thus the reprefentatives 
were, by extortion, or when fear and 
-Want of Opportunity allowed them no rc^ 
fufal, ordered to accept the hew cbnftitri-i 
tion, and to take the oath of its prcfcrva^ 

N tirtaj 
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tion ; which being done, they were dip 
miffed, and ordered by the king to re- 
turn each one to their houfes and fami- 
lies. This new conftitution/ afterwards 
publiihed by the king, expreffed, that the 
ilates or reprefentatives of the kingdom 
hzd eftabliihed it. 

As for the fenators, ftill continuing in 
their prifon, fume of them bdng the 
court's fecret and concealed favourites, 
they eafily prepiared the reft of their com?- 
panions to fuch fentiments as were moft 
compatible with their own fituadob^ . and 
with the king's forces; and they vircrc.all 
fet at liberty, after having taken the new 
oath of obedience and allegiance. But 
foon after, the greateft part of them were 
deprived of their oflBices, the king partly 
difliking them, partly wanting dieir pla- 
ces for fonie others chofen by him from 
among thofe military oflicers, whom he.diP- 
trufled, and looked upon as dangerous 
4n their military ftation j and, in order to 

get 
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get fid of them, made theni his cdunfet- 
\6ts. Oiie amoiig thefe, foit inffaiicefj 
V^s the faihdus Count terf*en, general of 
his life-gUard, but ndt particularly * con- 
cerned in the revolutioii ; he, aftdr having 

• « 

beeil railed by the king to ode of' thd vacant 
places of ftnators, foon after took his 

r 

ledivd^'as being a rhail of tod great fkiU, 
difcernment, and experience, for being 
able not to penetrate the defigns of thd 
Cpurt. 

The kiiig being in want of motiey foj^ 
rewarding his troops, and fupporting hid 
prefent party, teent to the cdnioir of 
the fidte^ artd Required 4066 diicats j 
but it being replied, that ^6 niuch mbiiey 
Was not in the treifuty, he was fatisfied 
l«rith a lefler funi. 

The prince Charies, ind Guftavlkiold^ 
reduced the foutherh countries of Sweden 
to redeive the new oath, and the new e- 
ftabUftied coilfltitutidh, without open re- 
lu(5lance; becaufe it wis ill bver the 

N a kingdom 
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kingdom concealed form the citizens, wbaC 
in reality was meant by this revolution; 
-sind only told them, it was the king^s in- 
tention to, humble ariftocracy, and tore- 
ftore the fefety long defired and wiflxrf 
for. Thofe who knew the truth, were 
few^ and were at the fame time afTured^ 
that nothing alfo was intended by the 
king, than the extenfion. of the Toya| 
power on the one fide, and, on the othcr^ 
the ftrengthening of that very ariftocra- 
cy fo much complained of; by leaving 
to the people only the name and appear- 
ance of that fupreme power, which, ia 
reality, was by the new conftitution, in 
the mpft unlimited manner, vefted in th( 

• • * .•.,-• 

king alone, and, next to him, in fomf 
few officers, whom he choofes to adopt 

afi his mod intimate court-favourites. 

. • ■ • 

Thofe few, who knew this real intention; 

• ■. ' " ■' ■ ' 

of the king, were his mofl intimate fa- 
vourites ; and too villanous for*,renoun- 
cing their own privaje intereft, rather 

than 
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taxi oppofing the king's intention. Thoic 

who had honour or virtue enough, kne^ 

die icheme too late, fov being able to 

m^e ule cither of their talents, or of their 

power, in order to prevent the executiox^ 

of it The ufurpers, in order to forward 

' tbcir defigns, without difcovering their 

fecrets, and no lefs to cbver their fchemes 

to the rulers themfelves, than to prevent 

Ae public from being at any time able to 

penecrate the tendency of machinations 

by them pra6lifed : had, in cburfe of fe- 

tctal years, deceived the public, and im-*- 

pofed even upon men of fkill and difcern* 

ment, merely, by fhowing always the 

contrary of what, in reality, was bribed 

for. Objedls were frequently invented, 

coatrary to the truth, and fhown to 

the public in a manner tending to con- 

du6t the opinion of the citizens, and pre- . 

pare their minds in favour of defpo- 

tiftn ; or even to fix their attention upon 

Oiatters mierely fictitious, and far diflant 

N 3 from 
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from thpfe real ones, wh^jch phe fidlicmsi 
ferved thus tq conceal. 

^ ■ 

The General Rudbalf , far inftaiice, 2^ 
pian of v^ncommon virtue, at prefcn^ 
governor qf Upland, after he was return- 
ed from Scbone, wl^ere Jie penetrate4 
prince Charles'S defigns, an4 almpft the 
whole qf the king's intention^ feized im-r 
mediately one regiment of l^nd troops, 
\n or4er tq fecpn4 the fenate au4 /^f^^f^ 
pjkot; but, befqre he could reach Stock? 
holm a fccpnd time. Prince Charles's let- 
ter was received by the king in the fcT 
nate, apd the revolution completed; and 
General R^dbak was ftppped on his march 
to Stocjchpln^ by thofe who met him, and 
ifronyinced hipi and his troops of the imr 
poflibility an4 th? vanity qf fuch an uut 
dertaking ; his forces, an^oqnting only to 
^bout 709 men, divided into facSlions*. 
^nd were fcarccly tq be relied upon. 

Colonel Sprengportea executed thfifcl^em? 
in Finland, in the foUowino; manner. 

". General 
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eneral Biornrahm, who commanded the 
rtrefs of Sweaburg, and was much at- 
:hed to liberty, being informed of fome 
:empt in view againft the public fafe- 
p had taken fome meafures for being 
formed of Sprengporten's intention at 
Tgo, a town in Finland, about fix Swe- 
ll miles from Sweaburg. Q)loneI 
rengporten, who exercifed his regi- 
mt of troops on the field encompafling 
is town, had been informed by his 
les, that he was fufpeded ; and that 
e magiftrates of Borgo had been ex- 
ited by the General Biornrahm to give 
en notice of Sprengporten's movements, 
when he was preparing to leave that 
ice. Sprengporten, therefore, who, 
th his troops, pafied the nights in the 
Id, in tents made for him and them, 
le morning early left the field, in order 
take poffefliion of Sweaburg. But, to 
ceive the magiftrates, and the reft of 
B inhabitants of Borgo, in order to pre^ 

N 4 Tcnt 



f&o Ah History ^ the 

vent them from giving General Bionk lilh 
rahm notice of his approach,. Sprengjpqr* 
ten not only left his tents on the fitldi Ipe 
][)ut likewife, in the night time, before bis U 
departure, placed the foldiers clpaths and lb 
great coats on the field, in fuch a man*- lb 
ner, that tjiey appeared to the magiftratcs, 
ftnd others >yhp, from the town, Ipoke^ to- 
wards the field, as if his foldiers had laid a- 
long and refted on the ground. This ft^a- 
^agem ferved, indeed, to deceive fihi^inhabi-' 
tants of Bprgo.fpr fo many hours, ih^ 
Sprengporten could, during that fpaqp of 
time, advance thefe fix jniles, and fboner 
^each Sweaburg, than the inhabitants of 
Borgo either could perceive that he had left 
t:he field, or could poflibly join General Bi- 
prnrahm at Sweaburg. The fame day, in 
the evening, Sprengpprten arrived at Sw^- 
bui^; and, as no open hoflilities, rebellion^ 
pr any other revolution, were, as yet, ^owi^ 
in that part of the kingdom^ he, as a 
§wedilh officer, yfidi an handful of Sw©- 

m 
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li ibidtcrsy could not be refnfed ad^ 

« 

ttattce into (he fortrefs ; though it hap^ 
Kied with fome uttered reluctance on the 
ft c^ General Biornrahm* As foon ^ 
.was M^itbin the fortrefs^ he ordered 
) clcrgyinan^ who ferved bis troops^ a 
lung fpirited man, by name Krogius, to 
a]|e hts fpeechy prepared for that pur^r 
^ie^ to the garriibn^ confifling of a^ 
ml 4000 men, who now were attack-** 
i by Sprengpprten's, about 400, irre- 
ilar troops. But^ what th^ perfuafioa 
his clergyman Could not efied:^ (for 
lere rofe* a murmur and divifion of opi« 
tons^) Sprengporten's ftratagem, his im- 
immon courage and ufiial intrepidity 
tpjplied ; for he is defcribed as a man 
ho never had ^ny religion^ nor did ever 
:ar Cod or man ; however, he is a man 
^ho hardly would be furpalTed, in what 
\ called points of honour. As foon as he 
ad entered the fortrefs, he did not he- 
to take the gener^l^ in t|ie middle 

9f 
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of his garrifon ; ind though, in the be- 
ginning, he deceived him merely by 
means of compliment^ and friendfhip; 
he, by and by, made him enter into a 
room, being a fort of civil priibn, where 
he compelled him, ' now by perfuaiionsi 
then by threatenings, to take the oath of 
loyalty to the king. The reft of the gar- 
rifon being, in the meauwhile, by the^ 
briberies of Sprengporten's officers divid* 
ed, and caufed to enter into other fepa-- 
rate rooms, they were likewife ordered to 
take the oath to the king. The number 
of thofe foldiers who had thus fworn, in- 
creafing in a few minutes, General Biora-- 
rahm was deprived of his refources; 
which, notwithftanding his ftruggles, 
threw him into a fituation, either to ac*- 
cept Sprengpprten's grace, or to prove his 
fword. 

Spreng|>orten being now in pofleffion 
of Sweaburg, was capable not only to com- 
mand the wholp of Fipland, which makes 
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\=ip almoft one half of the kingdom ; biit 
Ukewife, in cafe Ruffia, then employed iu 
<l^e . Turkifh wars, had, neverthelefs, at- 
texnpted to affift the ftates of Sweden, he 
\kdA tJiQTi b^eh iq a fituation fo (Irong and 
^vantageous, as to be able, for fome time, 
to oppofe that empire. 

Some druggies were raifed in the north- 
pra part of f inland, but without any 
ponfequence; fcqall bodies of troops were 
intending to pofl: th^mfelv^ at Abo and 
^iorneljurg, two important fea ports, in 
order to ftop the king's uqdertakings, and 
recover the liberty ; but General Carnal^ 
yrho h^d left Stockholm, foqn appeared in. 
f inlandf and took the commai\d of his 
regiment. He being a man univerfally 
beloved, for his perfonal and military vir* 
^ue, an4 peculiarly fp by all the foldiers, 
his bare name and prefence wer? fufficient 
to infpire them with his courage and fcn- 
piments. After he left Abo, and was 
^uftering his troops by Biorneburg, hp 

if 

died 
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died altnofl in an inftant. He had got 
obftrudion^ and could eafily have been 
faved by his furgeon, if he had beeti io 
f)rudent as to take his advice, which vaj, 
to retire for only one hour, into a watm 
room ; but he, continuing {till to mnfter 
his foldiers, replied. That it wjts his bufi- 
hefs rather to die in his king's fervice, 
than to leave his troops. This fuperftitious 
f~t did not, indeed, fail to keep his 
word ; for, as his pains increafed, and he 
became unable to ftand on his feet, hie 
leaned hitnfelf on the drum, and conti- 
nued muflering till he was no more. He 
aHb both began and finifhed his military 
Jife by the drum ; for, being a boy of the 
Finnifh nation, he entered the militia as a 
drummer; and now, as above-mention- 
ed, he died General, in the fixty-fiifth year 
of his age. 

The governors of the provinces, a- 
mounting at that time to four, in Finland, 
vii^ of the goveromeUt oi Louifa^ Heliing^ 

fors, 
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^MTs, Abo, and OfterbotceOi were, sat ttu? 
time of the revolution, in Stockholm, ai^ 
ia{iing at the diet, partly, by their bn*th, 
as cafita fatmlie ^ and partly on account <)f 
their ofEices. Their employment w^s, io 
the' jneaawhile^ carried on ia the pro^ 
v^ce, as ufual in fuch cafes, ;by the fecre^ 
Cary of the provincCi and the land chaA-- 
feUy». At their return from Stockholax, 
ibme of them attempted to recover the li- 
berty^ but infvain. . General Ramfay, the 
gpyerpor of Louifa, raifed, by fome in- 
jtrignes, the peasants of the provinces of 
Nyland and .Carely, as being within hijs ' 
government; bu^ it is doubted, whether 
Jbe did this as a favourite of the court, in 
order to opppfe thofe oppreJQTcd peafants to 
the nobility and gentry, whofe grounds 

the former cultivated, but now pretended 

- ■ * . - ^ ' . ■ . 

to chaie the latter from the pofTeflion of 
thefe grounds ; or if Ramfay, in hopes of 
affiftance from Ruffia, thought to fupport 
lh» motion, till the whole of Finland had 

been 
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beeii joined in the. fame rebellion^ is Hot 
yet knoWil. Ce^taiA it Is, that the gctltr^ 
^nd peafants kre yet difcoritented With each 
othef r ai^^ Sprengporten Was ordered by 
the king, immediately to leave Stockhotei, 
and return to Finland and Louifa, ^htxt 
he not only left thofe peafafats, whichv tb 
the number of about four hundred, 'hid 
been imprifbned, oh free foot ; buf Kke*- 
wife privately atrtacked General Raihfajr 
feveral^timesi and i^faid to Ifave threaten*- 

, r • • • - « 

edhisiifeV" Sprtngporten, oft HisHicbtii 

* - ■ . • 

return 'to Stockholm, fell ii!kt6 difgrace ^ 
court;'for the king, reftifing his fbldiets 
the leave of beittg tried according to the 
laws, by their own officers; and, oh the 
contrary, allowing officers from other re^ 
giments, to affift as members of the cot 
lege of war, when the foldiers of Spreng^ 
portends regiment were condemned for 
exerted licentioufhefs ; and Sprengporteft 
feeing himfelf thus encompaffed by the 
king's, and his own private enemies, but 

I refufed 
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refufed to be further proteded hj the 
king : looked upon this behaviour of the 
tdng, as {H^oCeeding either from jealoufy 
of his abilities, or lYearinefs of his fer«- 
vices ; he accordingly took his ledvc of his 
fervice, and of the court; and jefufing-, 
likewifc, to retain his ajiiiual falary, the 
king forced him to defijft fro[m this refufal, 
for fear that Sprengporten, being a man of 
BO fortune, might enter into the fervice of 
any foreign ftate. 

- Thus the revolution in Sweden was ac- 
tompliihed without any bJo'odfhed; which 
is to be attributed to two circumftances 
of the utmoil importance ; and deferves 
the more to be remembered, as this was 
the only way remaining to the king, for 
faving his own life, and that of the whole 
royal family. For the firft, the people 
were yet fo tired, by many years oppref- 
fion, corruption, and cruelty of the arifto- 
cracy in general, and that of the fenate in 
({articular, that if the king, on his accef- 

fion 



I 

jibn to the throne, ha^d not taken any inM^ 
iikres to refliore Jthe ptiblic (ktetj and tran^ 
quiilhy, the people fhould equally hzit 
riien againft him and the iiotirt. Second'' 
iy :\ Each of the futigc^s hdying, in tht 
mdl fblemn manner, and by tht moft &r 
cred dc^ of religion and oaths, been mofi 
exprefly attached to the former conftitu' 
tioDs, and obliged, by fuch motives, to fa^i' 
crifice their whole property, and flied their 
lad drop of blood in opposition to thoii! 
n»^ho fhould only attempt to change thef 
conjftitution i but particularly fo, agaidft 
the introduiftion of fbvereignty, or any 
«xtenfion of the king's power; th€i leail 
bloodflied alfo, if ventured on by the king; 
bad been fufficient to raife the paflioh of th£ 
people; and the mod cruel refentment, if* 
•exerted in this cafe, had fecen excuCable by 
the laws, even if it had been attended 
by the moft ufaconiinoh ektra^sgance; e^ 
fpecially, if in the lead it had been per-* 
ceived.'that ant alteftltioto of the connktb' 

tiotf 
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lion was intended : the etfedls of which 
might have proved ftill more fatal to the 
court, when in reality the conftitutiort 
prAs antiihilated, and a new one fubftitut'? 
id in its ftcad ; not by confulting, but, 
>4 flie Contrary, by eluding, threatening, 
itid terrifying thofe, to whom alone it was 
I property, and the dearcfl pledge of li* 
)ftrty, to enatft and abolifh fundamental 

It alfo was from concerted prudence, 
iild uxxavoidable neceffity rather, than 
ihrough motives of virtue and clemency, 
:hat blood ,was fpared upon. this occafion ; 
particularly, as there were none fufficient-^ 
y prepared for. making proper refiftance* 
!>, if it muft neceflarily be called virtue, 
then the condud of every highwayman 
ieferves to be praifed as more virtuous, 
pvhe^L he flops a coach on the highway, 
md, after having robbed the people of * 
:heir property, he fpares their lives j which 
fttch a robber might often have iio lefs ca- 

O fily 
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fily deprived them of, without increafing 
his own dangers. For, carrying the com- 
parifon of this morality ftill further, the 
king of Sweden's condudl may^ however, 
retain more refemblance of virtue, if we 1 
confider, that, in mofl of the European 
countries, England excepted, the robbers 
on the highway ufe firft, to attack the life; 
and, afcer having committed the murder, 
they then look for the fpoils. Confe- 
quently, if this principle is true, that a 
lefler evil, in comparifon with' a greater 
one^ may be called good ; a lefler crime 
alfo, relative to the nioft enormous cue, 
may be called virtue. Not without reafoa 
I may obviate feme objedions to this 
llrophe of thoughts, as being inconfiftent 
with the refpecfl due to majefty. I am 
the more inclined to own it to be true, 
fince I myfelf^ in all my lifetime, have 
looked upon that object with the utmoft 
refped, and confidered it as the mofl fa- 
cred of human eftablifliments ; and which 

never 
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iever fhould be ftained with iheannefs 
md indecency ; but, in fo far as majefljr 
s above the reft of humanity, i£ fliould 
Hjually excel all thofe .lower flatioiis by 
^ccomplithed qualities, and be adorned 
pyithr real virtue ; which j that it may pro- 
bably be expected for the time to comc^ 
ratheir than be entirely banilhed from hii-^ 
man. .focieties, is my only intention, by 
baying thus difcovered the truth, and 
laid the morality of it in its proper light. 
But, if weaknefs, and faults, are exeuf^ 
abk, when committed an confequence of 
being feduced by others to be guilty of' 
them ; the king of Sweden may, perhaps,^ 
find, all thofe pleading in his favour, whd[ 
knqw^ that from a child he has been ac- 
cuftompd to follow the fyftems of his mo^ 
ther, the queen-dowag^r ; and his man- 
bood has wanted ftrengtb, to avoid beirfg 
oaifled by her. She alfo having been, fof 
nany years, confidered in Sweden^ not 
>nly as an enemy to the liberty of the 

O 2 people^ 
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people, but likewife, as inured in hatred 
to the country : it is not, therefore, to be 
cxpeded, that the fchemes ftie purfucd, 
ihould have either been founded upon 
principles of the utmoft firmnefs, or cxe- 
cuted with the mod unblemifbed inno- 
cence* The king of Pruffia, as being, for 
the prefent, perhaps the primum mobile of 
the known world, is iiippofed to know 
the intcreft of his own territories too wett, 
for being able to lofe fight of itj as, 
on the contrary, the rulers of Sweden, 
fince men of wifdom and integrity are no ' 
more fufFered in the management o£ the 
government, feem thoroughly to be ig- 
norant no lefs of the prefent fituation of 
their ftate, than of the iffue of their af- 
fairs. 

In a more particular manner, the fitua- 
tion of the Jefuits in Spain, prepared the 
minds of the Swedes for a paffive compli- 
ance with all the undertakings of the Swe- 
dilh rayalifts. As foon as this fociety was 

chafed 
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chafed from Spain, they were, from the 
Swedilh prefs, as well as in all private 
convcrfations, frequently reprcfented as 
concealed enemies to the throne, and who 
purfued nothing but hoflilities againft the 
whole of mankind. So far indeed had 
the minds of the Swedes been prevailed 
upon, by writings of this kind, and pre- 
pared for a ftupid devotion to the court 
and royalifts of that kingdom, that none, 
cither at the very time of the revolution, 
or even fome time after, ventured to de- 
fend the lib.erty, or oppofe the royalifts 
rafli proceedings, without danger of being 
ftyled a Jefuit, an enemy to the throne, 
and to mankind. Thefe fentiments, how- 
ever, began to evanifh, aflbon as, the revo- 
lution had been accomplifhed in Sweden, 
and the king of Pruffia had enriched his 
dominions by a vaft number of opulent 
and ufeful fugitives ; which kind of poli- 
tics had often before been in ufe in that 
kingdom ; as, for inftance, by the Straf- 

O 3 burgh, 
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burgh, French, and fome other emigrar 
tions, which ferved to people the deferts 
of Pruflia. 

Even the liberty ©f the prefs was now 
aboliflied by the king of Sweden ; . as he 
declared, by his new conftitution, that all 
thofe conftitutions eftabliflied fince 1680, 
and confidered as fundaniental laws, fhould 
henceforth be annihilated ; of which the 
king, and the new fenators de(fled by him- 
felf, did not foil to make the application, 
as foon as the revolution was over, to the 
liberty of the prefe, introduced into Swe- 
den- in 1766, and reckoned amongft the 
fundamental laws. In this fhocking cafe, 
thecc, however, was yet found a man in 
Sweden, who, pofTefled of ability, and en- 
pouraged by his own uncorrupted mind, 
would venture his private fortune, by ex- 
pofing the king and fenate, rather than 
fee his countrymen thus deprived, even of 
that liberty which was the only thing ca- 
pablp of frying them from being by and 
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r by ranged far below the rank of the wild- 

» 

ell beads in the northern forefts. It was 
the famous Hopner, the mofl learned law- 
yer in Sweden, and formerly aflefTor of 
the high coart of juftice at Stockholm, 
who now rofe publickly againft the king 
and fenate ; and he, after having been 
prohibited from printing fome trials, wrote 
a jpamphlet againft the prohibition, and 
publiftied it all over the kingdom ; which, 
as it contained the moft convincing truths 
and reproaches againft the inhibition of 
the prefs, obliged the king to recal this 
his proceeding, by iffuing a new law, per- 
mitting the liberty of the preft. 

The contents of this law w^re as follow : 
In the preface he fays : *' As there is no- 
•* thing more valuable and facred to a 
" free people, than what can afford them 
** light, and give the monarch an opjpor- 
" tunity of knowing their wants, he, 
" therefore, would allow them the liberty 
♦^ of writing and printing, aboliftied by 

4 *' him, 
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" him, in annihilating the old C9nftitu- 
" tions/* But, in the firft paragraph, 
he mod exprefly, and under the moft fe- 
vere penalties, prohibits any thing what- 
foever to be written or printed, which was 
in the lead contrary to the religion of the 
country, to the order of fucceffion to the 
crown, or to good cuftoms and manners. 
Now, every thing committed to the prefs, 
but difpleafing the king or his favouriies, 
was regarded, and publicly explained, as 
contrary to religion^ or good cuftoms and 
manners. A king, who compelled a free 
people to tread religion, confcience and rea- 
fon, under their feet, by forcing them to 
abj ure their liberty, and to acknowledge fla- 
very, feems, indeed, to have ftrange opi- 
nions of good cuftoms and manners ; even 
£b thofe, who are faxd from their childhood 
to have been regardlefs of religion, and 
to have fpoiled their minds and bodies, 
by pradlifing extravagancies, and ftill con- 
tinuing, though fecretly, and by means of 
briberies, to exert the utmoft inhumani- 
ties, 
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ties, and concealed cruelties, they chofc 
to borrow the beauty of religion, in order 
to cover the lewdnefs of villany. Se- 
condly, it is prohibited for any perfon to 
write or print any thing contrary to the 
hereditary fucceilion to the throne, ac- 
cording to the eftablifhments of Wefteros 
in the year 1 544 ; at Stockholm, in the 
year 1743; and Norkopping, in 1604. And 
in order the better to fecure the exercife 
of cruelty, and to terrify the miferable 
(ubjedls ftiU more, they are threatened, 
in this paragraph, with the mofl cruel 
punilhments, in cafe they Ihould venture 
to write or print any thing concerning 
the meafures thus taken, for retaining 
their fellow-citizens in ignorance, and the 
utmoft ftupidity, in matters concerning 
their mpft interefting knowledge, or their 
utmoft flavery. Further, in the third pa- 
ragraph, the proceedings go fo far, as to 
prohibit almoft all kinds of printing, by 
ordering the moft cruel puniflxments for 
all perfons whatfoever, who fhould write 
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any thing concerning the king, his fenate, 
or favourites ; though this prohibition 
endeavours to conceal them under other 
names, in order to cover the true intention 
of this granted liberty of the prefs. In 
Ihort, in the firfl paragraph, the liberty 
of the prefs is allowed ; but, by excep- 
tions, in the following paragraphs, the 
fame prefs is not only prohibited, but 
cruel punilbments are threatened, on thofe 
who would venture to ufe the prefs ; and 
none, indeed, ' have ventured to ufe it, 
fince the king rofe to his defpotic ftate, 
except fome few of his favourites, on pur- 
pofe to put the inhabitaftts thoroughly in 
ignorance, ' and let them know nothing 
but falfehoods, gr whatfoever may intereft 
only a few tyrants. Thofe who have 
the moft real virtue, honour, and folid 
knowledge, far from publifhing fomething 
extraordinary, need all their talents to be 
able to conceal themfelves ; for, as foon as 
difcovcred to be men of abilities and in- 
tegrity, they are looked upon as being of 

contrary 
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mtrary opinions, and dangerous in the 
ay of tyrants. Unhappy that people^ ivhere 
ice corruption has got the better! but 
oubfy unhqppy^ and almoft loji' is that nation^ 
vhere ^corruption and crimes are become the 
rinciples of government ! It feems really^ 
s if Providence, in punifhing wicked 
lations, did nothing but only permit 
5ood men to be opprefled : the corrupted 
:hen get the better ; and lo ! the inhabi- 
tants as foon are undone. 

The prefent fenate, as being chofen by 
the king himfelf, and amongft his moft 
intimate favourite*, feemed to join with 
him in feveral of his views, with regard 
to further alterations in the new conftitu- 
tion, in order to make the king's power 
as unlimited by the conftitution, as it yet 
is, either in facjl, pr in certain refpedls, 
though indiredly, by the conftitution it- 
Pelf. In this view, likewife, the prefi 
Teemed only to be ufed, by cpmplain- 

ng merely about violence and injuftice, 

».■ ♦ 

'without 
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without explaining, circumflantially, the i 
involved reafons of it. 

Never were violence and injuftice pracr 
tifed in Sweden, more cruelly, or more 
openly, than they have been fince the late 
revolution, and dill continue to deprive 
the commons of all happinefs; but th^|; 
true reafon of it feems to be contraLrf to 
what the fenate are willing the people 
fhall think about it. It is moft common*- 
ly thought to be a confequence of each fe^ 
nator's being invefted with one vote, 
in all the affairs of juftice, and the king 
having only two vote?, in cafe he vriH 
follow the general contents of the confti* 
tution, rather than ufe that unlimited 
power, which, merely by exceptions, he, 
in fome other paragraphs of the fame 
conftitution, has refer ved for himfelf j but 
the true reafon of the open injuftice now 
cxercifed, feems, conformably to the whole 
fyft^m of the late revolution, to be no^ 
thing but a new fcheme concerted by the 

king 
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ing and the fenate, in order to prepare 
he minds of the people for the ne^ diet^ 
\j rendering them weary of the ffenators 
dminiftration of juftice, for being thus 
be more eafily brought over to refign 
D the king a conftitutional power, entire-*- 
f unexceptionable and unlimited, even 
a the affairs concerning juftice. At 
»ft> the effedl produced by this kind of 
»pprefCon, will, in the meanwhile, tend 
o prevail fb much upon the citizens, as 
o make them eafily comply, when once 
he king might, even in this circumftauce^ 

♦ « 

Ifirwthrow the conftitution, by, making . 
lie o^ his military f(H*ce, thus beforehand 
n^pared. 

Others have thought, that the open 
riolence exercifed by the fenate, would 
lim at an oppofite revolution^ by 
mdeavouring to increafe the number 
af malecontentSi But this feems to be 
Eoerely a fi(5tion, and far from the truth. 
WThea we confider the king's prefenc 

power,. 
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power, fufficient to counterpoife, and e- 
V ven to deftroy his fenators, were they 
not his favourites. As, moreorer, -the 
courtiers, by making ufe of the preft^ 
ufed. not to complain fo much of in- 
juftice and violence, as not, much niore, 
and chiefly, to fliow a deficiency in tlie 
king's power for being able to procure 
juftice and proteifl the innocent. And it 
frequently happens, that the king retires 
from the fenate, when particular caufes 
are tried, and when the moft Ihocking 
injuftice is to be committed ; which, as 
being pradifed during the abfence of the 
king,; cannot but throw a flur on the fena- 
tors, and thofe paragraphs of the confti- 
tution, which allow theni yet a fmall Ihare 
in the judicatory power, or, at leaft, a plu- 
rality of fufFrages, when eight of them 
are joined againft the king, who gave on- 
ly two votes. If, ftill further, complaints 
are addrefled to the king : private audi- 
ence is either refufed to the fubje<fls, or, 
if granted, nothing is gained but only 

I . an 
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an opinion of the infufficiency of the king's 
power for doing juftice. Jt would like- 
wile- be too great fimplicity to believe, 
jiiat a king, who, in a diftriefred fituation, 
and limited ftate of govermnent, did hot 
want power to confipel above 1.700 repre- 
fcntatives, and the whole kingdom, to 
abjure th?ir liberty, and fubmit them- 
felyes to flavery, fliould want ability and 
fq^ce, to reduce only twelve fenators to a 
virtuous compliance with the laws and 
humanity, provided he . himfelf . fhould 
have ftrength enough, to fubdue his own 
paffions, in aiming at ftill more power. 

The king of Sweden, not being able to 
fupport a war out of the ufual revenue, 
it feemed to him neceflary, and quite un- 
avoidable, to follow the examples of Gu- 
ftavus Adolphus, and Charles X. and XI, ^ 
in reducing ^J^to the pofleffion of the 
crown, thofe lands, which, during the 
former government, had been granted to 
feme private families, -But, for being 

enKbleA 
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.enabled to profecute this fcheme, with-^ 
out oppofitioii) either from the fenators 
in the fenate, or from the reprdfentatittt 
in the diet, the greateft part of whom^ 
being the prefent pofTefibrs of thofe lands: 
it behoved alfo to be his chief yieWy to 
make himfelf unlimited mailer of the 
whole conftitutional power of the judiqa-^ 
tory branch, in order to have no depen- 
dence on the votes of the (enators, the 
majority of whom, he could not, in fuch 
cafes, acco\\ttt for^ however much they 
were his favourites ; the cafe being, to de- 
prive them, or their kinfmeUj of their e- 
flates and property. 

This fcheme, Guftavus Adolphus, and 
Charles X. and XL executed, by means of 
the military force at Ibme of the diets ; 
but the nobles, as reprefentatives at that 
time, fcarcely exceeding 150 in number, 
wcre.eafily fubdued ; as, on the contrary, 
or for the prefent, the grcateft number of 
the military officers of the firft rank, arc 

likewife 
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likewlfe poffefTors of thefe lands. At pre* 
fctkt^ aifoj it is not by open forc6> but by 
j^licy and iiitrigues, that this fcheme is 
to be executed. 

Some have thought the increafed re^^ 
venues of the king to be fufficiftit for the 
^urpoie of war, without being Under the 
ned^ffity of the redudlion mentioned t 
fince, not only the fald of brandy has 
lately been annejced to thft crown, but 
iikewifi^ an important annual lottery^ and 
bn ^jyiant contoir eilablifhed iot lending 
Money on rents^ confiderabiy increafes the 
jrevenvj^s of the crown, and thofe of the 
Court of Sweden^ But the much increafed 
ittxuf y and expences of the prefent courts 
tfiufe their daily wants to be much 
greater than in the times of the former 
kings J wheil, for inftance, Guftavus A- 
doiphus knew no darlings, and the ladies 
of the court are faid to have, at that tiroff, 
drunk Swcdifh ftrong ale, inftead of bur- 
gundy or champagne wines* The wants 

P pf 
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of the crown are, befides, within four 
years only, fa far increafcd, by a lately 
credled new. high court of juftice, and 
the appointment of two governors n^orc 
than befoire, at . Finland, that this alone 
takes up%ll the new revenues of that 
crown, the fupport of the new credUd 
court and governments requiring aonual- 
ly confideraibl? foms of money. 

It will be unavoidably neceflikry for the 
ting of Sweden to increafe the aprnual. fa- 
lary of all his civil officers^ provided hie 
intention may not be to rule them upon 
the fame principles on which they have 
"hitherto been governed,, viz. by chains 
pi a mean dependence on the mercy of 
thofe who were more opulent, . and by op^ 
preflive impofitions upon the public trea- 
furies^ or their fellow-citizens j whicbj, 
in, proportion as a cafe, of emergency 
^ftained the virtue of a diftrefled officer, 
agijfrded the favourites of the court a con- 
vesient opportunity of rewarding the 
Tj wretches 
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ihrretches whom they liked, and of pii- 

niflling others whom they difliked ; arid 

thus-thfe niimbei^ of liceiitidus adherent^ 

being increafed by' diftrels, they, at thd 

{^sLxnt jciine^ Were governed by opprefliohs. 

"The Swedifli army, confifting^df 40,066 

men fconftantly in readinefs, ard niiich oil 

the>fattle fobting as in the time of Gufta- 

^TUS Adolphus ; fo that each prdjirietdr o^ 

lands, or in other refpecfls niore prdprie-* 

tors* jdintlyj furnifh and fapport a fol-* 

dier^ 6t a horfe atid a ihaln bf tbe daval-^ 

ry. Notwithftanding this fiijiport, a fol-* 

dier Twelves fome part of his pdy month-* 

' ly from the crown, and; when iii fervic^^ 

titheriii time of War or peade, al double 

falary is jifaid him^ And, befides landS 

ailigned to the officers is Idng as they art 

in fcrvice, they enjoy Certatiii furhs of md-' 

ncy annually frotn the drowh : it alfo 

feems, that the wants of the S\v^edles dli- 

ring about 150 years, have more increaf* 

^> together with theii* neccffities and- their 
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fuxury, than they have been fupplied by 
the cultivating qf arts, or by any flourifh- 
ing ftate of conwncrce daring that fpaee 
qf tione. 

Befides thefe 40,00a men, fupportej 
|)y the inhabitants, and by the crown, 
an equal ijumber of recruits are con(l:fiQt« 
ly kept in readinefs, nourifh^d and c}9'' 
thed by the inhabitants, in the fame mm'^ 
jier as the former, during their being 
^fed by the crown. The (landing arcny^ 
making up altogether 80,000 men, can- 
not but load the citizens with burdens, 
far exceeding their refources, efpecially 
in lome of the northern parta of Sweden, 
where the barrennefs of the country, not 
without hard labour, and the utmoU ^-^ 
very^ ibarcely affprds the inhabitant^ fhcir 
neceflaries. This mifery is dill further 
increafed by 30,000 unexercilbd young 
mep, furnifhed by the inhabitants, for 
fupplying the number of thofe 80,000 a- 
bovc-meationed, in cafe of deafh, or their 

being 
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being accidentally rendered unfit for fur-» 
ther iervice. 

The merchants and Cradefraen of each 

-Sv^edifhtown, are obliged to provide them^ 
ielves with uniforms, and other military 
(lores neceflary for the cavalry^ as well as 
the infantry, and to meet every fummer 
ledibii, to perform all ufual military ex- 
CTcifes, on account of their thaktng up a 
certain ntimber of regiments to be in rea- 
diheid f^r the defence of each town in the 

'^ tifltie of war. It feems, however, that 
the extravagant expences annually incur«*> 
red by them, as preparatives to each meet-* 
iilg, wotld, in time of peace, far exceed 
that fitiall advantage which is expeded 
from them in the time of war. The 
ufuail expences,^ joined to the lofs of the 
mod valtiable time, which cannot be em- 
ployed by a trader in carrying on two 
different bufinefles at the fame timcj 
caufe the greateft part of the merchants thf 
more to complain about this cuftom, as 

P 3 many 
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many of them have been brought to po-? 
verty, if not thoroughly ruined by it, 
The beforp-mentionpd reduiftipn ^f lands 
alfo fteiTi5 to be the more unavoidable by 
the prefeqt king of Sw^dpo, as the for-: 
iner kings, fince th^^ teign of Guftavys I, 
fould not avoid fuph f educflipn, .hpweycF 
dangerous the attempt pf ip always fpigbt 
have be^n cpnfidpred. 

Sweden . being advantagcoufly litUatcd 
fpjf traffic, and its cpmmercp .calculat-: 
pd, to have, in fh? fp^cc^pf ab<Hic one 
century, b,een a^ roi^ch extende4> as its 
finances have been ipaprpved ; th;at king-? 
dpm might, \x\ cpnfpqi^cnce, be; coftfider-: 
ed as iq a ftate capablp of fypplying all 
its wants; eafipr than tuning thft reign? 
pf the former kings. Put this palculation 
can be aflerted by np real arguments, a? 
long a§ the comnaerce qf Svyedep \^ car-r 
ried on upon its prefept .fpoting, and thfe 
Swediflh finances are eniployed in the 
Vf^^! ^^n^?rr bVit particularly on ac-r 

count 
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count of the luxury of the inhabitants, 
the fuppbrt of which requires much more 
than the barrerinefs of the northern coun- 
tries, aotwkhftanding all political efta- 
blifhments, can afford them. If, how- 
ever, Stockholm couiid be changed into 
die city of Paris, and, together with the 
French . cuftoms, manners, and fafhions, 
fo eagerly imitated by the Swedes, the 
French climate, and the fertility of the 
French provinces couW be tranlported to 
Sweden, by. thofc Swedifh gentlemen 
yrho frequently vifit Paris, and there re- 
ceive their education : I cannot doubt, 
but that, in fuch a cafe, the Swedifh com- 
merce alone would provide them with all 
thdr neceflaries in abundance. But fince, 
on the contrary, French blood was pour- 
ed into Swedifh veins, the body was en*- 
tirely corrupted and weakened, and the 
internal fenfe was by people of rank tho- 
roughly lofl ; fb that nothing is pleafing 
t^ut what is fliled French j and ngthing 

P 4 mor« 
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more defpifed by them, than both the af> 
fiduity in culciyating, and the fondnefs to 
enjoy, their own country produdlions i a 
taile fo much rjqjedled by their glorious 
anceftors. Whence the balance of trade, 
cannot but be againft Sweden^ and its 
traffic prove infufficient to aflPord either 
the crown or the country their indifpen^ 
ixble neceflarics ; which will appear from 
the following ihort d?tail of thq prefcP? 
ilate of commerce in that kingdom. 

Thq Eaft India " company, eftabliflied 
at Gottenburg, on account of the adran^ 

I 

tageous fituation of that place for com^ 1 
merce, carries on the only foreign traf- 
fic whigh affords any real advantage to 
Sweden. But with regard to the edm- 
mercial laws, refped^ng thi^r trade, th« 
gaiA of this CQmpany, and that of th? 
crown, is much leis than what the cdunt 
try lofes by all kind of luxury iniepar^ 
able from this traffic. The Eaft India 
commodities, confifling chiefly of thofi 

arti(;k? 
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LTCicks whkh icrve to fupport lakury^ 
iXt bdugbty no( iq exchange for SwediOl 
produiflionsy bijt for that fiW^r which by 
the 8w^es i& fmuggleds and brought from 
Ct^diz ib Spain* The e^pende incurred 
2t this laft mentioned placei hath exceed-' 
ed the gain on the ex|HM*tation of their 
Dwn country productions ; which wiU ^p^ 
pcSar more evidently^ from the effeds pro^^* 
du<:6d by the quality of the l^wediih ccndf 
U> be mentioned in the folbwing pages. 

When the ItipS return from the Eaft 
[odies, the commodities brought from 
that part of the world, are, according td 
the laws^ fold by auflion at Gbttenburg^ 
and only a few articles allowed to be uied 
within the country. It happened, how-^ 
ever, that not only china, tea,, and coffee^ 
b«t feveral othcp fpecies of thofe commo^ 
dities are confumed at home, in grcatet 
quantity than tranfixxrted to foreign coun- 
tries J confequently, the gain of this f^ fa* 
lApu$ trade, however it carichcs fome few 

merchants 
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merchants at Gottenburg, is, ttcverthe- 
kfs, in reality, no gain to the nation in 
general, but, oil the ^ contrary, a , Very 
great lols ; which appears, when the lux- 
ury, which only is fupportcd by^ this 
trade, is compared with the former Swe^ 
difh iimplicity, when the £a{l India traffic 
was totally unknown to them. 

What the crown is thought to gain by 
the duty payable oa Eafl; India commo^ 
dities, is only imaginary, but no real pro* 
fit ; for the vafl annual falaries fquander- 
ed by the crown upon a prodigious num'- 

ber of ufeiefs and infolent cuftomhpufe- 

' 

pfficers, equals the amount of the whole 

revenue of the crown ; not to mentioa 

what is concealed by clandefline pradlices, 

pr loft by foauggling, - , 

ft 

The traffic at the Levant was, for 
fbme years ago, carried on in Sweden, in 
order to provide thofe who manufactured 
(ilk ftuffs within the kingdom, with ma- 
terials proper for ;hat purppfe. SiUtr 

worms, 
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4 lUcemfe, Mnn^foT fomt time in- 
troducedi'and nourifh^d ia the fouthem 
coiind&escbf Sweden. But beiides that 
bears andiwolieies^ which are abundandjE 
propagated :.iil the ndrthern countries, 
feemto bd^of real ufe in the Swediib cli-» 
mate; fince clqthes of fkin, pirepared 
from thefr .beads, are indilpenfibly necef- 
Ciry- djarmg nine months^ of the year i the 
filjlp'^worai^y Aot withftadding their apparent 
vfefulpefs tp the ladies dr^fe, feem tofpoil 
the t?mpe;^apaent of the inhabitants, or to 
be the cajife .pf ^. weak ftate of iicalth, 
which the Ja^ies cannot, fail to cont^(^, 
by exppfin^ themfclyes. to: the violence of 
fhe clim^te^ after haying been delicately 
brQught t^p in their youth; and the famo 
weak nefs" pf cqnftitution is moft . com* 
inonly derived from them to their o£Fspring 
^nd ppfterity. As for the Levant trade, 
it is alfo too evident^ that there was 
po national gain by it. This com- 
VMVQf U cptJrely rviined for tl^e preifenc; 

fine?, 
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iincCy ill 1 766, the remainder of the filk 
and fluff manufactories werd deflroyed* 

The Commerce carried oil at Stockhotm 
has, in two refpeiSts, been £pimout fat fbmd 
centuries, viz. with regard to a iF^ expoi^ 
tatioa of iron amaffed in the foathem cowh 
tries ai Sweden ; and, fecondly, by a no 
kifs confiderabld traffic with tatf, pitch, and 
wdods gathered at Stockholm from the nor* 
chern countries and towns^ wh^re the tt^ 
ders were ahnoft vaflals of cbe^ mitf ch&n^ 
at Stoclcholm, tiU the year 1766, wheiifb^ 
veral of the northern merchants, paniciK» 
Utiy thofe of Finlandi obtained leave td 
trade to foreign countries for themf<d ves. It 
being not allowed them, before thftt time; 
to trade with £^eigners, Stockholm wad 
almoft the only place of trafSk: known tt 
^hera^ whither they were accuitomed td 
trtnfport all their conntry produdtionsi. 
But, in proportion as Stockholm, in thoft 
times, became the moMpoIium of Swedisfli 
cominerce, and grew the capital of luxo^ 
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7, the reft of the trading towns groaned 
mder fUvl&t dependence ; acbd the whole 
lody of traders, thofe of Stockhohn es> 
^ptedy l^tngmihed under reftridtions and 
meity, like a iick bodyt of which all the 
fdm being emptiedt the heart pnlf is 
79wded with bloody *ad fweHed with cor^ 
^vption. The vaft trade, brought tp its 
leight at Stockholm, was alfo icarcely 
b^ieient to fupport the luxury, formerly 
lioisc unknown in Sweden, until the inftrtu- 
nents of it were invented. The only nece£- 
ary jeommodity which entered the country, 
fas fait ; it being annually wanted, is 
i;reat quantity, in Sweden, and obtained 
!IQ where elfe than from Spain or Portu>- 
pd. It was this fingle commodity on^ 
ty, next to tobacco, which, in regard to 
ih^ indifpcnfible want of it in Sweden, 
pdlowed die other towns to reap fome be** 
Befit from the advantages of Stockholm; 
but for the reft, they took part merely in 
Its liuiury and corrupticm, which grew 

the 
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the more univerfal at Stockholm, and. all 
over the kingdom, iince kings, born and 
bred in Germany, began to reign in SWe** 
den, and to give thofe who.eagerjy imir 
tated them^ the examples of a courts 
which, in Sweden, however built oh rocks^ , 
and encompaiTed with frofty hills, now-wu 
fupported in all the fame fumptuous fpleii' 
<lor and abundance, as thofe courts of Ger-* 
many, furrounded with fields adorned^ 
both winter and fummer, eidier with flow- 
ers or with grapeis. 

The traffic of Finland is, indeed, found- 
ed upon principles, in fomet refpedt advan* 
tagcou's to Sweden, fince the Finnifh com* 
merce was once delivered from its former 
dependence on Stpckholm. For two rieat 
fons, however, the commerce of Finlapd 
hath, fince its eftablifliment, contributed 
to the ruin of the merchants, inftead of 
enriching the country : the traders, and 
the failors too, are totally in want of c- 
duc^tion; there being ho eftabliflimcnts 

I made, 
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made, nor any opportunity opened, for ac^* ' 
qjiiririg a. knowledge of commerce, or of 
navigation, but merely by pradliciej whicli 
\ has been the caufe of their acquiring, ia 
fome few years, a fmall experience of theto 
both, though no cheaper than by the lois 
of their £hips, and of the reft of their 
jMToperty. 
A fchool of commerce was, a few years 
[ ago^ eflablifhed at Stockholm, by the latd 
king ; but clergymen being appointed ma- 
Imagers of this fchool, who knew Uttle of 
true divinity, and nothing of commerce^ 
this fchool hitherto hath ferved only to 
keep up the mere name of it, without for- 
warding the ufe commonly intended by 
fuch eftablifhments. 

If ever the imprudences of others may 

be inftru(5live leffons to thofe who live in 

J J[ a fphere eafily fufceptible of the fame mif- 

carriage : the awkward manner in which 

the Finniih towns have begun, and e- 

vca purfued the cultivation of foreign 
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trade^ fince the year 1766, defenres here 
to be particularly deicribedj which at 
the fame time will (how, how even thdie 
tneafures, taken by the favourites finc^ 
die late revolution in order to forward 
the traffic, have been £&r from being the 
mod prudent which might have been 
chofen, in order to improve the Swedifh 
trade ; fince trading towns have by them 
been expofed to deftrudlion, and even 
tho(e, which yet remained in Finlaiid af* 
ter the raoft flourifhing about two years 
ago were laid in afhes, have been ruined, 

the traders expofed to confiderable loffcs, 

►" 

and threatened with deftru6lion* 

In the year 1 764, the favourites order- 
ed two general cuftom-houfes to be eredl-* 
ed on the Finnifh feacoafts ; one for the 
fouthem, and the other for the northern 
extremity of this extenfive (hore ; in ordet 
to prevent fmuggling, and facilitate the 
furvey of the cuftom-houfe officers, and 
at the fame time diminifh the prodigious 

numbef 



Iidiltbei' ot tlieib t^im^ hf tiniti&g iil 
the Fii^6i(h tr&dih|^ towtis under oiily t^d 
g@n6ii^ ^ac«§, in Wbkh tfaej all might 
be elra^iii«d, ^ttd thd dUty j^id. Thd 
A^'tberft pkt« Wa$ ap^oiilMd ac a rmalt 
Miiid ne&t to ^ ijit]^ of Aba, ihe CiltSital 
9f fiiliftad.; M Whkh ^ac« all the routKent 
UwAii iki L^uifa^ BtirgOj Helfihgfors, tk-> 
ntt&, Abo, Nbdeiidal, Nyftad, l^aumea, and 
tiidni«bttrg, wet-e drddred to land with theii^ 
Slips. Td 'cem^ttt th6 ^Uy, men, vrho nt* 
ttat hid beefi faildrs^ were appointed to find 
©tit, to this iflat)*!, b8# piflkgfes, which 
*«Vtt before had beeii tifed, for vdfels 
bdilild tb 6i frdttl the abdvd^itifentioned 
leMrfiS J iti bltler tb ifafekfe all VefTcls J)ars 
n6 Whfeffe dfe but by that ifland where 
th*gehferale\ift6m-houfe Was built. Thofe 
who failed with fmall and open velTds, as 
hi intifl nfual in Finland, provided with 
very fimple tackle, v^erc expofed to the 
oc^^iA, which always had been tinn&viga-^ 
We by fttch vefTels, as bong a6Ctiftdf&1$i 



242 Jn KisroKY of the 

to keep the fliore. The traders- alfo e-* 
fteemcd thuefe orders iffued by the king, as 
nothing better than a GOBMnaad to be 
drowned with the crew and c^rgo. Thofe 
again who ufed large vefTels, could not, 
in purfuance of the king's orders, arrive 
at the ocean, until the;^ hs^ pafTed over 
rocks, fhelves, and fuch like, places, as 
were navigable only by the fmalleft vef- 
fcls. An univerfal lamentation alfb took 
place in all the fouthern towns; others 
who faw the orders to be as impradi- 
cable as ridiculous^ refolvedr ta: pevfuade 
their fellow-iraders to join with them in 
fending deputies from thcfe trading towns 
to Stockholm, in order to undeceive the 
king> and folicit a repeal of that commer- 
cial law ; which, however, was not ob- 
tained, but only for a fhort time, and till 
other meafures could be invented for ef- 
feding a compliance with the orders be- 
fore, iffued. It is reported, that an enor- 
^ops duty l^ad bfeen fixed to be paid by 

tkofe 
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thofe vcffels which would retain their old 
paflage, rather than attempt the new one j 
and the payment of that kind of duty 
feems: indeed to be as infeparable from 
the merchants^ asj in the other cafe, a 
more confiderable lofs might be ho lefs 
unavoidable to the failors. ' Abo, the ca-^ 
pital, was the following year deftroyed 
by fire, as it is fufpeifled, either by thofe 
who were againft the new government^ 
or by rulers of the oppolite party, who 
countenanced the new governmehtj and, 
apprehending the univerfal difconteiat of 
the inhabitants^ would, by fire and dif* 
trefs, deprive them of means to revolt. 

The northern toWns, as Chriftina, Wa-^ 
fa, Nycarleby, Jacobftadtj Gamelcarleby^ 
Uhleaborg, and Taf nea, were ordered, foi* 
the before-mentioned piifpofe, to apply 
at a fmaU ifle called Kalkoe, fituated op** 
pofite to the city Wafa, in the gulf of 
Bothnia. On that account, thefe towns 
vttxt ordered jointly to build fevcral houfes 

0^2 on 
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Ob the laft mentioned ifle, at tbdr com-^ 
mon expence, to be ufcd by the cuftom^ 
hovffe ofBcers. Iil faihire of thefe btdld*^ 
mgs bdng id readinefs within «leveil 
fiionths, all the towns herein concemcd 
fhduld forfeit their right of further car*' 
rying on any foreign trade^ ihrhicb^ is 
17669 had been granted to the Finnifb 
towns, in fpite of the traders of Stocks 
holm. This ordtnance, in many refpeiflf 
iio indifcreet, couM not but fkrikc the 
merchants of sdl the northerb towns with 
the utmoft awe, refbntmenit, and confter'* 
nation. Briberies had been pradlifedy 
and vaft fumis fquandered by the Finniih 
traders at feteral of the preceding diets, 
for obtaining the liberty of dairying ob 
foreign trade ; which liberty,^ now ealkd 
ia queftion by the king, on terms afaioft 
knpoffible to be exectited by the traders,, 
could not but be Fooked upon as mea^uFe» 
prompted by enemies of the country, with) 
a defi^n to ruin the traders of Finland^ 

Ac 
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At the fame time, as this liberty of car- 
rying on foreign trade had been granted 
to the towns of Finland, all the peafants 
of that country, fituated near the fea 
coaft, had obtained liberty of navigation 
within the kingdom^ and to con(lru(fi: 
veiTels, and employ them in their own 
trade, to any town fituated within the 
Swedifh boundaries ; provided they tranf- 
ported no other commodities than what 
were cithw the produdlion of their owa 
lands, or were neceflarily wanted by 
them, and fupplied from the towns, fuch 
as fait, (iyc. TThis liberty granted to the 
peafknts, mud alfo have been followed 
by an unavoidable ruin of the towns of 
Finland, if deprived of their liberty to 
trade abroad ; thus the towns might, ia 
. ihort, have been changed into country 
villages, without lands, and without 
commodities to be exported by them, 
fincc the peafants themfelves, now, all o- 
ver the country, exported their own pitch, 

Ct3 »r, 
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tar, and wood to Scockholm, and brought 
none of thofe commodities to the nearef 
market towns in Fin|and, unlefs they 
were paid at the price commori in Stocl^- 
holm ; which was unufual and inconiiftr 
cnt with the trade of Finland. |n fuch a 
fituation of the Finnifh cpmmercc, np 
circumflance could appear to ^hofe towns 
more dreadful, than the prefent cntrea-* 
ties to deprive them of the Hberty to trade* 
fibroad, or, in other word$, thp kiqg'§ ifr 
iUed ordinance, by which hp cpmmandr 
ed them all, by forfeiture of their ngiit§ 
of carrying on foreign tfade aljro^d, to 
dired: th^ir yeflp Is tp one cqpimon pl^cc 
pf rejadezvqus, dift^nt from their own 
harbour^, in ord$r tq be there vifited, 
and to pay the duty. Mu?h more time 
toeing required, and unequal greater ex- 
pences^ being as unavoidable, if the failorg 
had beeq obliged to undergo the fame 
;rouble-s, firfl in their own harboyr, ancl 
^fcffvyaids at the general cuftona-houfe, 
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where their veflels were to be difcharged^ 
-and their cargo a fecond time examined : 
it alfo expofed the traders to infupporta- 
Wc inconveniencies, attended with certain 
loflcs, without the fmalleft profit. 

On account of the private condudl of 
the traders of thefe northern towns, the 
trommerce of that country hath been no 
Icfs difaftrous ; though their misfortunes 
may be as much attributed to the negledl 
of the rulers, or want of public cftablifh- 
inents, conducive to the purpofe aimed 
at. For, as foon as they had obtained the 
liberty of trading abroad, they expofed 
to the waves and to the wind, all their 
property at once, without fo much as in-- 
furing cither the veifels or their cargo. 
{Sailors without education and fufficient 
experience in navigation, joined to the 
ignorance of the traders, completed the 
whole of their misfortunes. Many vef- 
fels of the largeft fizc that each town 
i:ould afford, being put to fea the firft 
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year, and thofe particuUrly, which b^ 
longed to Uhleaborg, which i? one 9^ X\^ 
firfl; trading towns in the north, being aU 
loft together ; the merchant* of that ^qw|i 
were undone ; and ther^ remained np^ 
thing but houfes void of r^fourccs^ ^nd 
filled with complaining, wrenches. 

Either to put an end to ;heir miferyi 
or to prevent the cffeijls of appro9(;hin|; 
defpair, thi? town wqs^ the followiijg jC9f 
1 764* twice in onie fumnwr bwnjcd, t»r 
gether with the qom^qpoa warehquf^ hvUt 
at the harbour, where their veiTcU ^^ 
to be loaded j fo that the fire ilill QOXi\\^ 
nncd to perfecute thofe whom^ as it feeoft- 
ed, the w^rer cquld no mpr? rijaqh, 

Qood king? are, indeed, the dearcft 
pledge of bappinefs that heavf^n, qslh graac 
^ pcQpU} ^^ 00 the coQti'ary, there i$ n^ 
cvjl which a wicked Qj>ft ist m^ qaj^ble 
pf forwarding, ^nd which wpuld reocMtia 
either ..unknown or in^pratf^c^bje among 
the reft of rnenj for the priQce bieing 

gopai 




{omsiQoly pc^Q^ ^ Qpul^Sf:^* ear ittu-' 

^cd {^dv^t^gep\tfly for oUftimpg a aum- 
^f ^f fn«^4^ cftpabk ev»a ©f ujifehicFa, 

mm^i w^U R^t be CueK »* to he 

jf^iQ?4 l>y ftO(«Jii»g naorf, tliwi in redu«- 
?fflg fei? fHt^e<ftft t<? A eQA4itiao di? Hioft 
iabappy is focktiei; is ftb«pe mj evil 

pre^tw in %\». tsmSsi 9§ bjiman life ? 

In tJi9 yf»r f 77S» »» «ff*y ^^s iikcwife 
[|[^»d«, in w4er 19 ^f en4 the fomgn traf» 

gs in SwodWi M WfiU M tLQ perfiwde thofe 
§W^§ to rf t^ra frpni %fer<»4, 1^1)«!» tired 
witli 4Q«n«fti<? pppr^ffions, had kft their 
Rfttive ?Q\jntFyt g^nd fpiind t^eir fafety in 
foreign countws. With .fnch yiew?, the 
king granted MiM^ran4, » Sw«dj(h tradi^ 
M9g tp\sn, ^tuated on the ^qaft of the 
north fea, the privileges of « free city.- 
Peb;ofS and mal^fadtprs were airur<^ 
sd of impnnityi as fppn a% they were 
wit;hin the gates pf this city, or rather 
w'iXkm thi^ afjrlum fpr vUlany. The con* 

fe^uence, 
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Sequence, far from anfwering the kittg's cx- 
pedtation, was only this, that numberlefs 
inhabitants of wealth and integrity, were, 
in the other countries of Sweden, oflFehd- 
cd and deceived by ruffians, who, itnmc- 
diately after they had committed mif- 
chiefs, took refuge in this royal afylum. 
A great many diftrefled foldiers like- 
wife deferted their regiments, and, ott 
^heir way to Marftrand, committed fevp- 
ral violences in towns and country viU 
lages. But thofe Swedes, who, for juft 
reafons, had once left their native coun- 
try, as chiefly pitched upon by this efta- 
bliihment, they, after having found bread 
and protedlion abroad, and thus being 
fatisfied, did with fo much greater hor- 
ror look on all thofe eftablifliments of 
their native country, which, contrary to 
their undeniable right, had refufed them 
thofe very advantages, which they now, 
merely as (Irangers, could enjoy undif- 
turbed and happy even abroacf. None of 

them 



Late Revolxjtion in Sweden. ^51 

them returned from abroad, but, on the 
cfoatrary, many of thofc who abhorred 
jdpfpotifm and perjury^ univerfally intro- 
duced into Sweden, exemjpiified by royal 
authority, and by force obtruded on the 
fubjecSs too, made ufe of an opportuni- 
ty which they long had wifti'ed- for ; and, 
under pretence of going to Marftrand, fi- 
tuftted on the frontipra* of Swfeden, pur- 
sued their; jptirriey further, and for ever 
left their nfitive country ; feeing, tjiat by 
the late alteration of the conftitutions, no 
pther changes had happened in their na- 
tive country, than that of opprcfTors and 
injurers, who formerly were ftilcd fena- 
tors an4 nobles, but now, in reality, were 
jhe king aijd hi? moft dependent fena- 
tors^ 

. Notwithftanding />^r/o^/zw(?, the only 
advantage granted by the king to Mar- 
^rand, the commerce of this city was 
little improved ; nor were any Jews, or 
pt^igf foreigners, prevailed upon, as was 

intended. 



intended, to take their (eats in a city 
^Q awkwardly provided ^ainft the vil* 
lanf of thofe wretijhe^ who had reared 
from the Svcdifh provinces, in order to 
%K their habitation at that place. The 
fif ^ founders of ancient Rom?, aftor }^v^ 
i^g preyailed upon a numl?er of adve^*- 
tw*^7i^» from feveral comers of the known 
w^v\d at that time, to leave thole placet 
wkU^h had giyen them birth, in order ce 
1^ titeir habitation at Rome i thofe an-^ 
pifnt politicians fbrefaw the neceffity of 
e^ft^^lli^ laws fulqible for fecuring their 
l^f W-^undi^ city againft the cwraption 
of the; new inhabitants, who knew no o« 
t^hf r prance than that of vice ; and thus 
t^ey wifely pii^vented the diforders of fom^ 
few corrupted citizens, rather than pro^ 
p?gAt«d the ruin of the whole city. The 
king of Sweden, on the contrary, by e- 
f^ing an afylum in a kingdom filled 
witl). ful:ye£Vs in the utmoft diftrefs, with- 
Q^( eaftc^tng^ at the fai9e time, conmierw 

XidH 



Cial and decoQdmical laws adapted td tbM 
j^rpoib: the! moral, its Wdl as the jidHtii 
date of his new afjliitn^ COuld hot ^0^ 
dac6 other effects, than the promoting Of 
ciimes knd defolation in the reft of th6 

SWediih |>rotinc^, whkoiit forw^ding 
the intended ufe of i, tret my. Thiib 
Stft formerly, wa^ the place UppcitAed fbt 
tbd corredkion of thofh malefactors who 
ikad btien eondemned ta con^iaeiticnty ot 
l^blk works^ either for k certain nudtbeif 
ftf year^^ or during life. The greateft putt 
bif thi priffifltw hating I'ectf mered tbeif li^ 
ba^ by the n€W di^ablifhment mettticm^ 
fed, were no focmer on free foot, than they 
k?ft thtd toWtty in order to eftablifh their 
Elabitati6ii any where elfe, than in a place 
Mrhich indeed fet them at liberty, but 
Ulowed them nothing elfe^ exeepting the 
Qtmoft poverty and licentionfnefs. 

Money matters have alone been fuffi- 
sient to ruin the foreign commerce of 
SwedeA, thouigh no diforders befides had 

concurred 
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concurred to haften the misfortunes of 
the traders. In the fpace of fixty years^ 
only bank-notes, hav^ circulated, as, the 
general meafure in all kinds of (rade with | 
valuable commodities. ; and the .. real va* Iji 
lue, either in gold, filver, or copper, an- fe 
fwerable to thofe reprefentative bills, ha« jjj 
ving been wanted : this fiditious coin 
ipfiade of paper, could not but lofe its vat 
lue and credit ; and confequently ;^e bulk 
of thefe imaginary riches increafed in thi |^ 
fame proportion as the real value was ex^ ^ 
ported, and nothing, but luxury returnei ^ 
Private bankers too, found an oppprtuDi" i^ 
ty of enriching themfelves during thcfc 
difordcrs, only by changing money, or, 
more properly, by buying and purchafing 
money at certain times, and in peculiar 
cafes, according to the variable value of. 
the reprefentative bills ; of which the re-[f( 
lative value ufed to be fixed almoft every 
month, or fometimes each week. And as^ 
this Valuation was one time carried too; 

I ' high,' 
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high, and another time funk too loW,thofe 
who,; in the former casfe, fold their maney^ 
wh^ch they . had , purchafed iii the latter, 
gained enormous fums. But, to complete! 
the traffit of that kih^^ the Jews of Am- 
fterdam, after having got notice of thefe 
diforders prevaiHngin the Swedifh finance, 
were, in certain times and circumftances, 
capable, in the courfe only of two m<Miths, 
of purchafing the whole money ftock of 
Sweden ; which, when iq the following 
months. the value had been fixed too high 
in Sweden, thofe Jews refold, at a very 
dear rate, to the Swedes, either by forcing 
the merchants to releafe their bills of ex- 
change, or by purchafing and paying the 
'JBwedifh commodities at this very time 
i^hen the money had the higheft va- 
lue ; and they, of confequence, could, 
fer a fmaller fum of money, which 
^as in its nature fi<5litious, obtain a 
istrger quantity of commodities of real 
^alue. But as it moft commonly was 
• ^wedifti 
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Strediih ^old ahd filter coitk^ mther thdd 

bank-notes, i^hith foreiglieii Wdilkl btsy 

in fvith caies } feldom sJfo any of tbat 
kind of coin rtttiained in Sweden Above a 
few da^s aftbr the ^Id df fik«r Md beetl 
coined^ The Ruffian merchants or ^^ 
fants, ^hd ufed to (mtiggle in thd ndt^ 
thern Swedifh countries^ found means t0 
putchaie the Swedifh • filvtr reiTels^ of 
Whith the inhabitailts, atcording to the 
old cuft^mSy haVe plenty in diat part cf 
Sweden ; but feeid^ that fo coikfiderable 
fums were dffbred thtim fol* fuch rdTftls, 
they were ready to jlart With them^ with*, 
out percdvingy before too late^ that the; 
had a real lofd, aild their gain was onljr 
imaginary. This very trade^ which in 
Finlaiid Wis pradlifed with fome RufEans^ 
was, on the eaftern fide^ imitate by the 
Swi^iCh Laplanders, who, iti the famd 
manner, ufed to tf ade with the Danes (tf 
Norwegians ; fo that, da all fides of the 
kingdom, doorsi Were opened foi* totreslts 
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bf Swedifli gold and filver^ which run out 
from that kingdom in exchange for pa- 
per j* aisid there remaining no more of^ that 
metal, the inhabitants began to difpoie 
. of the old copper money, xronfifting of 
. large and heavy plates, in the fame man* 
ncr, as before the nobler coin had been 
employed. It follows, that the real produc- 
tions of this country, ufually circulating 
in the European traffic, muft fupply what 
cannot be equally adjulled with a money 
of unfixed value and fi(flitioUs nature j 
whence no real gain can accrue to the 
Swcdifli commerce^ but, on the con* 
trary, a confidefable lofs, arifing chiefly 
Jfrom the irregularity of the Swedifh mo* 
jiey flock. 

The fame inconveniencies that Sweden 
At pr$fent fuffers from the bank-notes^ 
were fDrmerly experienced in that king- 
jdom by another fort of coin. During the , 
reign of Charles XII. that- monarch had 
s ilained almoft all the corners of Europe 

R with 
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with blood, by means of a war which 
he carried' on for above twenty years : He 
alfo could not avoid the dcTaftation of hb 
own country, and an univerfal want of 
money. In this emergency, his prhnc- 
minider, the famous Baron Gorfen, who 
was behea;ded at Stockholm, immediately 
after his kiafter's death, advifed the king 
to coin copper money, of a fmall intriniic 
value, bbt, on the other hand, of as high 
a fixed value^ as ihould make the copper, 
which they could a^ord at that time, an- 
fwer all the neceffities both . of the king 
and his fub^(5ls. Accordingly, a kind of 
copper money yras coined in Sweden, call- 
ed in the country language^ myntccken. 
The fize and intrinfic value of ea^ch of thcfc 
was lefs than Mi Englifh halfpenny j but 
the fixed value exa^ly the fame as that of 
an Englifh Ihilling. The confequence of 
this proceeding was na better tha« what 
is ufu:al in fuch c^fes, when the internal 
and external VaJjJ^ of a coin arc difpro>- 

portionate 



Late Revolution iti Sw£den. i^q 

pbrtioriate to each other : The neighbour- 
ing traders^ are faid td have fent Ihips 
loaded with this foi*t of money to Sweden ; 
and thus bought the Swtdifh dountry pro- 
dudl as much cheapen, as the proportion 
of one halfpenny, which was the internal 
value, is unequal to twenty-foUr half- 
pence, the fixed value of thfs money* 
This circumftance alone might have been 
fufficient for the prefent, to teach thd 
Swedes not to be twice guilty of the fame 
imprudence ; but alas, is there any thing 
which can inftrucfl a nation once aban- 
doned to corruption, haftening its own 
ruin, and glorying in its unhappinefs ! 

It remains, to give a hint Of the prefent 
internal trade, and the private o&cononiy 
of Sweden. The internal trade of a coun- 
try being nothing but a rtiuCual exchange 
of commodities among fhe inhabitants of 
the fame counttry, this kind of tfAde can 
therefore not properly be confidered as a 
riKil gain to that nation, however flourifli- 

U 2 in^ 
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ing the (late of fucb a trade may be ; for^ 
there may be abundance of country pro- 
dudlions circulating among thofe traders^ 
and there may likewise be found rich 
traders ; but the commodities being only 
tranfported from one province to ano- 
ther, and altogether confumed withift 
the whole of that country, and the trad-^- 
ers being enriched at the expence of ctfher 
fellow-traders of that very country ; it 
follows,, that the gain cannot be national^ 
but only private* As, moreover^ if fo- 
reign country produdtions are circulating 
in this very internal traffic, which hap- 
pens frequently in Sweden^ and is prac- 
tifed by them with too much extravagan- 
cy^ there nitift alfo be a real national lois, 
refuking even from, their internid trade i^ 
whigh, will more evidently appear from 
the following account of the interna) 
trade carried on at prefent in Sweden, and 
fupported by its prefent government 

The 
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The Swedilh dolninibns are divided in*^ 
lo fix general parts, 'uiz^ Sweden by it- 
ffelf, which comprehends the provinces 
fitiiated in the middle of the kingdom, of 
•^rhich Stockholm is nearly the centre. 
The fouthern part of Sweden is ftiled the 
kingdom of the Goths, (in Swedilh, Go^ 
iha^Rtket) ; the northern part is called 
Norland; then Lapland, Tinland, and the 
German territories, by which are under- 
flood a part of Poinerania belonging to 
Sweden. In each of thefe diyifions, and 
moft commonly only in each province, 
the private qeconomy,, comm^erce, man- 
ners, cuftoms, and even the language of 
the inhabiti^nts^ entirely differ from one 
anothen We fhall alfo take a fhort /view 
of each of thefe circumftances, by giving 
here fome account of their internal trade. 
But as the Finnish nation, as well as the 
Laplanders, differ far from the reft of the 
Swedes, by quite different language and 
j»aimers of living ; and thefe two nations 

R y feem , 
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feem to be almoA unknowa to the Swedes 
themfelvcs, on account of their ignorr 
ance of thie Finnifli ^nd Laponefe lanr 
guages, which have not the leaft refemr 
blance to the Swedifh ; and which liker 
wife prevents any intimate and univerfal 
converfation between thofe nations : this 
part of the prpfpnt account, therefore^ 
^la7 entertain the reader with as ^nuch 
uoveltyi perhaps, as fon^e other ^opips conr 
tained in this volume. 

Thp iqfolencp of the Swedifh ariftocrair 
cy, if not being the fame as befpre thp 
revolution, is, however, for the prgfent, 
much worfe th^n it eyer wa§ before; in 
fo f^r as ^hp king's favourites now ufp 
niore freely to e:?cert ^ecret cruelty and opr 
prefTions, fince np body veijture§ to pomr 
plain, or, by complaining, can but on|jr 
engrofs his pn^iappinefs : yre \vill fhe^e- 
fore, in the following pagp, by further 
meatjoning the unhappy (late of the prer 
fent government, con^der the mifery of 

the 
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the families in their private life; which 
is nothing but a confcquence of the 
faults of the government itfclf, and, in 
certain refpeds, remaining effeds of the 
former abfolute monarchy in Sweden, 
during the reign of Chai-lesi XI. and his 
fucceflbr Charles XIL The enjoyment of 
liberty, during the late government, per- 
verfely maintained by a corrupted arifto- 
cracy, and troubled by a court who bribed 
only for the recovery of the former mo- 
narchy ; a liberty thus harafled on all (ides, 
and encroached upon, now by the king, 
then by the nobles, could afford the reft 
of the inhabitants but little advantage in 
the fpace only of fixty years, during 
which time they enjoyed it. All the for -^ 
mer inconveniencies and diforders, as ef- 
feAs of the former defpotifm, ftill remain- 
ed; which the fhort and fcanty enjoyment 
of liberty did not allow t6 be abolifh-- 
ed. The introduAion of the prefen t. mo- 
©archy, could therefore produce no other 

^ 4 change, 
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change, thau an union of the former and 
the prefent calamities, in all that extent^ 
as is fufceptible in a body fpoiled ^'oq 
the crown of the hea<l to the fole of th? 
foot; fuch alfo is to be the following de- 
lineation of the prefent; happinefe of the 
inhabitants, even in rcfpeiSl to thseir trade 
and private life. 

As Stockholm i^ the capital of the kmg* 
dom, it is not only th]e me^tropoHs of the 
Swedifli trade, but Ukewifc. of ks- nlii<iar* 
riage, ^nd the reft of the diibifdera whack 
prevail in that kingdom* AH- the ttade 
carried on in the provinces, ten^s to fupt 
•port Stockholm ; and the country towfis, 
in return, are.fupported in their trade by 
all kinds of commodities received fr6i^ 
Stockholm, which iss^loioft the only' place 
where fome arts are cultivated, afidmat^u* 
iadlories have been eftablilhed. . The living 
of the inhabitants of Stockholpadepeiids 
entirely upon the tranfportation of tjiat 
country produdion which ils brought to 
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them by fea, chiefly from Finland, and 
then from Norland and the fouthera 
Swedifh countnes* Gomxnodides which 
the remoter country towns ufe to return 
from Stockholm, are^ befides cloths and 
Aii£&, fa!lt, tobacco, ^nd fever al forts of 
tools and mantifadlory wares ; an abun-^ 
daiice of wine, fugar, tea, coflfte^ and o- 
thcr implements of luxury entirely mcon- 
fiilent with the climate, thie tetnperament, 
^d liviiig of the northern inhabitants. 

Since the peafaots obtained, a few years 
ago^ the liberty of fitting out ihips, and 
tranfporting their commodities : them- 
ielves^ a greater number of failors appear, 
every fuxnmer, in the harbour of Stock* 
holm } with no griatcir advantage, how* 
evex^^ to the whole kingdom, than an ir* 
reparable negled of the tillage of the 
ground, fince thofe workmen became 
faxlors and merc^iants. Another damage, 
no lefs fhocldng, and likeways arifing 
from the nayi^uon of the peafants, is, a 

luxurious 
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luxurious confumption of thofe foreign 
liquors, which, for an hundred years, 
were quite unknown in the northern 
countries of Sweden ; io that a peafaht 
of thefe northern pares, inftead of imitate 
ing the cufloms of his anceftors, by regal* 
ing his family and his friends with li- 
quors of his own country produ<5lion^ fel- 
dom returns from Stockholm, without 
being provided with wine, fugar, and 
coffee, in iuch a quantity, as is fuBicient, 
during eight months, or through the 
whole winter, to fupply the private luxu- 
ry of his family^ or friends ; till he reach 
Stockholm the next ^ fpmmer, and can be 
again fupptied with thefe fvrperfluities* 

A luxury no Irfs* hurtful to their do- 
medic manners, appears in their fafhion 
iaf clothing themfelves j fo that the pri-p 
vate gain of the peafants tfaflSic with 
Stockholm, is calculated fmall, when com-!- 
pared with the common lofs of time,, and 
the propagation of corrupted domeftic 

maftncrs 
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«iAnners and cufloms^ not agreeing with 
xht climate or the foil, of the country. 
; A ftupid devotion of the. remoter qoun- 
jxy pepple towards the inhabitantui of 
JStockholin, esupofed them to be impofed 
oipon by the latter^ as much in their trade^ 
as in the imitation of their degenerated 
fuftopris. Piftind^ions <jf honours, and 
jiegree^ of raok) having, fince the reign 
pf Charles XI. been introduced into Swc^ 
4en ipore th^ni ever, in imitation of the 
faihigns pf fome other defpqtic dates: 
^ach person of higher rank, and chiefly 
ihofe whp Terved the king, by a warrant 
fubfcribed by his M^tfty himfelf, were 
pbjiged, pn every qccafion, to obfervc • 
.t)ieir degree of hpnour, in fo far, as to be 
.punifhable, in cafe any one pegleded his 
rank, or took a place below the degree of 
dignity calculated for his office. This 
created the pride of the higher clafles, 
find generated, in the ianie proportion, a 
Uaviih fub;?ii(Iic«i, ^^d- a bruttfh ftupidity 

of 
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of the commoii people ; fo t^t, in n ftit |u 
years, the relative opiniod, that thu ^ 
bwHsitiiiiie had of 6tk$ inothfiri and 
chiefly thofe of the io^tt Ibtt tol^aHk 
their fuperiors, Wai the Olfiie, that fpec^ 
tres ufe to effe^ upon the jininds of chit^ 
dren, when prefented to th&tii ft$ ihto^ i^ 
thingr dreadful or atnazitig^ Still, in thk || 
later times, and during the period, of the 
late Kberty, thi$ iuperftiticmj howevi^ 
much turned' into ridicnle, was^ never^ 
thelefs, ib far prevalent opbn th^e minds 
of the inhabitants of thofe provinces re^ 
moteft from Stxji^ljLholm, ^hat, when an of- 
£tC^ of the high^f ranks afppeared among 
them, the3^ looked upon him^ either as k 
deity^ or a demon fent to thenx from anr 
other planet. Had he any propofals tp 
make to t&eia, either by tiit king's or-^ 
dcrs, or on account of his office, they ei- 
ther received theni with the fame ftupidi^ 
tyv or oppofed theit^ vnxk uncommon 
fury i reafon being fllent in both the cafes. 

When 
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When a peopk, infpired with fuch fenti- 
cimentSjj approached the capital^ in order 
to trade with it& inhabitants, whofe Ian- 
guage the northern Swedes often ufed to 
be unacquainted with, it mo(^ commonlj 
happened, that a ngiere appearance only of 
Cbofe who were thought more poliihed, 
or higher by rank, was fufficient to caufc 
th^ fimplicity of the provincials fubmit to 
any terms whatever, and to expofe them 
ra numberlefs impofitions ; till, at lafl, 
either awakened by their lofTes, or unde- 
ceived by time, and a more frequent in* 
tercourfe, which the mutufti trade ferved 
to afford them, they, at the latter end of 
the former government, began to perceive 
their own fimplicity, and to afpire to a 
freedom more compatible; with the prin-- 
ciples of humanity, and true.politenefs;, 
which, however, fince the late revolution, 
(eems to evaniih ; and the principles of 
defpotifm, even in this refpedt, will re**- 
rmxxe their for iner fupeiionty, fo muck 

infeparable 
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infeparabic from the nature of utilithit^d 
power; particularly in Sweden, where 
neither the foil^ climate, nor the cuftomi; 
or religion of the inhabitants; are fuitabli 
to any kind of defpotic rules, cither by 
the conftitution, or, in faifl, without cx^ 
pofing the nation to that ftupid fimplb 
city, which is not, nor ever can be con-* 
fiftent with the purpofe or the intention |( 
of civil focieties. Each fociety, on ac* 
count of its refemblance to a man, ufc 
often to be reprefented as a moral perfbn : 
If, for inftance, a phyfical perfbn, I mead 
a fingle man, endowed with all his fenfcs, 
were deprived only of two of them, viz. 
of the fenfe of hearing, and of that of 
£ght ; fuch an one undoubtedly ihould 
be allowed to be the moft miferable of 
men ; the more fo, were he to fupport his 
life, and that of his family, himfelfj and 
none elfe. Ignorance and ftupidity, quite 
infeparable from the nature of a d^fpotie 
fociety, is^ in that moral perfon, -all the 
' * * I fame, 
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iame^ as to want both eyes and ears. ^ 
Defpots are continually under an indif- 
pcnfible neceffity of executing meafures, 
which, if known to their inferiors, fliould 
expofe the defpot, either to their derifion 
or refentment ; and, in flicHt, to the lofs 
of his uncontrollable power : but, to a- 
void this adventure, the defpot choofes to 
conceal his maxims ; and this bdng to- 
tally impoilible, but among inferiors im- 
merfed in the moft (lupid ignorance, hence 
it happens, that few fciences are cultivated 
or fuffered in defpotic dates 5 and that 
knowledge, which moft interefls human 
focieties, and tends to procure them hap- 
pinefs, in rendering the individuals of 
them eafy and fociable, rather than itupid 
and flavifh, is not only negle<5ied, but 
likewife banifhed as dangerous ; fince no- 
thing but fear, are the principles of a de- 
fpotic government. The moft northern 
inhabitants of Sweden, being, on account 
of the rudenefs of their climate, thotight 

left 
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lefs fit for knowledge, than the (buthcdi I 
nations^ a civil flavery, arifing from en-' I 
croachment either upon their mutual in*" 
tereft or honour, would eafily throw them 
into a (late capable to refemble a flock of 
brutes, rather than a fociety of ihen. 

I may obviate an objedlion from thdit 
who pretend that the Swedes are the mod 

« 

free people, on account of their liberty 
to fend reprefentatives to aiEd at eacE 
diet, in order to manage matters intereft^ 
ing to their private trade^ or elfe concerning 
the common welfare* This may, in finne 
refpedl, be affirmed ; however Sweden, like a 
patient who knows little or nothing about 
his own difeafes, is unable to find out re* 
medies applicable either for the removing 
of its diforders, or for the recovery of a 
better conftitution. The reprefentatives 
of Sweden are prepared to ignorance 
before they are convoked j and, when af* 
iembledy the fame ignorance is propagate 
edy and nothing told or ihewed thei;n, but 

what 
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what ferves either to captivate their minds^ 
or to forward the fchemes invented by 
thofe, whofe pretended induftry they of- 
ten are deceived by^ without even per- 
ceiving them to be the rulers of their fim- 
plicity* But, what is ftill mote oppref^ 
five^ the cdnftitution, which in one para- 
graph indulges the reprefentatives with a 
ihare in the government, recals, by fubtle 
exceptions in the other paragraphs, that 
' Very liberty ; and expofes the reprefenta- 
,tives to feat and danger, in cafe they would 
make ufe of theic right. 

Tlie fouthern provinces, as Po^jaetania, 
and particularly Schone, provide Stock- 
holm annually with plenty of corn ; which 
fome of the northern provinces ufe to pUr- 
chafe at Stockholm, and tranfport it by 
fea to the northern towns or country vil- 
lages* Norland and Lapland, being bar- 
ren countries, and every year wanting 
corn within themfelves, they are chiefly 
fupplied from the fouthern provinces, by 

S Stock- 
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Stockholm ; and,' in return, they bring to i 
Stockholm, wood,, tar, pitch, and ikinsof | 
deer and other t^eafts ; in exchange for 
which, they ufe to return the corn, befides 
aconfiderablequantity of wine, fugar, cof- 
fee, tea, and different kinds of fpiceries. 
As the Gothic provinces are known by a 
confiderable filhing trade they carry on widi 
their herring, which are caught in great 
quantities by the inhabitants of Schone, 
Halland, and Bahuflan, and partly fenta- 
broad in veflels from Gottenburgh, partly 
to the northern parts of Sweden; fo, the 
northern provinces, as Wafterbotten, 
Helfingeland, and a province fituated 
within Sweden by itfelf, called Roflogen, 
are all known by their cultivating a fifh- 
ery in the Bothric Bay ; where a great 
quantity of a kind of fmall herring are 
caught by them, called in the country 
language, Jlromming ; which they fell at 
Stockholm, and the northern parts of Swe- 
den, in order to fupply, by this trade, then: 

want 
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want of corn, arifihg from the barrennefs 
of their grounds. The trade of fifhing 
not being univerfally allowed to be pro- 
fefled by the inhabitants, but, oil the con- 
trary, beinjg refi'gned to certain people, and 
only to a certain number of xht inhabi- 
tants of the towns, fuch reftraints have 
prevented it from being carried fo far as 
to afford the nation any gain j befides 
that this fort of fifli is chofen by the in- 
^habitants of the northern countries, only 
through necellity, and for want of better ; 
and the more fouthern countries, being 
more largely provided for by nature, and 
by a fofter climate, they have too delicate 

a tafte for being pleafed, except in dafes 

• * 

of the utmoft neceflity, with thofe enter- 
tainments of .the northern inhabitants. 

Finland, fituated* on the frontiers of 
Ruflia, and being diftant from Sweden, 
no lefs by its own language, cui3iom$,'and 

» « ■ 

manners, than by its fituation^ it is no 
wonder that the lefs dare nas beent^en, 

82" either 
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either in polifhing the manners, or pro' 
moting the intereft of the inhabitants of 
this fertile and vaft country. The Swc- 
difli kings have, from the remoteft times^ 
been always accuflomed, as foon as they 
had mounted the throne, and been crown- 
ed, to take a journey all over the king- 
dom. This journey, in the old country 
language, is called rik/gato^ which figni- 
fies, to pafs the ftreet of the kingdom. 
By this paflage only,^ or when bloody warir 
have been carried on by the kings of Swe- 
den againfl Ruf&a, the Finniih nation have 
had the happinefs to fee their kings ; but,. 
as the fliort ftay of the monarch, by fuch 
, an opportunity, has allowed the inhabitant 
nothing more, than only to fee their kings, 
or follow them into bloody battles ; thefe 
occurrences have. ferved to no greater pur- 
pofes, than only to give occafion, either to 
Ibme void exclamations of joy, or lamenr 
, tatiotii; f <K>ocerning ravage and bloodlhiedl 

• - • • • • 

J^hJ^ real intereft and advantage of this 
. . 1 ! uation 
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nation has, at all times, and upon all oc-^ 
cafions, been negledled ; and the inhabit* 
tants themfelves left expofed to thofe vio-" 
lences and opprefEons of their fuperiors^ 
which ufe to be fo common in the re>^ 
moter provinces of corrupted ftate3, and 
cxtenfive dominions. 

In the month of June 1775, the pre- 
fent king of Sweden took his jouraey to 
the fouthem part of Finland, accompa-* 
siicd by two of his fenators, his excellen- 
cy Ulric Scheffer, the prime minifter^ 
chancelly prefident, and chancellor of the 
imiverfity of Finland or Abo ; and the fe- 
nator Liewen. During the king's re- 
fidence, for only eight days^ at Abo, 
there were a furprifing number of writ- 
ings delivered to him, containing com- 
plaints from all corners of that coun- 
tfy ; the common people having, fince 
the revolution, been opprelTed by the no- 
bles, and difturbed in managing their 
trade j the oeconomical laws had been ab- 

S3 ^ ufed, 
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iifed, and numberlefs pofleflbrs chafed 
from their grounds and properties, lawful-' 
ly acquired by them, and poffeffed by 
themfelves and their anceftors, for hun-^ 
dreds of yeari ; and cruelties were carried 
fo far, that fome of them had been im- 
prilbued, and publicly whipped with 
rods, merely for having endeavoured to 
recover their properties, by Gomplainta 
preferred in the ufual manner, at the 
court of juftice* Advocates and lawyers 
who had been employed -to plead the 
caufes of thofe wretched clients, having 
likewife beea committed to ppifon, they 
now fued for juftice from the king, no 
lefs for their own fake, than that of their 
clients ; but the king, fearing perhaps to 
lofe th|2 attachment of his favourites, a 
few unworthy noblemen who were the 
very oppreflbrs complained of, ^ in cafe he 
had done juftice to the complaining par- 
ties: not oply made no alteration in thefe 
fnatters, but, o^ the contrary, approved 



(. -: 
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pf the imprifonmjeat of the pleaders and 
writers^ np kis than of their clients.; 
and is faid to have exprelled. himfelf 
"to his favourites in a manner,, capable 
to flattjer their wickednefs, and at the 
fame time cover his own cruelty, when 
he told them, that however feldom he ag- 
gravates a punifhment, but will rather 
alleviate it, he neverthelefs would, in re-^ 
fpeft to thofe unfortunate commons, adt 
contrary to his inclination. To the reft of 
the clients, and numperlef§ others who had 
brought their complaints before the king, 
jullice was promifed. Accordingly, pro* 
digious numbers pf th? inhabitants 'of 
Finland . went oyer next year to Stockr 
holm, in order to receive the adls of th? 
king, or the promifed , juftice, fince they 
had waited ill their hqufes tjie whqle year, 
without receiviqg the fulfilment of this 
promife; but their approaching Stock- 
holm ferved only to increafe their lofTes, 
hy charging them with cpnfiderable e:^* - 

S 4. pences, 
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pences, and lofs of time, which othcrwife 
they would have employed in providing 
for their houfes and families. As for 
their caufes, it was anfwered to the moft 
part of them, ^:hat no change could be 
obtained in what had been done in the 
provinces; and others were remitted to I 
the lower country trials, which was al- 
moft the fame as to lofe his caufe for 
ever; or at leaft to be obliged to purcbafe 
juftice ftill dearer than was the weight 
of the injury and violence which they 
had fuftained. In this fituation of 
the Finnifh affairs, it has not been at- 
tempted to forward the trade, but, on 
the contrary, to ruin the arts, to deftroy 
all commerce for ever, and to bring the 
inhabitants to the utmoft diftrefsi 

Swediflx Finland, which runs from 
fouth to north, or from Helfingfors to 
Tornea, about 660 Engliflx miles in 
length, and in breadth is extended from 
the bay of Bothnia to the Ruffian fron- 

' * tiers 
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tiers about 180 Englifh miles, is very 
thinly inhabited; fo that fcarcely a mil- 
Hon and a half of people are reckoned ia 
this extenfive couiatry. The foil is very 
fertile, except fome places in Carely, 
which is fituated at the north- eaftern part 
of Sweden, on the Ruffian boundaries ; 
the half of it belongs to Ruffia, conform-^ 
ably to the treaty of peace concluded at 
Abo in the year 1721. The fouthera 
part of Finland, as Tavafland and Savo- 
lax, is produftive of abundance of corn^ 
rye, barley, oats^ wheat, beans, hempj 
and flax ; fo that Stockholm, and almoft 
the whole kingdom, is annually provid-^ 
cd with one or other of thefe neceffaries 
from Sweden j befides cattle, ricfluals, and 
provifion of all kinds, which/ this coun- 
try produces, and fupplies the wants of 
the towns, or other Swedifh provinces. 
Tar and pitch are chiefly Finnifh com- 
piodities, and are made by them in great 
^ftiandties. The indefatigable indufbry, 

and 
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and almofl incredible endurance of hard* 
{hips and labours, make thefe people a-^ 
bound with every thing which their foil 
or their labours can produce ; and the in- 
habitants^, in general, being themfelves 
contented with very little, and accuflom- 
ed to parfimony, and a greater fimplicity 
of living, than the other inhabitants of 
Sweden, or perhaps any where elfe : ther? 
is much lefs confumed within themfelves, 
than procured, by their hafd living, to 
fupply the wants of their fellow-citizeps 
in the other Swediih provinces. Their 
morals comprehend the utmoft zeal for 
virtue and honefty ; and nothing is more 
contrary to their fentiments, th^n to a(fl 
againft the beft conviftion they have, or 
can be poflefled of j from vrhcnce it hap- 
pens, that they abhor nothing more than 
thofe wlio pra6li(e the oppofite fentiments. 
On which account, the Swedes, who are 
more vain, idle, and inconflant, have, 
always ufed to reproach the Finniih peo- 
ple 
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pie for an invincible obftinacyj which, 
however, this people is not guilty of, ex- 
cept when, by principles of honefty, and 
motives of virtue, they are to defend what 
is, or at lead what by them is thought 
to be true and juft. 

Never was a people found more loyal 
to their country, or more faithful to their 
kings ; fo that there mf^ht have been dii^ 
covered in the condudl of their kings, the 
faioft fhocking deviation from the princi- 
ples of virtue and honefty, for being able 
to alienate the hearts of this people fron» 
their ufual attachment to their lawful fu- 
periorsl When the king Guftavus Adol- 
phus was engaged in the German wars, 
and the Swedifh troops feemed to him to 
withdraw, by fomc attack of the enemy, 
he ufed to threaten his Swedifh fbldiers. 
That, if they would not keep the field 
of battle, he would turn the Finnifh fol- 
diers againft them, whom, by experi- 
ence in feveral engagements, they had 

learned 



a84 ^ History of the 

learned to dread more than their enemiet^ 
in cafe the king had found himfelf under 
the neceflity to make all poflible uie of the 
faithfulnefs of this people. Whatfoeva 
might be their Sentiments, they, howevefi 
complain loudly about the prefent ftate 
of the Swedifh gorernment ; which, in- 
deed, they have done, not without the 
greateft reafon ; ^cpever, by motives far 
from betraying difioyalty towards juft and 
lawful Superiors, but merely expreffing 
their horror and wearinefs, by uncontrol** 
able violences and cruelties, exerted by 
fbme few favourites of the court, in a 
degree, which cannot but exhaufl: their 
ufual patience, ^nd efface their modeftyi^ 
in proportion as their unhappinefs is 
grown intolerable, fince their fufferings are 
quite infupportable. 

There being fcarcely any town in the 
internal part of Finland, excepting thofc 
maritime ones which are fituated on the 
Fioniih coafts : the inhabitants of the up- 
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T country fuffer great hardfhips, by carry- 
g their country produdlions to the market 
•wns. The fartheft country places being no 
(s than 1 80 miles diflant from the neareft 
iwn, and it being their cuftom to ufe 
oily one horfe for each Hedge : ibme* 
mes eight weeks^ at lead, are required 
)r performing this journey, by which 
1 excellive cold is to be endured, and 
low, of two yards and an half deep^ 
mil be pafTed through. The latter in* 
on^eniences have been much leflened, 
nee fnow ploughs were invented; of 
rhich, however, the inhabitants of the 
pper provinces, as Tavaftland, Savotax^ 
nd Carely, feldom make any ufe, it be- 
ig contrary to their old cuftoms, and lefs 
radlicable by them than in the fouthera 
Tovinces, where the fnowis iwt fb deep. 
lU that a poor country peafant, or farmer,. 
» able to carry to the town, by his (a 
^oublefeme, journey, is but three tpixs of 
CMTBy fome pounds of butter^ tallow, fiac 

and 
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arid hemp. A quantity of hay for the 
provifion of his horfe, during fotiie weeks 
journey, takes up the moft fpace, and 
makes the greateft appeafance on his 
fledge, which ufe to be a yard and a 
quarter broad, and almofl £rk yards iri 
lehgth. After having fold his commodities 
at the town, he feldom can retuni more 
money than is wanted for paying the 
common taxes for that year j if he can 
bring his wife a rtew bonnet or handker* 
chief, he then certainly thinks he hath 
made a happy journey. There fhould be 
nothing more wanted, in order to remove 
the diftrefs of this people, and to obtain 
a perfecfl advantage of this fertile coun- 
try, but only fome few towns, or publick 
roads, and inns, to be ereded in.thefe 
.deferts; but*a government, always bufy in 
bribing otfly for power and dominion, 
moft commonly ufe as much to be igno- 
^rant how to govern a people well, as they 
:mbi3; eafily are difpoftd to forget, that the 
•I wl€» 
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rulers are for the fake of the people* but 
lot the people for the fake of the rulers. 

Carely is all oyer mountainous, and 
filled with hills, or lakes and marfhes, 
(vhich caufe the ground to be lefs fit for 
rillage than it is in the other Finnifh pro- 
i^inces j on account of which, the inhabi- 
tants of this province, the clergy except- 
ed, have been, from time immemorial, 
dlowed to traffic, not only within Sweden, 
but alfo with the Ruffians, whofe market- 
places they frequently ufe to vifit, in the 
winter-time with fledges, and in the fum- 
mer feafon with boats, of which they 
[nake ufe in paffing the lakes or navigable 
rivers, flowing from Ruffia, and difcharg- 
ing themfelres in the lakes of Finland. *\ 

All kinds of furs, of which there are 
plenty in Finland, ufe to be tranfported by 
:hem to the Ruffian towns, of which the • 
Ruffians are very fond, and receive them 
ather than the Swedifli bank-notes. In 
ixchange, the Swedifli Carelians import 

from 
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from Ruffia, befides com and dour for 
their own life, hemp, flax, tallow, and 
thread, which they carry down to the 
Swediih market* towns, in order to gain 
by it. The Ruflian iuSl-Jkins^ tobacco,* 
cloth, or filk (tufls, being contraband to be 
entered at Sweden, as the Ruf&an thread 
and butter ufe to be the fame for ex- 
portation from Ruf&a : the Swedifh, as 
well as the Ruflian traders, by the prac- 
tice of fmuggling, carried on on both fides, 
ufe frequently to be attacked ; and always 
the lofs, confidered in general, much fur- 
pafFes their gaio by this trade* The govern- 
ment of Sweden being unacquainted with 
the private manners and cufloms of this 
people, and the means of their trade and 
fubfiflence : the inconveniencies refulting 
from it, either to private families, or to 
the nation in common, have never been 
minded, probably more through ignorance 

than negled. 

The 
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The upper provinces oi ftnlahd abbtrnd 
vsrith woods and vaft forefts ; but ther6 be- 
ing no public roads, aiid Very few naviga- 
ble rivers, the inhabitants are not capabld 
of carrying theiti to fche niarket- towns, 
which are very diftant from thefe country 
places ; thefe vaft forefts, therefore, re- 
main quite ufelefs to Sweden, which could 
eafily- be employed to make up the Hchc§ 

. of the poor inhabitants, and the wealth 
or ornament of the whole natiori, were 
the government fided by thofe men of a-* 
bilities, whom they fo eagerly opprfefs and 
perfecute. 

Some few faw-mills afe to be feen iii 
thefe places, but merely for private! 
life, which is very fm^ll; as, for fome 
few gentlemens houfes, -Which moft com-^ 
morily are covered with deals. The!' 
diftance being too gwat, and tile incon- 

• yenieiicies far above that, as to be fur-* 

* 

mounted by the utmoft hatdftiips Which 
(his people elfe are accuftomed to endure s 

T fuch 
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fuch deals cannot be brouglit to the mar- 
ket towns* 

The houfes of the peafants, or their dwell- 
ing-rooms, called in the country language' 
poerten^ are built with timber, in the old 
Gothic manner, and without the leaft 
embellifhment^, either in the iniide or on 
the outfide. Only one room is,^ in the 
winter time, the common, habitation of 
the whole ifamily ; and fometimes two, 
three, and four families may live in the 
fame room. The richer peafants have 
commonly two rooms ; but feldon» o£ ne- 
ver inhabit them both at once. The rea- 
fon of their being provided w;ith two fe- 
parate . dwelling-rooms, ,is a particular 
trouble caufed by fome infedis, called 
beetles and locufts, or, in the Finnifli laa^ 
guage, torakat skndjirkat ; which are found 
in vaft quantities in all the upper countries, 
of Finland, except within the diftajace of • 
thirty Englifli miles from the fait fea. 

Thefc 
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Tliefe infedls arc rather bigger than 
the common fcarabeus and locuft. As 
foon as the fire or light is extinguiihed^ . 
the room all over is filled with the beetles, 
and the iocufls begin to fing and make it 
ftoife more than in the day-time, or when 
the room is lighted. The ears of the 
people, in which the locufts like to creeps 
and very clofely attach to the bottom, 
are as much expofed. to the locufts, as 
the whole body is the fame to the beetles, 
by which the people are attacked as foon 
as it is dark j but by light thefe infedls 
retire themfelves behind or under thofe 
large furnaces, jvhich ferv6 in thefe coun-^ 
tries inftead of chimneys. In order to a* 
Void thefe, and feveral other inconvenien-* 
cies, caufcd by the infers, the people 
remove each month, or every two weeks, 
from the one dwelling-room to the other j 
and one of thefe rooms being, in the mean- 
while, expofed to theViolence of that cold 
climate, which reigns in thofe places : 

T 2 fuch 
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fuch are the only means by which the ick 
habitants preferve themfeWes againft thefe 
vermin. Not to noention difeafcs and de* 
population of the country, refulting from 
this ugly manner of living, where one 
fmall room is continually crowded, and 
often inhabited by no lefs than fixteen, 
twenty, or more perfons ; it alfp may 
i>ot be uncommon, if fometimes, in 
this ftate of living, cafes might hap- 
pen, which fhould be attended to even by 
thofe rulers, who feem themfelves to be 
ignorant of virtue and humanity. 

The vaft diftaiKe from the town, and 
the wanted eftablifhments for procuring 
the people an eafier life, which is in ge- 
neral the caufe of their poverty, is the rea- 
fon that they live in almoft the fame iim- 
plicity as has been difcovered by people 
who have been found in the natural ftate 
of human life. Commodities of a fmall 
valuCy brought by Ithem to the market- 
towns^ do not allow them to return any 

ornaments 



\ 

\ 
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1 -OTnaments for their houfes or families^ 
wherefore, ieidom any glaffes are ufcd in 
cheir windows, nor cart they have chim- 
neys conftruifted of bricks, or embellifhed 
with iron-works ; inftead of which, they 
have fmall holes, of a quadrangular figure^ 
cut in the walls of their <lwelling-rooms, 

' which iervc them for windows ; and 
are {hut when it is dark, and opened 
" for the day-light, by fome wooden fhut- 
%Qvs made for that purpofe. When wood 
is burning in the furnaces, in order to 
heat the rcwm, which ufually is done by 
the women once every day, early in the 
morning ; the doors and the windows of 
the room are opened for carrying out the 
fmoke, there being no other way for it, 
excepting a fmall hole in the roof of the 
houfe, made for this purpofe, and which, 
during the fmoke, is opened. Inftead of 
candles, thin wooden fticks, well dried, 
are burned by them, fixed in the middle, 
jor in njore places of the fame room. And 

T 3 there, 
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there being altnoft a continvial night or 
twilight all the winter, or for about fcvcn 
months, that fire is not extinguifhcd, but 
for the fpace of two or three hours about 
noon. Thefe burning flicks, which are 
prepared of fat fir, expofes them to a 
continual finoke ; and hence it is, that 
the face, the neck, and the hands of thefe 
people, are not fo white as thofc of the 
inhabitants of the lower countries, who 
can burn candles, or furnifti their houfes 
with greater conveniencies. 

Sweden is reckoned among the oldeft 
kingdoms on the earth ; their firft kings 
being derived, by fome hiftorians, from 
Magog, the grandfon of Noah, There 
is an amazing feries of kirigs reckoned by 
thofe hiftorians, who, even in the later 
times, have compiled the Swedifti annals, 
I have read many Swedifti poems, and en- 
tertaining genealogies of their kings, and 
have found in thefe writings as great 
pnifes diftributed to their kings, as in* a- 

^7 
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iiy works of other nations : but I no* 
verthelefs can complain of nothing more 
than of my own ignorance, for I cannot 
know what good thoft fo celebrated kings 
have done, there being fo much good 
wanted in my native country. Only one 
man of integrity, placed but for a few years 
in public bufint&fs, fliould blufli, were he 
not capable of removing thofe mai:ks of 
common mifery in Finland j but the Swe- 
difli court, on the contrary, hath often 
thought it juft and honourable, to raifc 
its fplendor and luflre upon the mifery of 
this moft wretched people. 

The want of an eafier connedlion with 
the trading towns, fituated on the Finnifh 
or Bothnick fea-coafts, is even the origin 
of feveral cuftoms refpedling the trade of 
thefe upper countries. As , foon as the 
lakes and marfhes in the autumn are fro- 
zen, and allow of a paflage over the ice, 
the country villages difpatch their de- 
puties' to the fea-towns, in order to en- 

T 4 quire 
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quire the price of thofe produdls . whiclr 
they inten4, at tjie approaching winter, tp 
fend down. They at the fapae time bprr 
row money from the merchants ; whon^ 
they after>yards pay witl^ the wares cart 
ried down. Almoft eacl) coiintry peafant 
ufes tp have his certain n^erchant ^|ipm 
he trades with ; ^nd foiipetimes the price 
of the merchandife is not fixed before 
the following year j for the iperchanis, 
who trajifport ^hcfe country prpdufStion? 
tp Stockhplm, being uncertain thenar 
felves what may be their ga}n at that 
place : they often (delay the payment, 
till they return f^ropa Stockholm, and 
thefi agree \7ich the cpuntry peaf^nts a- 
bout the price aqd payment of the ware§ 
received from theni the preceding TyiuT 

. The knowledge of writing, or reading 
>yptings, thefe country peaf^nts are quite 
^in^cguaintpd with ; infield pf which, 
fe !^? 9H ^o^^^s,. they make ufe of 



ZjiU Revolution in Sweden. 297 

(licks, on which they accompt, or carve 
^heir roerngranduips, with knives. Nor 
have Schools ever been eredled, for that 
p.urppfe, in any pf the villages of Finland ; 
fo that thofe who can have their children 
educatecj in the towns, or find them^ 
felves in a fituation for aflfording them 
a' private education in their own hou- 
fes, are the only families who can get 
their children better bred than is ufu- 
al in thefe plfices. This is not the 
cafe with the comipon people, but only 
with the nobility, and the moft part 
pf the clergy ; who either fend their 
fons to the public fchqols, eftabliOied in 
the towns, ^nd fppported by the (late; 
or, in other cafes, private tutors are 
kept by each faixiily, Thofe eommonly 
employed as private tutors, are flu- 
dents of divinity, demanded from the 
univerfity of Abo ; the mpft part of 
whom, if they hav^ not frequented the^ 
jgol|ege of Upfala, often want education 
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themfeives. Thus are alfo bred even the 
nobility, or the people of the firft rank, 
who fhall (erve the court, rule the people, 
and influence more than the whole of 
their own nation. Some of the nobility 
ufe to fend their fons to Paris, fitt I' 
receiving a better education ; but a \^ 
youth who hath learned little or nothing ^1 
at home, what will he, whea committed 
to his own condudl, learo abroad, bat 
vices and foolifhnefs ? The youth being 
difpofed for eafe and pleafure, more 
than for ferious bufiinefs : a young no- 
bleman fent from thofe remote forefb 
of Finland, to the inchanting playhoufes 
at Paris, knew, at his return,, only the 
vices and exterior fafhions of Frsmce, but 
was ignorant of their virtue or accomplilh- 
ments, in fo far as they could be appli* 
cable to their native country ; whichi 
added to the domeflic corruption, were 
thought the very means of poHfhiog 
the inhabitants, of rendering their cli- 

m»t8 
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mate foft, ^and their living eafy or hap- 

py- 

The manner of clothing themfelves be- 
;ing^ amongft the common people^ as fim^ 
pie as is their diet and other living, fcarce-^ 
ly any cloths or fluffs are by them re-? 
turned from the market-tovens, in ex- 
change for thofe wares which they have 
brought down ; inflead of which, clothes 
of fkin are wore in the winter feafon, and 
coarfe cloth, or (luff, wrought at their 
own houfes, by their own women, is ufecl 
by them, when the climate is fofter, or 
even in hard labour. The common peo- 
ple wear clothes of fheep-fkins, made in 
the falhion of great coats^ the woolly 
fide being always turned towards the 
body ; which, when it fnows, or the 
fnow is wet^ they cover with ano- 
ther coat made of coarfe cloth. Their 
hands are, ia the fame manner, covered 
with big gloves, made of dogs, bears^ 
fpxeSy wolves, or reindeers ikins, fome- 

■ ^ times 
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times of flieep-fldns, the hairy or woolly 
fides mod commonly txirncd outwards; 
and next to the hands are ufed fmaller 
gloves, made of wool, which are covered 
by the former. Th« head is prcfcrved by 
large bonnets, made of the before^men- 
tioned Ikins ; th^ hairy fides turned in- 
wards, and the outfide covejred over with 
fome cloth or fluff. On the feet are tooft 
commonly, in the winter-time, wore two 
6v three pairs of thick woolen flockihgs. 
Their fhoes referable half- boots, and are 
tied or wrapt round the legs, with broad 
bands, weaved of wool, or cut of fkin, 

« 

and they are well fmeared and prepared, fo 
as not to freeze in the flrongeft cold. 
Gentlemen wear great coats of finer 
cloths or flufik, lined with th-^ ikins above- 
mentioned ; which, mofl commonly, are 
made or bought in the towns. In as far 
as the people live in their ufual fimplicity, 
without any other grievance than what is 
ca^fed by the rudenefs of the climate, 

a»4 
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nd their hard labours : they, hawever, 
bink themfelves happy, and wanting not- 
hing, fince perhaps they know no better, 
md nature is fatisfied with little. But as 
bon as any political eftablifhments a- 
nongft them take place, or even are want- 
d, they, in both cafes, : tend only to bur- 
len them with taxes, or to difturb their 
)retended happinefs, and to increafe their 
tardfhips ; fince opprcfSon or negledl are 
he only advantages they reap, from the 
:eal of the rulers, tending merely to intro- 
luce their private conveniences, contrary 
o the climate, or to the immutable cuf- 
bms of the inhabitants. 

They know little or no delicacy at all 
in their diet. Soon in the evening they 
go to bed, and rife early in the morning. 
Having no watches for meafuring the time, 
chey fupply this want, by having, in each 
houfe, one or more cocks, who, by their 
crowing early in the morning, ufe to raifc 
th?m. If there is to be no change in the 

weather, 
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weather, or the cock is not taken by any 
illnefs, he every mor^ng utters his firft 
crowing about two o'clock ; and then all 
the working people rife ; but if it is ho 
Working day, or the times for labour ait 
not very preffingj they keep their beds 
till four or five o'clock; or, in their 
Words, till three, four, or more tim es of 
the cock's crowing. Some agronomical 
knowledge remains among this people^ 
which they have retained from time 
immemorial, and by words or common 
cuflom propagated amongft thcimielves, 
of which they fnake ufe in meafuring the 
time* They know the urfa major and 
minor, and feveral other ftars, of which, 
in the night-time, they take notice ; ^nd 
from hence make their calculations al)out 
the advancement of the time. 

Their breakfaft, in the winter time, 
confifts of boiled turnips, and broth made 
of water and flour. Thofe amongft them 
who can pour fome milk in their broth, 

are 
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are called rich. Their dinner is almoft 
the fame^ befides fome, beef or iifli, 
which, by turns, are feen at their tables. 
Their fupper commonly confifts of hafty-^ 
pudding. In the fummer time they 
could have plenty of food of milk, were 
they not under the neceffity of convert- 
ing all the milk into butter and cheefe^ 
ijprhich they bring down to the towns, in 
order to obtain money for paying the 
taxes ; beQdes that the clergy^ and ibme 
other officers are paid by them, not only 
with corn and money, but alio, with a 
certain quanttity of butter and cheefe, 
and other country produif^ions ; of all 
w)iich, a third is to be paid to the clergy, 
and a^ much to the crown, befides a 
number of other taxes. Though thef 
want nothing of thoie advs(nts(ges which 
a fertile foil, or their own induftry and 
labour can produce; they neverthelefs 
iland in need of almoft every thing, and 
find themfelves cruelly oppreired,s as long 

as 
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as no meaftircs have been taken by thd 
rulers, in order to allow them the enjoy-' 
ment of thofc advantages that nature it* 
felf hath provided them with; but, on 
the contrary, juftice has been refufed, 
open violences exercifed, and taxes as en- 
ormous extorted from them, as from 
the fouthern fubjcdls, i^ho inhabit a 
fofter climate, arid are provided no Icfs 
by the police of the country^ than by 
nature, with prerogatives more agreeing 
with humanity. 

The country all over being thinly inha- 
bited, the mod part of thofe who live in 
the internal part of it, are very diftant 
from their churches; fo that, in the win- 
ter time, when there is much friow, and 
they are troubled with the badnefs of the 
weather, and of the roads, .a journey of 
no lefs than four, or fometiines five diays, 
is required, before they can reach thif 
neareft church. Some of the remoteft fa- 
piilies may, in fome places, have a dif- 

X tance 
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ance qf 90 or 1 20 Eiiglilh mile? ; 4s, for 
ijftaricc, in the two extenfive parifhesi 
:alle4 Paldamo apd Qotcamdi wher^ flie 
Jergy ufe ccwitiiiUaliy to travel round 
he parifties, and vifit the families ; but 
t, however, often happens in thefe places^ 
hat children die without ordinary bap- 
ifrn, and old people without having an 
>pportttdity bf receiving the facrament : 
mrialsand marriages, in fo far as the ce- 
emonies of thexri ufe to be performed by 
he clergymen^ are often adhibited top 
ate. 

Thpfe who inhabit the lower country^ 
Lnd have the towns at a fliortcr diflancei 
lave more frequent commerce with the 

nerchants, and provide the towns with 

1 .... ^ 

3lent^ of country produ<Slibns, By mak- 
ng ufe of their vaft forefts, tar is extradl- 
jd by them in great quantities j of which j 
ifter having been brought down to the 
narket-towni, the merchants boil the 
)itch ; which by them is tranfported, ei-, 

U ther 
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thcr abroad, or only to Stockholm. The 
tillage of the ground is" more common 
here than in the lipper countries j not 
fo much for any greater fertility of the 
ground, as much more on account of the 
facility of tranfporting the corh and other 
wares to the markets, Thofe of the com- 
mon people who live on the fea-coafts, 
and keep vefTels themfelves, for the tranf- 
portation of their producfls to Stockholm, 
are poflefled of more wealth, and keep a 
■more fplendid houfe ; but their refources 
being emptied by fuch extravagancy^ they 
poflefs nothing preferably to the upper in- 
habitants, but only a borrowed fplcndor, 
which is fupported by thofe vaft exports, 
which they, every fummer, make of their 
produdls to Stockholm. 

The arts are quite unknown in the 

country villages : fcarcely is there a tay- 

lor, fhoemaker, or fmith to be found ; for 

'moft part of the common;people procure 

their 
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their own necdOTaries, each family for 
themfdves. : In fome of the towns, as, for* 
-inftance, Abo, only the moft common arts 
: are cultivated ; and thofe of more refine- 
ment are profefTcd no where elfe than at 
Stockholm: however, at prefent^ they are, 
even at that place, ad much in decay, ats 
. they have formerly been flouri{hing. 

The towns, in relation to their trade, 
fituation^ or privileges, are divided into 
: three clalTes, ^iz. inland towns, maritime 
towns j and marts for trade. Of the firft 
kind^ there are but two in Firiland j one 
at the north, end, called Cajahdborg^ and 
the other Tavajiehus^ fituated towards thd 
fouthern end of Finland ; both of which 
are diftant from the fea about ninety Eng** 
lifh miles ; and have a very fmall traide, 
excepting Uy the annual market^ which, 
in the winter time, during tWo or threcf 
.days, is ufually held in theft towns ; on 
which occafion, they are vifited by fom£ 
merchants from the maritime towns^ ot 
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by the furraunding country men, and by 
fome Rufliah peafants or merchants. The 
inaritime towns, being what their com- 
mon names point out, they at prefent ace 
almoft altogether marts ; fince they late- 
ly obtained liberty to trade abroad.. One 
fmall and inconiiderable town, hard by 
Abo, and called Nadendal, is not of this 
number ; and ufe to trade only within 
the kingdom, as with Stockholm, Abo, 
or any other place ; which kind of tradi 
is the principal one^ even of all the reft of 
the Finnifh tolvns, / though they ar^e eo- 
dowed with the privileges of trading a- 
broad< Thefe maritime towns, being fi- 
tuated along the Finnifh coaft from fouth 
to north, or from Hdfingfors to Tornea^ 
^re founded in places very diftant from 
one another j fo that there is a ipace of 
cfixty or ninety Engfifh miles betwixt the 
moft part of them. Notwithftanding this 
diftaace, which, one fhould think, would, 
contribute to extend the trade of each 

^ town 
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town in particular, on account of their 

.r 

being fituatcd at too great H diilance for 
being able to prejudice or to charge one 
another; which feemingly^ might happen 
were they clofer ; but their trade, never- 
thelefs, is very fmall and languifhing, 
with regard to thofe great advantages 
they could have for improving it. 

Were the country which furrounds the 
town well inhabited, ten millions of inha- 
bitants could fubfift in Swedifh Finland, 
infVead of only one, which it contains. 
But this is not the only proof of inat- 
tentive and unworthy rulers. The townis 
too, have never been advantageoufly con- 
nedled with the upper country, by thoft 
rivers, which, from all parts of that country 
flow down to the town, and which could 
very eafily be ipade navigable, were the 
rulers as much pleafed in providing their 
fubje<fls with conveniencies, as they are 
ready to injure them, and to reap advan- 
f^^es even of their ruin, in expofing thern^ 

V 3 alter-^ 
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alternately to internal oppreffipns, or to 
lexternal wars. Were feme expences laid 
out in each fummer feafon, thefe fivers 
might, in a few years, be made navigable j 
and it could never require any greater 
fums than what are annually fpent by the 
king, in keeping at Stockholm continually 
an expenfiye horfe-guard ; which is as 
needlefs and hurtful to the country, as it 
never was the cuftom qf goodSwedifh kings 
(during the time of peace. Never had the 
3wedifti kings fo great revenues, nor were 
they encompaffed by fo many favourites, 
^s the prefent king is ; but they, however, 
were richer ; for they remembered, that 
they were below the people, as men, and 
above thenq, only as the promoters of the 
li^ppiuefs, and defender? of the rights ^of 
their people. Thofe vpry kings were, pert 
Jiap?, better fecured ; for they knew the 
value of dqing juflicp to the people, and 
pf choofing their firft officers from among 
ftpWp^^^R of true p^cr^t ^nd integrity. ; 

No 



Z*j/^ Revolution an Sweden. 311 

r No nian, hath he the leaft fehfe of vir- 
tue and honpjir, would attack a good 
king; but rathet, had he more thaja one 
life, he certainly wolild give it to his de- 
fence; as,, on the contrary, men of inte- 
grity difcover nothing with greater hor- 
ror, than a throne engrofled by vices and 
injuftice ; which, as it is the greateft evil 
in human focieties^ fince it renders no 
lefs than whole nations unhappy, it can- 
not but excite the greateft forrqw and 
averfion of good men» This^ wicked 
kings know too weU ; and hence it is, 
, that they fear the good, and like to be 
fided only by the wick?d ; whom, howe- 
ver, they fear no left th9.a thofe ofj better 
ientiments among their fubjeifts ; a tyrant 
neverthelefs imagines himfelf fafe, whei\ 
guarded by his fword, or wh^n continu- 
ally he can keep^ the knife at the throat of 
thofe whom he dreads^ Such, hiftory 
proves abundantly to have always been 
the weapons of injuftice and violence,^ 

U .-^ particu- 
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particularly at courts where money hath 
been wanted ; and where irqn muft hive 
fupplied what could not have been effect-? 
p<5l by filver or gold. Which inflxu- 
itients, on the contrary, ufe to 'ht alitK)ft 
unknown at a cqurt whefe the prince 
hath been taught to g^in the heittsof 
his fubjeds by unblameable royal virr 
tues; and where the throne is guarded 
merely by the praftice of juftice and hu- 
manity. 

Guftavus I. pf Vafa^ the Swedifh favi- 
pur, fayed his people from foreign and 
domeftic yoke ; from an ppprefEve iijflu- 
ence of the pope, and from Danifh ty- 
ranny ; h? delivered his fubjefts from the 
imlimited infolenpe exerted upon them by 
their qwn nobility : and from ah infati- 
able clergy, whpfe pride and covetpufiiefs 
Jcnew no bounds, and v^hofe moft abo- 
piinable vices were rootied in the doc- 
trines, fandified by fuperftitious zeal, 
and adapted to the politics of that barba- 

rous 
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tovii ccfltilryj devoted to d^rktiefs itid 
^very. Guftayui AdblphtiS d^feiiddd 
the faith !»i)road^ aiid proteded juflice 
ind liberty at home ; and both of thefe 
great kings agreed in undertaking and 
prof^cuting nothings either abroad^ or 
at hot^e, but what they found juft and 
laudable; abd, far Ironi perfecuting mil'? 
lions whom they knew innocent, they 
often regard^ a iingle individual of good 
fenfe and integrity, as dea^ as their own 
Kves. Stich is the feife where virtue or 
true honour is the principle of the go- 
yernment ; which id the contrary, as foon 
as pride and crimes are oiice become the 
principles of it. 

As want of connexion bettvixt the towns 
and the upper country, by the rivers, 
deprive the traders of all advantages ; fome 
ftill greater inconveiiieilces are caufed by 
land, on account of the isonimon want of 
public roads, or eftabliihmehts of public 
carriages or waggons, fo ccAnraon in all 

other 
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Other countries over the worl4 ; and want- 
ed no where elfe than in Sweden, and 
particularly in Finland. The pdafants 
and merchants, as well as the reft of the 
commons of Sweden, being, . during the 
preceding governnoent, as miferable flaves 
under, the fenate and king, sts. they are at 
prefent under the king and fenate, or 
fome others whom the king chufes to 
protedl as his favourites > the commons, 
and particularly the merchants, have lefs 
influence at prefent,^ than they ever had be- 
fore, for improving their advantages, or ex- 
tending any of their interefting views. 
They are negleded by the court, and, 
by prepared fchemes, induflrioufly op- 
pofed by thofe who have an uninterrupt- 
ed opportunity of gaining the court's fa- 
vour, and protedlion, either by their own 
perfidy, or by the ufual profligacy of a 
court by them corrupted. The ftudy of 
politics is not how to promote the. happi- 
aefs of the cojninons, irpaginingfuch to 

be 
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be contrary to their own intereft ; they 
meditate merely how to raife their pri- 
vate wealth and fpiendor on the ruin of 
the whole ; and hence it is, that even ill' 
it&'moft flourilhing ftate, the rcalluftre 
of that kingdom was but a fplendid pover- 
ty. If we may ufe an obfolete parable, of 
which, however, the pradlice is wor» out 
more thai) the ftyle : A wife man, had he 
a fheep, he certainly would feed it, and 
ufe the wool for life, rather than take 
both the wool and the fkin for a few mo- 
mentsj but wife men have for many 
years not been lufFered at Sweden. And 
the gteateft part of thofe who are placed in 
the higher offices, feem indeed as if they 
were affedled with fome kind of wildaeCs j 
for they are cither fhy to the people be- 
low them J or, if allowed to be approach- 
ed, they refemble as if they would make 
a bad ufe of their teeth. 

The Bothnick and Finnifh bays, are 
(hofe waters which the veflels of Finland 
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uAially cruife upon. Part of thst fca» call* 
ed^ by its fitnation at the province Aland, 
the Sea of Aland, is pafTed through be- 
fore they reach the iflands ; which^ fron) 
the Baltic, open the pafTage to Stockholmi 
and are a ftrong fortification of that city, 
from the waterfide, on account of the 
length and narrownefs of this paflage, 
running betwii^t iflands and high moun- 
tains, id a flretch of about feventy-twQ 
Englifh miles from the eaft vci^ north- eaft 
iides of Stockholm. 

The Bothnicl^ Bay, which is the moil 
northern of the 3wedilh waters, and is 
iituated between Norland and the north'^ 
em part of Finland, is iq length 6bo Eng-^ 
lifh miles. In the middle of it is a long 
ifland, called Ulfoe ; where the paflage 
grows quite narrow on both fides of this 
ifland, and makes the navigable water no 
broader than fix or feven EngUfli miles, 
It is in this place, where, in the iu- 
tuiiin, fo many Finniflx v^fft^ls are wrecks 
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ed. It is not aborc fifteen years fince the 
firfl:, and only light-honfe, was eredled at 
the fouthern end of it; the northern and 
middle places of that ifland, which is a«- 
bove fixty Englifh miles in length, are 
laid ilill to want theie eftabliihments. 
Though the wants of Sweden are too 
numerous for being deicribed in a vo- 
lume fuch as this ; thefc few, however, 
which have been here fliown, prove evi*- 
-dently, that all the revolutions of that 
kingdom, excepting that by Guftavus I. 
of Vafa^ have never been intended for 
the happinefs of the ftate, or the welfare 
of the people j but have ferved merely to 
fatisfjf the pride and, the rapacity, either of 
the court, or of a fmall number of nobles, 
by enflaving and ruining the reft of the 
nobles as well as commons. And the late 
revolution, inftead of faving the wretched, 
people from idbc infolence of an oppreffive 
and cruel ariftocracy, exerted moft com* 
monly by fome few nobl^emen : the Tcry 

ariftocracy 



3i8 . An\ HiiroKY 0f tht 

ariftocracy was^ by the new conftitutibir^ i 
rendered irrefiftible, being vetted in a dcf- I 
potic king, and uncontrollable co^irtiers ; 
and .nothing but a mere name, and die 
oppreflive weight of an enormous powff 
was allotted for the commons ; which the 
citizens have, in thefe few preceding years, 
experienced too much, 

Britain, in only one refpedl, not to 
mention numberlefs other circumftances, 
is the happiett kingdom on the earth ; a 
well ettablifhed trade is the bails of its 
happinefs ; the arrangement of the no- 
bility is incomparable, their rights and 
titles being inherited only by their eldcft 
fons. But, in Sweden, this is quite the 
contrary; trade is negle<dled, and the 

traders are defpifed, even in their fa- 

••••-■ , ■ / ■ 

mily and pofterity ; the nobles, and not 
only their fons, but even daughters, 
inherit, merely by their birth, the titles 
and rights of their father ; and , the foois 
tranfmit the fame prerogatives, unto all 
I their 
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:heir children, to the lateft poftcrity. 
3ut as thejfe advantages cannot be enjoy- 
ed, but by encroaching upon the ho- 
lour or intereft of the reft of the citizens, 
:he commons of Sweden are only, in this 
egard, charged far above that proportion 
md equality of rights, which fhould be 
noft exadlly obfefved in civil focieties ; 
md particularly in the moft northern 
:limates, where the foil and the living a- 
one, of thofe inhabitants, feems to throw 
hem below the happinefs of the fouthern 
latidns. The prefent king of Sweden, 
nftead of diminifhing, or at leaft not in- 
reafing the prodigious number of no- 
)les created by his father the late king, 
n bribing for more power : hath, on the 
ontrary, granted almoft numberlcfs char- 
ers of nobility, not only to thofe Swedifh 
;entlemen who remained commons, by 
lie fudden death of his father, but' even 
3 other youths, who have been bed dif- 
ofed to pleafe hiin j and who, (were a 

Guftavus 
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Guflavus Vala, or Guftivus Adolphus, td 
rife from their tombs,) could, by thofe 
immortal heroes, fcarcely be fatuted pretty 
boys of Sweden. The^e being feveral 
clergymen, and others of the conimons^ 
whom the king could not engage to 
receive the charters of npbility them- 
felves ; and they being necefTary to him 
in his profpjCifls, he made their childreci 
noblemen. So that, either in rewarding 
his nobles, or in promoting the intereft 
,of his commons : the perfonal merit of the 
former has eyen fo little been the true 
motive of his rewards ; as l^e common 
welfar.e of the latter, never was the real 
objedl of his eftabliflimeiits. 
\ As for the Lapl^ders, their manner of 

living is far below, that of the reft of the 
human race ; and, however much it is 
owing to the quality of the foil, and the 
climate inhabited by this jpedple, there 
are, neverthelefs, no wants Ov hardJDhy)? 
in their common ox private oecottomy^ 

wbich^ 
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^liich, by art or induftrjj cdiild not ei-^- 
thtt be hetnoyed or alleviated, weM the 
police oi the country diredled towards thcf 
foftening, rather than accumulating the 
mifeiy of this people. By Swedifli Lap-^ 
land, is underftood fome pah of the moft 
northern end of Finland, and the upper-* 
moft part of Norland, towards the boun-8 
daries of Norway. The fartheff pla-^ 
ces are iituated, fbme of them x8b^ 
and others 240 Englifh miles froni 
the Bothnic Bay, upwards in the coun- 
try ; and their habitation is flretched 
from fouth to north, parallel with thd 
province of Wefterbotten, or from the 
moft foutherri town of Wefterbotten^ 
called Uhmea, to the moft northern town 
of the fame province^ called Torneaj 
which, in the north, is the laft town in 
Sweden, fittiated under the 65th degree 
45 minutes tiorth latitude^ There is no 
one town in Lapland^ nor are there in the 
upper pirt* of it any country villages ; 
for the inhabitants live in huts fome 

X miles 
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jniks di£Unt from each other, nsSA made 
of long treeSy of which fome branches 
arc cut o£r» and the trunks raifed upon 
their ends on the ground ; fb that the 
upper ends lean towards one ano-> 
ther^ in fuch a manner^ as to make their 
huts exadUy to refemble a cone or fa-t 
gar-loaf. The infide of thefe huts is 
ibmetimes covered with ikins of reia^ 
deers, and the outfide with mofs and 
branphes of the trunks, employed, either to 
build the hut of, or to heat it. The fire is 
kept on the ground, in the middle of the 
hut, and the fmoke i6 carried out by the 
top, where -a hole is left for that purpofe* 
The bafis, or ground within the hut is 
about three and an half yards m dia^ 

« 

meter ; fometimes more \^ and its^ height 
about five or fix yards, or more. Thofe 
of the family who can flay at home, or are 
not employed in guarding the rdn-*deei;s 
on the tops of the mountains, dwell day 
and night in thefe huts. Their beds moft 

coueunoaly 
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commoaJy cpnfift of one rein-deer's fkiBi 
which each of them difplays o^i his dc^ 
tcrmined fpaee of ground, iroun4 the 
fire-place ; the hairy fi^c of the Ikin be- 
ing turned towards the body^ aud the 
upper fide of the body being covered with 
another ikin df the fame kind, tiiey ard 
in that manner well provided agaidft the 
:old. They, hawever, often ufe to fleep 
in their cloches^ m^lde of the rein*deers 



Shirts, or other linen^ are ufed very lit- 
de, or not at all, aiiiongft tfaemj for they 
[bw no hemp or flax on their mountain- 
ous grounds. Arid in places where the 
ground c6uld be cukivatedi ignorance, ot 
prejudices of old cuftbms, preyent then! 
frotn making ufe of all thofe advantages 
kvhich nature has provided them with; 
[n the lowed part of Lapland, fituated 
leareft to the towns of Norland or Wefter- 
Dot ten, a fmall quantity of corn is fowed j 
pf hich, a§ is ufual in all thofe northern 

X 2 countries^ 
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countries, is fown very late in the fpring, 
but is ripe for the harveft much earlier 
than in the fduthern countries ; for the 
fnpw ftill covering their fields till the be- 
ginning of the month of Jane, prcAibits 
them from an earlier tillage of their 
grounds j and the fun, v^^hich day and 
night, in 'the fummertime, appears aboyc 
their horizon, and keeps their air foft, 
•makes their growth advance^ day and 
night, and allows their harveft to be earlier 
than in theft fbuthern countries j where 
the growth, favoured in the day time hy 
the heat, is in the night time ftoppied by 
the abfence of the fun, and a cold arr 
which then tak«s place. Whatfoever ,may 
be the advantages of their foil or climate, 
the tillage of the ground, however, is al- 
moft unknown' among them ; and bread 
is neverthelefs as much liked and wanted 
by them, as brandy or other liquors; 
which their hardfliips, joined to the rude- 
nefs of the climate, makes them like no 

Icfe 
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lefs thanfome other neceflarics much want- 
ed ampngft them. SenfibJe rulers would 
have been prone to found their glory on 
the happinefs of thefe mod wretched fub- 
jecfls, had they been as folic i tons to pro- 
mote the welfare of a declining fociety, 
as they have been zealous to extend 
fheir power, and to eredt their ranks a- 
midft thefe poor huts j but, vvhat was be- 
come of kings, firjcq they were no more 
the fathers of their people, but merely 
proud ufurpers of thofe, upon the fimpli- 
city and mifery of whom, they could dc^ 
ceitfully raife their fpleqdor. The lowed 
man^ had he any fenfe and ambition, 
would rather ftarve, than eat his bread 
gathered from the negledlcd huts of thofe 
miferable flaves j but the higheft of men 
ieem tp think themfelves entitled to 
infenfibility in point of fliame and true 
honour ; excepting when they like to co- 
ver their own infamy with the contempt, 
tpr even defamation of the reft of men. 

X3 The 
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The trade of the Laplanders is found- 
ed on their private ceconomy and man- 
ner of livings which confift in watcl^ng 
their reindeers, in hunting, and catching 
fiih. They bring down to the marinme 
towns the produ<5ls which they acquire 
by this kind of living ; and, in exchange 
for thdr wares, they obtain chiefly corn, 
fmall quantities of fall, and fbme few o- 
ther merchandifes of the towns, together 
witji filver coins, df which they are very 
fond. Uhleaborg, Tornea, Lulea, IKtea, 
and Uhmea, are thoie only towns which 
they viiit in carrying on the internal 
trade of Sweden } and Norway is perhaps 
the only country known to theln for any 
trade abroad. 

The wealth of a Laplander, bdng mea« 
fared according to the number of reindeers 
which each of their families is pofleiTed 
of; a prodigious number of thefe rein* 
deers is required before he cw be clafled 
among the rich of the inhabitants. The 

greatcft 
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greateft mimber belonging to only one 
family, aniounts to about 1500, or fpme- 
times 2000 d^Kfs; however thofe are 
few who pofTefs (o many. The poor- 
^it among^ them have fifty or one hun- 
dred J and the middle fort of thefe fami- 
He$ moft commonly poflfefs five or fix 
hundred reindeers ; which number is in- 
d<g very fmall, when one confiders, 
thn thefe reindeers mud not only feed 
and clothe the family all the year over; 
but likewife ferve inftead of horfes in con« 
tinual joumies undertaken by them, in 
the winter time, to (b difiant towns or 
market places ;* in which jovurney, on ac- 
count of their having no roads, but only 
high mountains, vaft wildernefTes, deep 
fnow, and thick forefts to furmbunt and 
• pafs through, thirty or forty reindeers 
are required for the fame purpoft, which 

is efiedled'in the lower countries vrith on- 

*. 

ly one horfe. 

X 4 They 
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They never are ftccuflomed to ftp 
any of the gentry, except their cletr 
gyman, the country judge twice in the 
year, the (leward of the crown when Itf 
gathers the taxes; or even when they 
themfelves, in th? winter time, take their 
• journey down to the maritime towns, or 
when their own marlqet places are, in the 
month of February, vjfited by the jper- 
chants of thofe towns. In the dnbth 
of January, the Laplanders : fet out 
on their journey down to the towns.; 
and often their women, and fometim^ 
children of feveu or ^eight months 0II4 
are allowed to accompany them. . Qnly 
pne perfqn at once can have place in th«r 
fledges, which (in thqir cpupttry languag?) 
are called archia^ or c^mijka; ^nd refem- 
bb yery much pne pf the fmalleil boa^s 
vfed by the watermen ^t London, fyr 
paffing ^he Thame?, were the backTcnd 
pf thefe boats not acute as the fore-end, 
P^}^. ^erely cut off. in fuch a manner as, 
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to make that end as broad as the middle 
of theboat. The cumifks are of unequal 
bignefs ; ibme of two, others of threp 
yards in length; and they are no broad- 
jer than for leaving place to only one per- 
fon ; who always is feated on the back-end 
of the cumifk ; the feet covered with a ikin, 
and the upper part of the body left in the 
lair, and quite eafy, for being in jreadi- 
ne^o give the. cumifk a. proper balancie 
by each of its motions ; which the Lap- 
landers know well to manage, and others 
who have been taught, only are able, to 
imitate. The end of a le^thor thong, or 
fometimes ^ (tring made of flax, being 
faftened to a hpl? in the fore-end of the 
cumilk, and cpndudled betwixt the legs 
^'^pf the reindeer, and the ftth^r end of the 
ftring being attached tp the neck of the 
degr, ferves infield of h^rnefs and Ihaq- 
kles, Another firing, fmgiller than the 
former, ferves the purpofe of reins; of 
■^tiich the one ei^d is ffifteqed to th? rein- 
deer's 



330 An Hist omY of tbf 

deer's horn, and the other end of this 
ftring being wrapped, in a prudent man- 
ner, round the wrift of the hand of thofe 
who lit in the cumiik : the deer is go- 
vaned by it, without being able to hurt 
the hand, which happens, if the firing 
is not wrapped and kept round, the hand 
in the proper way* By this firing, the 
reindeer is ttirned on either fide, only 
by throwing the firing on that fide n the 
reindeer's bdck, towards which one would 
have it to be turned. In paffing dowQ 
the high mountains, there is no other 
means ufed in governing the reindeefi 
but by forcing it to run as fafl as pofli'- 
ble, and at the fame time retarding the 
cumifk with the hands or arms thrufl in- 
to the fnoW) in order to prevent the hin- 
der legs of the deer from being hurt by 
the cuvnifk; which, if it happens,, it is 
exafp)$rated, and endeavours often to at- 
tack the manager of it. There, however, 
is anotheip g^r«at inconvenience in pafiing 

dowtt 
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down thcfe high rocks and mountains j 
for if thofe reindeers which are the for^ 
thermoft,. fhould ftop in running down 
the hills, which often happens, ^hofe who 
fqtlow after, and keep always the fame 
pathS) in pafling the fame hill, cannot a- 
Yoid^ru^tting the fore-part of the cumilk 
through the back of the loaan whq paflfcs 
next before, and thus gives him raoft 
commonly a mprtal blow ; which ihas 
happened, especially to clergymen and o-* 
ther officers, on account of their being 
lefs accuftomed to fuch journies thai^ the' 
common Laplanders. Often, only one 
of the common people, on their journey 
to the towns, manage fifteen or more 
decrs ; by placing himfelf to manage the 
furthermoft of them, and by a ftrihg 
faftcning the deer, which follows next 
after him, to his cumilk ; and fifteen or 
twenty being all, thus tied to one an- 
other's cumilks : the Laplander, by ma- 
naging the furthermoft, gorerns them all j 

however. 
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however, it is attended with many hard* 
(hips and dangers. , 

The wares brought- down by them to 
the, towns, commonly are^ dried tongues, 
thecheefe, and meat of rein4«r ; the 
horns^ and ikins of the fame deers; 
great coats, gloves and boots« made 
by themfelves, :of reindeers, ikins, of 
which the hairy fide is turned out- 
wards, and are very much ;efteemed and 
worn, even by the gentry of the northern 
Swediih countries, on account of their 
pecuiiar property of refitting the cold^ and 
keeping the ' body warm ; . £kins of other 
deers catched by them in hunting, and 
dried fifties, are likewife carried dpwn tq 
the towns, Gvms and gun-pow4er being 
little ufed by them, they njoft commonly 
Jhupt wi?h:bpvf5 and arrows, and fpears of 
iron, fattened on the tqp of woodeq poles. 
The Tjeafon of an old cuttom of having their 
fifties, and all forts of meat, always dried, 
leather tjian faked,, is deriyecl from the 
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great difficulty they mewt with in carrying 
either the fait from the towns to thdr 
diftant dwellihg-f^laces, or in conveying 
the faked wares down to the towns. Bie- 
fidcs, their cumifks are not fit for con- 
taining tons or barrels., and they frc- 
quently are difappdinted in obtaining the 
fait at the towns, which often want it 
themfelves, before the veffels can arrive 
from Stockholm, whence thefe provinces 
are provided with the fait, the maritime 
towns of Wefterbotteh being not allowed 
to trade, but within the kingdom. When 
they approach the towns of Weflerbotten, 
they leave their reindeers fbme miles be- 
hind them, and drag their cumilks them- 
felves to the towns, on account of there be- 
ing no food ^ in the towns for their deers, 
which feed upon a kind of white mofs, 
growing only upon thofe mountains which 
are fituated at the diflance of feven or 
eight Englifh miles from the towns. The 
horfes, moreover, are much frightened at 

the 
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the fight oi tho£e deers ; of which to pr^^ 
vent the bad coafequeaces, they are pro* 
hibited from approaching with their deers 
the towns, or <ven the highway which 
jpafles through the towns. 

When the Lap^inders return from th^ 
towns, the merchants ufuaily follow them 
up to Lapland, in order to aifift t^e aiinu-- 
al markets kept by the LaplanderSy in the 
month of February. When a ftnmger froni 
the lower country vifits their huts^ they 
^re at the utmoft trouble how to receive 
their guefts in the moft friendly manner. 
Bread being little ufed by them, they im- 
mediately fill the table jvith meat, cheefe^ 
and tongues of reindeers, either dried, or 
elfe drefled in their ufual mannen Bat- 
ter is as little wanted as ufed among them; 
the meat of their oWn deers being no left 
fat than delicate. If their gueft is a gen- 
tleman of any appea,raQCe, or an officer of 
the crown, they, at laft, or inftead of the 

deferts ufu^illy gotten at the court, bring to 

the 
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the table a wdoden cup, filled with filver 
money, aiking their gueft to take as much 
of it as he^ wants. 

In the natural (late in whiph this people 
feem to live, virtue . and humanity are 
thought to be unknown ; but alas ! it is in 
corrupted courts, and degenerated focieties, 
where thefe true ornaments of the human 
race are banifhed ; and the utmoft diftrefs • 
and mifcry of the lower fort of men look- 
ed upon as too gloomy objedls for thole 
higher profpedts, tending to ravage counr 
tries, and to deprive focieties of happinefs. 

The ordinary bufin^fs of the Laplandr 
crs being to watch their deers, they feldom 
ftay in their huts, but are under the ne- 
ceffity to follow the flocks of their rein** 
deers^ and dwell on the mountains, in 
holes like rooms, digged in the fnow. As* 
the deers, which live upon the white mofs 
growing on thefe mountains, cannot 
feed long upon one rock, they remove 
from one hill to another, to fiiidifood for 

them^ 
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theth. When it happens to rain In the 
^utunm, before the tops of the mountains 
are covered with fnow, and thus, by a 
following fudden cold, the mofs fhould 
be changed, together with the water, into 
ice, which does not allow their deers to 
ittdi: upon it : the deers, and efpecially the 
young colts, ftarve; whence a great lofs; 
or entire ruin, often enfues to. the pro- 
prietor of them : which is the caufe that 
a Laplander is, more than the reft of men, 
fubjecfl to that vicif&tude of human hap- 
pinefs, which allows him, the one year, to 
be rich, without knowing whether he, 
the next year, may poffefs more than the 
moft diftreffed araongft his countrymen. 
Happy were mankind, and Sweden efpe- 
cially, if their kings, who, either by vir- 
tue and birth, or by perfidy and vio- 
lence, have attained the wealth and fplen- 
dor of a throne, would remember, that 
there is a fupreme Being, moft juft, 
and mdft fatred ;' who ^ only , in the feries 

I of 
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of human corruption, may once as 
45afijy precipitate th^m down to a ftaiion 
contrary to tKeir defircs, and infatuated 
pride. If even th« voic^ of truth were, ip 
our corrupted feiogie*, A;ippreired, as indeed 
it is by the flatrering voiee of wntf mtji 

and viokncefi; the experience, and im-^ 
partial hiftori^s of Sw^d^n and other na* 
tions, will Ci'y fo Ipudj as to be heard eveji 
by thofe wfeq have r^eached the fummits 
of fplendid deafnefe* Truth and jufticje 
being the only pillars capable of fupport- 
ing a man entrnfted with the duty of ex-^ 
erting authority and power j nothing but 
the moft maUci0u§ wickednefs, or the 
ftupideft. ignpranee, can induce rulers ra-* 
ther to negleft than tp perform their main 
virtues ; to what temptations Ibever theii? 
paffionSi or fhf- fiditious beauty of their* 
own vices^ might expofe them. It alfo is too 
evident, that the rukrs of Sweden, eitheaC 
through inexcufable ignorance, ot mali-^ 
cious inadvertency, have negledled the 

Y intereft, 
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intereft, and lavifhed the welfare of their 
diftreffed fellow-citizens, and, which is 
more cruel, fhut up their ears to their 
loudeft complaints. When fuch is the 
cafe, a fubje(Sl who knows his right, and 
in vain has made all decent attempts to 
obtain it, he may then look for a good 
king where he can find him ; perfnaded, 
that a good fubjedl may, among poliflied 
nations, as eafily find his bread and pro- 
te<5lion ; as an ufurper can, among (lupid 
ignorants, and wicked wretches, invade 
an uncontrolled crown and fceptre* 

Nature hath indeed difperfcd high rocks 
and contiguous mountains at Lapland^ 
which, however, in certain diredlions, 
are interfperfed with fertile vallies, or hills 
fit for tillage, were only the fkill and in- 
duftry of the inhabitants cultivated, and 
their living, by education, as well as 
by foftening their hardfhips, adapt- 
ed to the advantages of fociety, for al- 
lowing them to reap any fruits from it. 

Their 
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Their vallies and hills would provide th* 
men with as great plenty of fweet breads 
as their enormous mountains, though 
covered btit with mofs and fnow, would 
feed their deers, and prefent nothing worft 
than continually flourifhing meadows^ 
providing their cattle with a rich paftur-* 
age winter and fummer. Some few efta* 
blifliments, however, have been made at 
Lapland ; for, within the fpace of about 
one thoufand years, fome few fehools hav^ 
been eredled, and as many churches built 
amongft them* The clergy have received 
encouragement for preaching the gofpel 
amongfl: them; and a minifler who is 
employed in the fervice at Lapland^ ac- 
counts his merit three years for each 
one, during the time he does fervice id 
that country ; and is, within a few years^ 
removed to fome of the beft parifties ia 
the lower countries^ But as this efta- 
bliihment tends merely^ not to* deprive thef 
inhabitants of an opportunity of taking 

Y 2 tkotictf 
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notice of tfec Chriftian dodtfines, it 
for the reft afibrds them no advan-^ 
tages befides, either in their private 
trade, or oeconomy. Some years ago, a 
deputy: of the dsconomy was difpatched 
to Lapland, who, after having dilcovered 
a gold mountain to be poflefTed by the 
crown, rendered no further fervice to 
that country, or its diftrefled inhabitants. 
A gold mine founded three years ago at 
the laft mentioned mountain, promiies 
the crown of Sweden an opportunity of 
rummaging as much gold from the rocks, 
as its ffewards are accuftomed annually 
to gather filver from the Laplanders them- 
ielves ; without improving^, either in the 
one, or in the other cafe, the moft wretch*- 
ed fituation of thele human fpoils. 

Briberies, ufual in the other SwediCb 
countries, were not in the fame manner 
pra<ftifed in Lapland. Cultivated fields^ 
adorned with fumptuous buildings, being 
unknown oa tbefe mountains, hiding the 

iaihabitante 
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Inhabitants in poor huts, eredl^d betwixt 
frofty rocks : it had been a fmall gkin to 
exercifc fecret or open injuftice and vio- 
lences, either in order to deprive them of 
their property, or even to allow a favour- 
ite to be proprietor of it, as a reward too 
much contemptible, in his eminent fla- 
tion. But as the Laplanders like money^ 
which by their own induftry and affi- 
duity they are poffefled of; it is their 
filver or their deers which commonly are 
involved in contefls* On account of their 

* - 

being at too great a diilancc from the 
higher Swedifli courts of juftice, and ha- 
ving befides heard, that in the ufual way 
of trials, much is loft, but nothing gain- 
ed, excepting injuftice and poverjty : they 
chufe to fuffer the greateft injiiry rather, 
than purfuc their complaints any further 
than before their own country judge. 
Or, if it happens, though very felddm, 
that a Laplander appears at Stockholm, 
in order to purfue his invaded rights, he, 

Y 3 ' on 
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on account of his ftrange behaviour, and 
poor drefe, is looked upon, not with 
compaflion which he deferves, but "mere- 
ly with admiration, or contempt; which 
^he admirers themfelves are the true caufe 
of, and Ihould blufh, cither at their own 
ftupid ignorance, or wicked negligence, 

* ■ 

rather than gaze at the mifery of thofe, 
whofe happinefs never was the objedl of 
their pride and briberies. 

One inftance more may ferve to fhew, 
with how much curiofity this nation is 
regarded, and how far this people are be- 
low both the knowledge and enjoyment 
of the happinefs of other nations. It hap- 
pened, fome few years ago, during the 
reign of the late king of Sweden, that the 
Swedifli coyrt demanded, that a Lapland- 
er, together with his wife, might be fent 
to Stockholm, and prefented to the court, 
with their ufual drefs and manners. The 
^an and wife, haying appeared at court, 
^^r^ ^9?,f afterwards to France, in order 
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to be in the fame manner fliown to the 
court at Paris. The French king was pleaf^ 
ed to drefs them in filk, and to prefent 
them with gold watches ; but the climate 
being too hot, the diet and language 
llrange, they liked to rett^rn to their 
friends and , relations in their own 
country, rather than to ilay fo far a- 
broad. A ftrange virtue, poffefled by thefc 
uncultivated minds, when compared with 
the fentiments of ibme nobler beings at: 
Sweden j who might have received larger 
pieces of French gold, without occupying 
their minds with carefulnefs how to em*- 
ploy thefe vs^ft fuiyis to the hpneft ufe qf 
their native country, rather than how beft 
to fpend them in carrying on intrigues 
and bloodfh^d ^t home and abroad. 

Poetry and eloquence being almoft the 
only flowers which, at prefenjt, are growing 
on the Swi^difh PamaCus ; and as they 
fbrve much, in corrupted. focieties, either 
IP cover vices, or to cmbellifli open mif-, 
^fal^fs ; the court and its favourites, ia 



344 ^^ H I s T o It Y tf the 

cheriflilhg, an<! carefully cultivating thii 
growth, ieS:pfe<^ to reap, rlficrely frtnn thi^ 
trade, a rich harveft ; and the vef y aft, 
Jiowevef yet in its iiifancy, hath ireverthc- 
lefs ftrved to fave the wicked men from 
that block andgillpwa, where, not many 
years ago, the mt)ft honed meft were h^ 
icrifice4 •• b\it IJeftyeft Will i3nce pl€^, on 
the earth, in favour of theft ittnoccnts. 

Two news-pApers, onfc for thfe ^fiairs 
i^bro^, atid *n<)thtt- 6f news bappefir 
. cd 'withia t?he kihgxjttlttj ire ptibliflied 
each twice itt the week. In i 77a was 
cftabliflied another paper, called, iyai\j 
Any Thing y which is publiflied every 
morning, and ferves to manage the opi*- 
nions and the fpirits df tfie pjsfople, ac*- 
jcording to t;he profpedis of theif leaders. 
A certain monopoly i* ettrted, efpecially 
\vL publifhing the daily news, ifi fe>- far, 
|:httt the printer of this J>apei' n<£}t only has 
phe king's warrant, excluding aH other 
prfnters from pubKftiing fuch papci-s, but 
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he like wife 5 s a particular favourite of tlie 
king and the court ; fo that whatfoevcr, 
of importance,* is left to him, in order to 
be inferted in that paper, is known to the 
rulers before it is publilhed ; and is by 
them either deUyed, or the contents 
of it oppofed, by their own publications, 
contrtry to the former, before it can 
appear in pmblic. In the courfe of three, 
or even four weeks, the anecdotes, after 
they have be^n left in the hands of the 
printer, are retarded from being inferted 
in the public paper ; and if they con- 
tain any thing contrary to the politics of 
the times, they, however, are not ab- 
folutely refufed by the publilher from be- 
ing inferted in the daily paper, if the au- 
thor moft eameftly infift upon it ; but in 
the meanwhile, the favourites employ all 
the force of their poetry and talents, in 
embellifhing their own mifcondudl, and 
abating the reprimand of it, which yet 
hath not appeared, but only to their fa- 

vourite 
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vourite printer. Two years ago, a kind 
of another daily paper was introduced to 
the public, which contained matters mere- 
ly concerning divinity and piety ; the in- 
tention of it being, to render the naifcon- 
dudt of the rulers beautiful and pleafing, 
even to thofe within the country, who 
profefs either tlie religious or the fuperfti- 
tious parts of devotion. But, as the pre- 
ceding impiety was too apparent, this fa- 
cred poetry ferved only to irritate the fu- 
perftitipus, and perfuade the clear- viewing, 
with how much art and hypocrify the court 
and its favourites would adl the pious too. 
As the news-papers ferved to condu(3: 
the opinion and the fentiments of the 
people in general ; fo, the play-houfes at 
Stockliolm produce the fame effedls, with- 
in a narrower circle of citizens, and upon 
minds of a thinking genius ; from whom 
the dcfpotic fpirit, the manners and tlje 
fentiments thus prepared and luanaged, 
yveicc derived and propagated, by and by, 

eveu 
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even in the pravlrices ; fince the more di- 
ftant fubjecSls are not only defirous of re- 
cciving news from thofe of Stockholm, 
but likewife arduoufly imitate all the cuf- 
toms, fafliions, and fometimes even the 
thoughts of that capital. Plays and.maf^ 
querades have been lefs fufFered by the 
Swedes in general, than by other nations, 
cfpecially the latter. The late king, how- 
ever, as well as the prefcnt, found both 
the plays and the mafquerades indifpen- 
iibly neceffary, in the particular views of 
the coiirt, as thefe very amufements, when 
exhibited with Ikill, aiid managed by vir- 
tue and innocence, may be reckoned a- 
mongft the ufeftil lofles of time and mo- 
ney. The Swedilh theatre was formerly 
prefented by Frenchmen, till the year 
1771, when the prefent king of Sweden, 
as he was at Paris, ordered, by a letter to 
his counfellors at Stockholm, that the co- 
medies and opera Ihould, in future, be 
performed by Swedifh adors and adlrefles. 

Befides 
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Befides fome ceconomical principles, dif- 
covered in the new eilablifhment, the chief 
motive of its being introduced at that 
time, was, undoubtedly, to prevent the 
French comedians from penetrating fome 
dejdgns of the court ; which defigns, even 
for the time toxrome, could not have been 
(Concealed fo well, if the court had been 
reftri(Sled only to this fmall number 
of foreign confidents. During the pre- 
fent king's ftay at Paris, t|iere were, un» 
doubtedly by orders of the court, fevcral 
curious dramatic compofitions preiented 
upon the theatre of Stockholm, one of 
which was more remarkable than all the 
refl: of them, and was played fome few 
days before the late king fuddenly died 
at that capital. The univerfal mourning, 
which followed his death, fufpended, for 
fome time, the plays ; and the continua* 
tion of them was, after that time, .open- 
ed by the Swedifh drama, prefented by 
the fubjeds, and in the language of that 
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country. But as the qualification of the 
ancient play-houfe, depends entirely upon 
the tafte, and the pleafures of the court, 
and is governed merely by its favourites, 
or by prefents diftributed to the players, 
according to the fentiments and the prof- 
pe6ts of the court ; the patriots amongft 
the rulers have found this monopoly of 
plays contribute too much to the corrup- 
tion of the manners, and the promoting 
of ignorance, or fedudlive opinions of tht 
true ftate of the Swedifli affairs. In order 
to remove thefc dangerous inconveniencies, 
they lately crecfled at Stockholm, another 
play-houfe, in a garden, called Humle-^Gar^ 
deriy where feveral entertaining amufements 
are to be had, and where, in the moft lively 
manner, ofteii ufe to be prefented the true 
ftate of the prefent commonwealth of Swe- 
den. The Management of Order and JuJUtc^ 
was, about two years ago, prefented at thia 
play-houfe, which was performed widi 
fa much acQu wcy i that thofe who knew the 

Swedifh 
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Swedifh courts of juftice, and the prefcnc 
manner of inanaging matters of trial, and 
now attended this theatrical reprefenta- 
tion, might very eafily have been capable 
to forget, whether they aflifted at the play- 
h oufe, or t^ie qourt of juftice itfelf. There 
v/?s, for iaftance, prefei)ted, a court of 
juftice, which all forts of injured citizens 
approached, as well from the nearer as 
remoter provinces, in order to complain 
about their grounds, and other properties, 
of which they had been deprived in a 
violent and unlawful manner ; and, with 
their wives and children, been not only 
reduced to the ijtmoft diftrefs, but the huf- 
bandniea, moreover, partly threatened in 
their houfes^ in a cruel and tyrannical 
manner, partly imprifoned, or whipped 
with rods in publick. Thofe adlors, who 
reprefented injured perfons, from diftant 
places, were, accordingly, provided with 
facks, filled with provifipn for a long and 
troublefome journey; but, as the whole 

' I cart 
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care of the reprefeuted court, tetidcd only 
to empty the facks, and, in the mofl; 
artful manner, make themfelves mafters 
of the provifions contained in them, the 
complaining parties returned from the 
theatre, without other gain, than empty 
facks, and a ftarving condition. 

The adminiftratiohof juftice and equity, 
being of fo extenfive a nature as to influ*- 
ence all the affairs which poilibly can fall 
under the management of a government : 
it confequently is no wonder, if, at Swe- 
den, in its prefeht ftate, complaints are 
heard proffered by fubjeds of all ranks 
and conditions ; for, the head being not 
well, the whole body cannot but be fub- 
jedl to common fufferings. 

Before the revolution, frequent com- 
plaints were made ngainil prejudices, 
by which, in creating officers, men of in- 
ilgnificant qualities were preferred to thofe 
of uncommon merit. But, at prefent, the 
fame injuftice is double: honour and vir- 
tue 
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tue arc negleded, by rewarding vice^ j aod 
innocence is opprcffed, in proteiSling the 
prevailing injuftice. Merit is merely flat- 
tered^ as long as yet there is no opportu^ 
nity for reducing men, ofrenown and force, 
to the loweft ftation of contempt and in-* 
fatpy. But tliere is no ibooer an ocqaiiott 
for it, but the ^^ourt. is capable of prcju- 
dicing, not only men of uncommon XQe^ 
rit, but even thofe, to the valour and qua* 
lities of whom, it owes all its prefent pre* 
rogatives ; and none but the mod wicked^ 
and the moft unqualified for rendering aay 
real fervices to the flate^ are judged wor- 
thy of^ being fupported and protcded. 
But, were the rewards, even of thofc, 
founded upon principles of more firiflucfe, 
they undoubtedly would infenfibly deteft 
their own wickednefs, and adhere to the 
court with as inviolable an attachment, as 
is compatible with the fteadincfs of virtue 
and innocence ; upon which they, in Huch 
a cafe, would be allowed to build tiieir 

happinefs, 



Kappineis^ rather tbajQ upoa the ufual ia«^ 
coufbmCy of perfidious ox cruel maxim^i 
fupported merely, by dangerous intrigues^ 
and briberies ia their nature deteftable* 
*rhc general obj,e<3s of a govern- 
ment being the fame as that of juftic^ 
and equity^ viz. perfonSj things, and 
a(5lions j which conilantly are in the view 
of thofe who fhall maintain the fuprem^i 
power of a ftate i it weiuld be too prolix, 
to pafs through all the peculiarities^ 
which can aflEbrd infepfible rulers an im- 
ineafurabld field for exereifing injuftice 
and vialence^ In purfuing truths without 
Colouring them^ either with embellifhrnents 
borrowed from eloquence, or with unfea- 
fonable filence, both equally capable to fa- 
voxir iniquity : one muft allow, that therd 
is no village, no town, or province,^ which 
does not figh uhder the heavy btirthtos 
of oppreflion ; nor ife there any trade ot 
ftation, of what condition focvcr^, whi^bi 

Z is 
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is not harafled by perfccutions, and injuf" 
cd without hope of protedlion 'or fafcty. 

The prefcnt conftitution of Sweden, 
which feems to allow the people fome 
fliare in tne fupreme power, comprehends 
paragraphs conftru(fted upon fubtilties, 

i 

which, in the fame manner as the 
allowed liberty of the prefs, by exceptions 
inferted in almofl each paragraph, recals 
what is granted in the preceding ones ; 
and thus leaves the laws and conftitutions 
open to any kind of explanation fuitable 
to the views of an oppreflbr.entrufted with 
power, whenfoever they choofe either to 
ufe or abufe that unlimited authority. 

The dtizens, confcious of the deceit, 
merely by experienced f offerings, and fee- 
ing themfelves and their properties left in 
a defencelefs date, without being proted- 
cd, either by the laws or by men, they 
cannot but confider themfelves as. undone 
in all refpedls; without even venturing to 
proffer complaints in fo calamitous a fitua- 

tion^ 
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tion, fince, by unhappy experience, they 
have found their comjilaints^fervicwble 
to hothing elfe than to haften their fi- 
nal ruin, inftead of the obtaining of juf^ 
ticCi 

Parties and je)iioury ire/ not merely kin* 
died, but even carried fo far, as to enragfe 
the officers againft one another, for giving 
them an occafion of extii'pating themfelves^ 
by expofing them at onee to the inercy of 
their fwords, and to the vengeance of laws 
which faciSfiee the . criminal, after his 
fword has been ufed to flab the innocent; 
Thofe who are ho lefs governed by their 
own wifdom, than infpired with courage 
and intrepidity^: feem to wint their talents 
for being able to fuffer the injury with 
patience^ rather than, out of vanityj expofe 
their lives to a perfidious overmatch/ fup-^ 
ported by meannefs^ unbecoming men of 
honour. The king being on his Journey 
to Finland, two of his life-guards fight-* 
ing a duel, one of them, a young noble-^ 

Z 2 ttian, 
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mail, by name Stierndd, a fon of the vicc^ 
{)refident at the high court of juflice at 
Abo, was found dead on the field of bat- 
tle J which, having been reported to the 
king by his counfellors, it ftruck him with 
aftonifhment ; and dking hb counfellors, 
how to rcEoedy that kind of fircnzy, whick 
for fome time had begun £b frequently t& 
break out amcmgft his officers i To which 
fome of thoie who were prefent, it is 
iaid, anfwered, That theire were no better 
remedies fpr it, than that his majedy 
would be plealed to employ in his fervice, 
men endowed with manly virtue and ftea- 
dinefs, rather thap lioy^ 'without age or 
experience,. About the fanner time, a fum^ 
tkr cafe had happened at Stockholm, be^ 
tween » colonel and a Heutenant of the 
king'fi lifevguard. They were both oa 
their ws^ch/at the court j but the lifWe- 
nant being eng;aged to breakfafl:. by the 
prh^Lce Charles, and by the prince regaled 
ionger t;han, acgordi^g to his orders, he 

could 
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could abfent his watch.: at the returii of 
the lieutenant, the colonel was under the 
neceflity, according to the military confli* 
tution» to reproach him with the negledt 
of his duty, and threaten him with af reft-^ 
ment; at which^ the lieutenant, who 
was young, and of a choleric conftitution^ 
found himfelf affronted to the laft degree j 
and he, a few minutes after, fword in hand^ 
attacked the colonel in his own room; 
where, to the d}fgrace pf the latter, the 
bloody battle was fought. 

It appears, from what already hath been 
laid down, how gradually a people advance 
from theiitmoft 6*eedom to the meanefl fla- 

f 

very ; and that a nation never is nearer 
the lofs of liberty, than, when the conftitu* 
tion, by which the liberty is guarded, is a^ 
bufed, andjuftice perverfely adminiftered j 
when thofewho&all rule the people, aban- 
don thcmfelves to corruption and intrigues, 
by which men of integrity are negledled, 
and the prevailing wickednefs favoured 

Z 3 and 
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and proteAed. Thofemcn of profligate 
Ghara(Slcrs begin then to prevail, and the 
corruptipn infenfibly becomes general 
Oppreffion generates wearinefs amongft the 
people ; and men of ikill being the only 
perfons capable of diftlnguiftiing between 
the faults of the governors, and thofc 
of the government : but either are they 
not fuffered, or, if ready to abufe their 
talents, the invaders of liberty are too at^ 
tentive, for allowing ^fuch to efcape 
their fervice. The oppreffed people, 
who always are ready to join their 
views with thofe who prdipife them 
fafety, are then, merely by didir fuf-r 
ferings, eafily perfuadcd to throw off li^ 
berty itfelf, when provoked either to exr 
pel only the ufurpers of it, or to re;ftore 
the ineftimahle ufe of freedom, in bjanifhr 
ing oqly thq abufe of it. Such was the 
unhappy fate of the Swedes, which, in- 
flecd, they feem to have, during the pre- 
fent gpyernment, experienced tod foon. 

Liberty 
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Liberty itfelf, wa€, during the former 
government, al>ufcd, for about twenty 
years ; and corruption was grown as ge- 
neral, as the cruelties exerted ^5^; wicked 
rulers of that time : but the effeQs of 
it, were^ however, never fo oppreflive, 
nor produced they €0 common fufferings, 
as they have done during the prefent go- 
vernpjieat of Sweden, in only three or 
four years. During the former ftate of 
governnient, though fometimes dangerous 
in its abu^s, there, nevertheleis, at ano- 
ther time was found, a party who could 
venture tp let the court know the truth, 
and to lay their fufferings before the 
public, or even to bumble a wicked arir- 
Ilocracy, compofcd of an infblent fenate, 
merely by throwing fqme few corrupted 
fenatprs down from their chairs. But 
thefe golden times are no more; and no- 
thing remains, but what is far below the 
fripedpm of beads, which even may, at 

' ZS 4 kail 
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lead complain, tAcn they arc nfcd badlf, 
land find compaflSon by undeferTcd fijflfe^- 
ings. 

Finally, I myfelf proceed to make ibmc 
fewobjcAions, againft fome expreffions ob- 
vious in the ftyle of this work, Cnce I have 
no lefs doubt, my adveHarics will do the 
fame, as foon as this volume appears in 
public, in order to cover their intrigues, 
and to authorife their deteftable mifcon- 
du<5l, fo much Inveighed agaiinft in thcfe 
pages. And, in brcjer to dejMive them of 
all other arguments, in juftifying their 
behaviour, than their ufual ihjuftice and 
inhumanity, I will endeavour to find out, 
myfelf, fome critics, which they them- 
felves never can attempt, however deeply 
inay be rooted their principles, either of 
fecret tyranny or open infamy. 

In the firft place, it might be object - 
fd, that I have too i^eely called for the 
feview of the condudl of a king, who is 
gnfwerable only to the Supreme Being for 



Late Revolution m Sweden. %ii 

a 

liis conduct J on which account, 1 could 
not be capable of avoiding crimen kjh 
^ajeftatis. A king, who has committed 
a perjury before God and man, can, 
neither before the one. or the other, 
anfwer for fuch mifbehaviour ; and 
he will be as much difagreeable to the 
Supreme Ruler, as he is with forrow 
and defiance regarded even by his imoft 
loyal fubjedls ; who hardly can place their 
confidence In one who feems himfelf not 
to have been fenfible in eluding his moft 
uncontrollable ISuperior. Befides, I have 
rather defended, than offended majefty, 
by detefting vices, which, if committed 
by any king without repairing his faults, 
would render majefty all over the world 
fufpedled, and at laft univerfally deteft- 
ed *. The revolution at Sweden, if con-^ 
dudled by wifdom, and fupported by vir-' 
tue and honour, could have been perform* 
cd by hundreds of other means, rather 

than 

^ l^cad the Roman hiftory of Tar^uinus Superbus, 
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than by banifhing the moft facred prin- 
ciples of virtue and honefty, had the 
chief motives of it been the happinefs 
of mankind in general, and of Sweden 
in particular. Moreover, it is not qua- 
lity, but innocence, which exempts men 
from reproofs J and were there as ma- 
ny to furround kings with evident and 
undeniable truths, as there are perfidious 
.flatterers enough to enchant them with 
yirulent praifes, in order to encreafe the 
number of their faults, merely by con- 
cealing their errors from them : ther^ 
certainly fhould be found more happy 
fubjeds, and the hiftories preferved for 

r 

immortalizing the deeds of great kings, 
would tranfmit to pdfterity a lefs number 
of tyrants, ufurpers, and oppreffprs* The 
Egyptians, for fome time, were accuf- 
tomed to bury wicked kings upder their 
gallows; and, during that time, they 
had very few kings but what were a4- 
prned with the moft accomplifhed roy- 
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jalf virtues. But ttad, infteid of fuch pur 
niihin^hts^ the Grecian p6etr7 arid clof 
x|uence been emjployed for the fame pur-" 
jpfofe^ duriiig the reign of each of their 
kings: none of ' their kings, and ftw of 
their fubjid^s, had been buried under any 
gallows. 

Further, it may be objeiSled, that the 
condudl of kings can hardly be judged 
of during their lifetime. I am no more 
.within the Swedifli dominions ; and hal- 
ving, -for juft rcafons renounced all alle- 
giance to a king, who, Botwithft'anding 
'xaf repeated folicitations, did negle<Sl the 
fulfilling of i^is royal obligation, and 
refufed duly to prote^ mine ' and my 
fellow - citizens rights, arid -defend our 
^hmocence, L confequentlyv as beiiig 
now without his dominiiSins, have a 
right to be ignomnt of any of his further 
rights towards me, and 1 ought to corifi- 
der him merely as a paft king, whofe fu- 
preniacy cannot exift in Britain ;^ and re- 
^ognife for the prefent, none but his moft 
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facred Majefty George III. of Great*-] 
as my lawfol king ; to the laws and intereils 
of wbofe dominions, I will and (hall moil 
faithfully and mod duly conform all vaj 
condudt ; fince I do not doubt, but I may, 
ad an ufeful and loyal fubjedt, have leaire, 
according to the laws of Britain, to eAJof 
a common advantage with the reft of the 
Britiih fubjeds. 

. Further, it is but a (hort while that the 
king of Sweden hath ruled his fubjedb, 
for having been able to finiih his fchemeSi 
and procure them niore happineis. A good 
purpofe muil not be aimed at by wicked 
means, by which are produced much 
hurt and damage, but little happinefs; 
if ever fuch fohemes (hould be produi^i^ 
of any common welfare. But, fuppofing 
that the king of Sweden's oppreflivc in- 
trigues could once procure for his fubjcds 
any Ihadow of happinefs, thofe who live 
at that time, cannot but write an hiftory 
to his praifc j in which cafe, if the hifto- 

rians 



riaiis aire mca of truth ajid iaipanUUty^ 
they vftrc iimder the neceffity v> l^egiR the 
hidor; with the fault? h^ h«s commict«d» 
w4 finiih it with hi? royaj vijftue$. Were 
pay d»ya tp reach thofe.unexpeft?d tiaws ; 
It would eren. thea be my utipapft amhi- 
tion^ to emulftte with thofe writers about 
lie preff ryixig: of aa as iaviolable attachr- 
neat to the truth ; aud I wqu)d exercife as 
mblameable an impartiaUtyf in doing the 
uflice due to each one of his qualities. 

In as much as the fenators of Sweden 
Wight repreach my proceedings, iae?:- 
pofing their veritable characters to a pu- 
blic review ; I plead my excufe rather too 
much) merely by owning that their mif- 
CQndudt hath been rather too mean^ and 
their fentiments too contemptible for de- 
ferving the leaft apology of my writings* 
Never had the CQuftitution been abufed^ 
nor liberty baniihed from Sweden, had 
thofc very meju who fupported the name 
^f the guardian pf liberty, been as much 

attached 
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attached to the commob. welfare of their 
country, as they are addicted to intrignes 
and briberies in favour of defpotifm, 
which ieems to enfure them their licen- 
tioufnefs for life. To fatisfy my own 
modefty, rather than juftify my condud, 
I, kowever, will^ for a moment^ make ufe 
of fome of their laws, in order to defeat 
them with their own weapons, by finifli- 
ing this book with 

A T R A KS LA T I O N 

Of the Eleventh Paragraph 

< 

Of his royal majefty of Sweden^s renew- 
ed ordinance and comma:ndment re- 
fpedling writing and printing at Swe- 
den ; ifTued at the royal palace at Stock- 
holm, April 26th, in the year 1774. 

§ II. • • - 

*' A true hiftory of paft kings, ru* 
*' lers, and their minifters, hath^ both 
" in former and later times^ been much 

I ** efteemed 
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** eftcemcd by the moft part of nations ; 
** as a Ertattcr mod conducive to objeifls 
** of the utmoft expediency, to impart to 
** governing men and perfons, remark- 
^^ able inftances of wit, and laudable 
** deeds ; but, on the other hand, the 
" moft neceffary admonitions againft pre- 
** cipitated, undeliberated,- deceitful, or 
** even cruel and mean counfels and fa(5ls; 
** like wife, that thofe of the obeying, 
might, of the events of preceding go- 
vernments, the better attend to, know, 
underftand, manage and defend, duties 
pertaining to them, their freedom and 
rights, with all common and private 
fafety. But that in fuch hiftoric works, 
nothing may, be wanted, tending to 
their accomplifhment, we will even, 
with regard to them, extend the liberty^ 
of writ and prefs, fo far as to allow all 
the peculiar, partly fecret, partly more 
*' known events, or known anecdotes, 
*^ which, during paft governments, have 
, y happened 
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^^ happened, either in this kingdom, or 
*^ any wber^ elfQ, to be publiflied, t^e< 

thei^ with political refledions concern^ 

ing them." 

Since this book contains nothing ftrik^ 
ing againil the Swediih government it-^ 
felf, bnt merely inveigha againft the vices^ 
or ufitrperd of it ; thi$ hiftory might, 
however, when dre0e4 in a different ilyle^ 
ha v^ been pubUihed.at Swe^en^ accord^ 
ing to the preceding law, were not li^ 
bcrty baniihed from that country ; or were 
it ruled by laws and juftice, rather than 
by the unlimited wickednefs of the fa- 
vourites, prptedled by uncontrollable in- 
juftiqe, and fupported Ho lefs by open 
violences, than by fecret cruelties j which, 
fince the laws are conftrudled upon fubtil- 
ties and deceitful exceptions^ allows there 
to be as many fecret tyrants as there are 
favourites, who^ apply thofe laws to the 
fads, not in gonformify either, to the e^ 
quitable ftqfe of the lawsi, or common 

juftice^ 
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j aftice, but, on the contrary, according to 
the privat6 views, and Vicious fentittients, 
fuggefted by the barbardiis paffibns of 
iany faVolirite, who manages an arbitrary 
J)owi6i', merely by exceptions, inferted in- 
to each 6f thefe laws, and adapted to fadls^ 
in a fenfe qUite contrary to one another. 
Subtihies thus lexplaiiied in favour of 
any bpprefTor, and intended either to de- 
fend their own wicked nefs, or to perfecutd 
the integrity of others : caufe the laws to 
be ferviceable only in prefervihg the mere 
name bf limited pow6r, butj in reality, to 
fecure violences, - and to prbtedl the iuoft 
defpicable defpbtifm. 

Thus, modefty itfelf, tired by thofe 
lecretj but cruel oppreffibns, and bver- 
^heliiied with horror ind deteftatiori ; 

lArill, at laft; difclbfe the tnith ; and, no 

• . I 

lefs for ptivate fafety^ than for the wa- 
vering fecUrity of the human rac«, lay 
dn open claim to ufiirped rights, by 
fhowing to the wOTld, that unequitable 

A £t con* 
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• .• . . 

■ . 1 

V conditions, ohtained by perfidy, and exr 
torted by * viblenees aad fear, are no 
longer binding, when, the reftraint of 
/ah ungrateful tyrant is xennioved. 
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??g9 39-'V-W- V^^^as'^tis, r(?^/, itis ; . 

■ .40. 21. Jbr this grievous burden, rea4, a grievous 

burden ' * * ■ ' . - .« 
123. 1 1, y^r allofthemappointedy r/fW,'aUapp6intgd 
161. 6. yJr court-fa vourites, r^^</, cpur tiers 
22d.' ' 15*. \/»r*confent,' r^^^, contents " ,' * 
232. 16, Jbr, y^'hich affoyds',^ rcaJ^ \vh;ch could afTor^ 
1165. ^7« y^^ t^th 4'ather been, TvW, has been 
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